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The EC DG ENV assignment for
awareness raising and
dissemination of the EU GPP
Policy

This EC initiative, launched by the European
Commission DG Environment and executed by the
International Training Centre of the ILO (ITCILO) in
Turin, comprises a series of awareness-raising and
dissemination activities that aim at supporting the
implementation of the EC GPP Policy1 in 10 selected
EU Member States.

It also aims to contribute to building the capacity for
EU-wide use of the common GPP criteria included in
the EC Green Public Procurement Training Toolkit for
the ten prioritised products/services groups.

The assignment timeframe is as follows:

� January 2009: commencement of the assignment
(duration 18 months)

� February-March 2009: questionnaire-based survey
of the status of implementation of GPP in 20 EU
Member States

� April 2009: selection of the 10 EU Member States
and appointment of the team of two national GPP
officers/experts per country

� June 2009: training of the national experts in a
distance learning and experience-sharing e-forum

� July 2009: training of the national experts at a
three-day Training of Trainers Seminar at the ITCILO
campus in Turin

� September 2009-April 2010: "one-day" national
awareness-raising/dissemination events in the 10
selected countries.

� June 2010: completion of the assignment.

The Survey on the status of
implementation of GPP in the EU

In February-March 2009, a survey was conducted to
assess the status of implementation of GPP in the 20
EU Member States which had been identified by the EC
Take 5 Study2 as lagging behind the group of the "7

green" EU Member States (UK, Denmark, Finland,
Netherlands, Austria, Germany and Sweden).

A GPP Status Assessment Questionnaire was submitted
to key experts from national institutions in charge of
GPP policy formulation and implementation in those 20
EU Member States (Ministries of Environment,
Ministries of Economy/Finance, central procurement
bodies, national environment agencies, etc.)

The Questionnaire was intended to assess the status of
implementation of GPP by surveying the legal, policy
and institutional framework for GPP, the existence of a
National Action Plan for implementing GPP, and the
level of capacity-building/awareness-raising initiatives
directed at key stakeholders in GPP. It also explored
the existence of monitoring systems for measuring
actual performance in the uptake of GPP.

The rate of response to the questionnaire was
impressive (90%). With the exception of Greece and
Luxembourg, all Member States consulted have now
submitted their answer to the questionnaire. In the
majority of cases, the answer was drafted in
consultation with the key institutions in charge of GPP
in the country, thereby ensuring coverage of all aspects
addressed by the questionnaire.

The full text of the Status Assessment Questionnaire,
along with a summary table of the answers provided by
the Member States, is available on the project's website
www.itcilo.org/gpp. A detailed report on the outcome of
the survey will be published in July 2009.

The selection of the 10 EU Target
Countries for assignment and the
appointment of the 20 national
experts

Following the outcome of the survey, in April 2009 the
European Commission/DG Environment, in consultation
with the International Training Centre of the ILO,
selected 10 EU Target Countries for implementation of
the assignment's activities.
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1 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52008DC0400:EN:NOT

2 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/take_5.pdf
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Each Target Country was subsequently invited to join
the project and to appoint two national experts as
members of the Expanded Project Team.

Bulgaria Valeriya Metodieva
(Public Procurement Agency )
Shteryo Nozharov
(Ministry of Environment)

Cyprus Lefkia Xanthou Araouzou
(Treasury of the Republic)
Eleni Stylianopoulou
(Ministry of Agriculture Natural
resources and Environment)

Estonia Devi Asbaum (Ministry of
Environment)
Hannes Mado (Ministry of
Environment)

Hungary Gabriella Havas-Kovacs
(Ministry of Environment)
Anita Mihalcsik
(Ministry  of Environment)

Lithuania Sigita Jurgeleviciene
(Public Procurement Office)
Maryte Satkeviciene
(Ministry of Environment)

Latvia Laimonis Osis
(Ministry of Environment)
Kristine Zubkane (Public Procurement
Monitoring Bureau)

Poland Marcin Skowron
(Public Procurement Office)
Beata Adamczyk
(Ministry of Economy)

Romania Ana Maria Stroia
(Ministry of Environment)
Sanda Raluca Martian
(National Authority for Regulating and
Monitoring Public Procurement)

Slovenia Mojca Gregoric
(Ministry of Public Administration)
Marjana Dermelj
(Government Office for Development
and European Affairs)

Slovakia Petra Kovarova
(Ministry of Environment)
Sona Zahoranova
(Ministry of Environment)

The twenty national officers from the selected EU
Target Countries will benefit from the ITCILO's training
in the use of the EC GPP Training Toolkit (particularly
in the use of the common GPP criteria included in the
Toolkit). Furthermore, they will be assisted in
conducting in-country dissemination and promotional
activities supporting the implementation of the EC GPP
Policy.

