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Outline 

 

This newsletter provides an overview of the main policy 

developments related to the implementation of the 

Sustainable Consumption and Production and Sustainable 

Industry Action Plan, focusing on the work performed by 

unit C1 of DG Environment. It describes major 

achievements in 2011/2012, on-going activities and future 

perspectives. It may therefore be of interest to public and 

private professionals working on the Green Economy. 
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Green Public Procurement 
Contact: Robert.KAUKEWITSCH@ec.europa.eu, Peter.CZAGA@ec.europa.eu 

Website: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/index_en.htm 

 

Green Public Procurement (GPP) is a voluntary policy supporting public 

authorities in purchasing products, services and works with a reduced 

environmental impact. A 2011 study showed that 26% of public 

contracts signed in 2010 in areas with high environmental relevance 

included GPP criteria. Though this number falls short of the target of 

50% in 2010, it can still be considered relatively high. 

The Commission's GPP policy is developed in close cooperation with the GPP Advisory Group 

where Member States and a series of stakeholders are represented. To support 

implementation, the Commission has published 19 GPP criteria sets so far, available in all EU 

languages, for priority areas such as construction, transport and IT Equipment. The criteria 

have two levels of ambition ("core" and "comprehensive") to be used by GPP 'newcomers' or 

by more experienced authorities. By now, almost all Member States have adopted National 

Action Plans on GPP in which they include some or all EU GPP criteria sets, often adapted to 

the national situation. In 2013, the Commission will develop new criteria for waste water 

infrastructures, heating systems, paints, toilets, medical electrical equipment (in cooperation 

with the Swedish Environment Management Council) and sanitary tapware. It is also foreseen 

to revise existing criteria for roads, imaging equipment and buildings. 

In addition, a series of other guidance documents have been published, including the GPP 

Training Tool (or "toolkit") and the GPP Handbook. Recently, a guide was developed on 

"Procuring innovative and sustainable construction", which explores innovative solutions during 

different stages of construction procurement. On its webpage, the Commission also offers a 

helpdesk, a newsletter and a series of good practice cases. 

 

 

EU Ecolabel  
Contact: Michele.GALATOLA@ec.europa.eu; Silvia.FERRATINI@ec.europa.eu 

Website: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/   

 

In 2012 the EU Ecolabel managed to increase its number of licences for the 

top environmentally performing products in the EEA from 1357 in 2011 to 

1670 - an increase of almost 25 % - that is expected to continue in 2013. 

DG ENV, together with the JRC, the European Union Ecolabelling Board and various 

stakeholders, continuously works on keeping the EU Ecolabel up-to date and to make it more 

attractive for a larger number of stakeholders. In 2011/2012 not only the criteria for a number 

of product groups were revised, but also four criteria sets were developed: it is now possible to 

award the EU Ecolabel to Newsprint, Printed Paper Products, Industrial and Institutional 

Automatic Dishwasher Detergents and Industrial and Institutional Automatic Dishwasher 

Detergents. Additional criteria for new product groups are expected to be adopted in 2013: 

Sanitary Tapware, Imaging equipment, Converted paper products, Toilets and Urinals, 

Absorbent Hygiene Products and Hydronic Heating Generators. 

The idea to extend the scope of the EU Ecolabel by introducing criteria for food and feed was 

explored by a study on the feasibility of developing Ecolabel criteria for food and feed products 

and by consulting the EU Ecolabelling Board in 2012. The Commission will take a final decision 

after publication of the EU Communication on Sustainable Food. 

Finally, DG ENV is looking forward to host the Annual Global Ecolabelling Network Meeting: a 

one-day conference on environmental labels which will take place in the autumn 2013.  

For more information you can visit the EU Ecolabel website and the EU Ecolabel catalogue. 
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Eco-Management and Audit Scheme 

Contact: Rolf-Jan.HOEVE@ec.europa.eu  

Website: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/index_en.htm 

 

In total, approx. 4500 organisations have registered around 7800 sites 

in Europe for EMAS. In all of these organisations EMAS helps to save 

resources and reduce costs. For example, in 2011 the European 

Commission itself realised cost savings from energy, water and paper 

reduction equivalent to around EUR 600.000, by implementing EMAS at 

locations in Brussels. 

Since the revision of EMAS regulations in 2009, DG ENV has strengthened its implementation 

by publishing the Users Guide and the Global Guide. The latter provides guidance on EU 

corporate registration, third country and global registrations and has enabled a pulp mill in 

Uruguay to become the first company site outside of Europe to be included in EMAS. 

Furthermore, DG ENV is currently drafting several sectoral reference documents which give 

examples of best environmental management practices and serve as sector specific 

benchmarks. The first 3 reference documents addressing the Retail, Tourism and Construction 

sectors should be adopted in 2013. In parallel, many initiatives to encourage organisations to 

go the 'extra mile' under EMAS are developed. Examples are the 'EMAS-Move IT' project, that 

helps the touristic sector to obtain environmental certifications, and the BRAVE project. The 

latter will run until December 2014 and supports the full integration of EMAS in the 

environmental legislation of EU Member States. 

In November 2012, the European EMAS Awards, the most prestigious awards in environmental 

management in the EU, were held in Brussels. European Commissioner for the Environment, 

Mr. Janez Potocnik, awarded EMAS organisations which have excelled in water management 

and water efficiency. The 2012 winners from different categories of organisations in both the 

private and public sector are: 

 Abwasserverband Anzbach Laabental (Austria) 

 Riechey Freizeitanlagen GmbH & Co. KG (Germany) 

 Neumarkter  Lammsbräu  Gebr.  Ehrnsperger  e. K. (GER) 

 Lafarge  Cement  (UK) 

 Comune di Tavarnelle Val di Pesa (Tuscany, Italy) 

 Bristol  City  Council (UK) 

 

 

Ecodesign Directive 
Contact: ENTR-Ecodesign@ec.europa.eu and ENER-ECODESIGN@ec.europa.eu  

Website: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sustainable-

business/ecodesign/index_en.htm  

 

In December 2012, the European Commission adopted a Report on the review of the 

Ecodesign Directive. Ex-ante impact assessments estimated that the first 12 Ecodesign 

Regulations will allow savings of 385 TWh per year by 2020, which is close to 14% of EU 2009 

electricity consumption by households. The expected savings for the period 2005-2020 are 

estimated to be in the range of €90-120 billion, while the costs of implementation for the same 

period are between €320 and 450 million. 

The Ecodesign Directive provides an EU-wide framework for setting requirements on energy-

related products to improve their environmental performance. Recently, the second phase 

Working Plan for Ecodesign has been published. Not only does it provide a useful overview of 

the status of implementation of adopted products group (or under development), it also 

proposes twelve broad product groups to be considered between 2012 and 2014. Preparatory 

studies will collect evidence, explore all policy options and recommend the best policy mix. 
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In November 2012, the Commission launched a study "Technical assistance for a material-

efficiency Ecodesign Report and Module to the Methodology for the Ecodesign of Energy-

related Products (MEErP)". It analysed the implications of 'material or resource efficiency' for a 

practical application for Ecodesign purposes and proposed ways to better address non-energy 

related aspects and improve material efficiency in MEErP. 

This study builds on previous work performed by JRC for a report on "Integration of resource 

efficiency and waste management criteria in European product policies – Second phase". Some 

interesting case studies were presented in this report on how certain material efficiency 

requirements/criteria could be developed under Ecodesign or other EU product policies and 

estimated their potential benefits. 

 

 

EU Retail Forum for Sustainability 
Contact: Ferenc.PEKAR@ec.europa.eu  

Website: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/industry/retail/index_en.htm  

 

The Retail Forum is a multi-stakeholder platform to 

exchange best practices on sustainability in the European 

retail sector. To date, 20 retailers and 7 retail associations 

have signed up to the Retailers’ Environmental Action 

Programme (REAP) and submitted 469 sustainability 

commitments in the Database. 

During the past year, the EU Retail Forum focused mainly on the 2012-2014 Work Programme, 

which evaluated implementation of the recommendations formulated during the first phase of 

its existence (2009-2011). The Retail Forum therefore assessed progress made on 

Optimisation of distribution systems and Energy efficiency of stores in stakeholders' practices 

and daily operations. In 2012, the Retail Forum also published two issue papers on sustainable 

seafood and waste minimization. Currently, the Retail Forum is dealing with sustainability of 

textiles and water footprinting. 

The 2012 Retail Forum Annual Event was a great success with the participation of 

Commissioner Potočnik, CEOs of major retailers and 200 participants from business, civil 

society and European Union institutions. During the event, participants discussed the role of 

the retail sector in achieving a green economy, including their contribution to waste reduction 

and environmental footprinting of products and organisations. Furthermore, retailers presented 

a voluntary initiative on waste, which so far has been signed by 23 retail companies and 

organisations. Signatories committed to launch at least two awareness-raising campaigns on 

(food) waste reduction by mid-2014. 

 

 

Public Consultation on Delivering more Sustainable Consumption and 

Production 
Contact: Alberto.PARENTI@ec.europa.eu 

Website: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/escp_en.htm  

 

A public consultation on Sustainable Consumption and Production ran from January to April 

2012. Altogether, 398 stakeholders responded, both individual citizens and private/public 

organisations. Most of the respondents acknowledged that further action at EU level would be 

beneficial to improve the environmental performance of products and organisations and to set 

a level playing field for industry in the EU. 
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The consultation was launched in context of the review of the 

Sustainable Consumption and Production/Sustainable Industrial 

Policy (SCP/SIP) Action Plan. It offered interested parties an 

opportunity to express their views on EU-wide measures related 

to SCP, Green public procurement (GPP), Product 

Environmental Footprint (PEF) and Organisation Environmental 

Footprint (OEF). 

The outcome of the public consultation showed that the 

majority of respondents urged the Commission to pursue a 

higher level of synergy and complementarity between the EU 

SCP regulatory instruments. Approximately 70% of respondents 

considered strengthening requirements on material resource efficiency in the existing SCP 

regulatory instruments an effective option (preferably through Ecodesign). Furthermore, 

respondents considered insufficient market reward for good environmental performance (70%) 

as one of the most important barriers to the display and benchmarking environmental 

performance, alongside lack of time or expertise (76.4%). Stakeholders recognised the 

potential of harmonised PEF schemes (based on a reliable and scientifically validated 

methodology), but favoured a voluntary approach rather than mandatory requirements. For 

instance, a recommendation to Member States and/or voluntary agreements with stakeholders 

were considered feasible options. 

 

 

Environmental Footprint Methodology 
Contact: Imola.BEDO@ec.europa.eu, Michele.GALATOLA@ec.europa.eu   

Website: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/product_footprint.htm 

 

Respondents to abovementioned public consultation considered the lack of consistency as one 

of the most important barriers to the display and benchmarking of environmental performance 

(72.5% agreement). Most stakeholders agreed that multiple initiatives in the EU (70.8%) and 

multiple ways of reporting (76.3%) were the main underlying problems. 

There is a growing need for companies to report environmental information on their production 

processes. This is however complicated by the fact that there is a wide range of different 

methodologies for the assessment of the environmental footprint of products and 

organisations. Industry and civil society are therefore calling for a harmonisation of 

methodologies, to create a level playing field, reduce costs and provide clarity to consumers. 

The Resource Efficiency Roadmap stated that the Commission will establish a common 

methodological approach to enable Member States and the private sector to assess, display 

and benchmark the environmental performance of products, services and companies based on 

a comprehensive assessment of environmental impacts over the life-cycle ('environmental 

footprint'). DG ENV has therefore worked together with the Joint Research Centre and other EC 

services towards the development of technical guides for the calculation of the 

environmental footprint of products and organisations: respectively Product 

Environmental Footprint and Organisation Environmental Footprint. 

The draft methodologies have been developed