The criteria for the selection of the national experts
were as follows:

� proven capacity, by virtue of institutional outreach
and professional aptitude, to effectively access and
influence a wide spectrum of national GPP
stakeholders;

� experience in GPP policy formulation and/or
participation in the successful implementation of
green tenders;

� experience in training/awareness-raising activities
related to environmental and/or procurement issues.

The Launch of the EC-ITCILO GPP
Training of Trainers Programme

On 1 June 2009, the EC-ITCILO GPP Training of
Trainers Programme for the 20 national expert
members of the Expanded Project Team was launched.

The objective of this TOT programme is to give the
participants the necessary competencies for effective
delivery of "in-country dissemination and
awareness-raising activities" on the EU GPP Policy and
Toolkit and the ability to use the EC GPP core and
comprehensive criteria in tendering activities.  At the
end of the training programme, participants will be:

� familiar with the EU GPP policy, its legal and
regulatory frameworks, and with the contents of the
GPP Toolkit recently developed and published by
the European Commission/DG Environment
(including how to incorporate the core and
comprehensive criteria for 10 priority product
categories in tendering procedures);

� able to design, deliver and evaluate
awareness-raising events and dissemination
activities for GPP in their countries and to apply
relevant facilitation methodologies and techniques
for effective organisation and delivery of such
events.
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The TOT programme is an intensive, blended learning
course of approx 1½ months. It requires dedication and
intellectual commitment by the participants. The
unique learning path (through a sequence of distance
learning, face-to-face interactive learning and applied
work) ensures optimal transfer of competencies while
minimising disruption of the participants' job
obligations at home.

It has two components:

� 1 June to 3 July 2009: a distance learning phase
that will take place through a distance learning
platform on the Internet (www.itcilo.org/gpp);

� 7 to 9 July 2009: a face-to-face component in the
form of a TOT Seminar that will take place at the
ITCILO campus in Turin.

The training programme covers four learning topics that
will be explored both during the distance learning and
the TOT Seminar in Turin:

� Topic 1: Facilitation Methods and Techniques for
GPP Awareness-Raising/Dissemination Events

� Topic 2: The EU GPP Policy Framework and the Key
Elements of GPP National Action Plans

� Topic 3: The EU GPP Legal Framework

� Topic 4: The EC Purchasing Recommendations - the
GPP Core and Comprehensive Criteria for 10
products/services categories

At the end of the programme, participants will be
awarded an EC-ITCILO "Training of Trainers for GPP
Dissemination and Awareness-raising in the EU"
Certificate, which will outline the objectives and
contents of the two phases of the training  (distance
learning and face-to-face) and the types of activity
undertaken by the participants throughout  the
programme.

More on the ITCILO-EC GPP programme outline can be
found at www.itcilo.org/gpp

The ITCILO team is composed of:

� George Jadoun (ITCILO)
� Barbara Morton (UK DEFRA)
� Roberto Caranta (University of Turin)
� Martin Trybus (University of Birmingham)
� Maria Teresa Pisani (ITCILO)
� Tom Wambeke (ITCILO)
� Julieta Leibowicz (ITCILO)
� Mine Kolukirik (ITCILO)
� Carmelisa Magli (ITCILO)
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ITCILO

George Jadoun

Maria Teresa Pisani

Sustainable Development and Governance Programme

e-mail: g.jadoun@itcilo.org, m.pisani@itcilo.org,
proc@itcilo.org

Tel.: +39 011 693 6512/6690

Website: http://www.itcilo.org

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Jill Michielssen

Alenka Burja

DG Environment / Unit G2 / Environment and Industry

e-mail: jill.michielssen@ec.europa.eu,
alenka.burja@ec.europa.eu

Website: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp

For further information, please see:

http://www.itcilo.org/gpp

..and contact:


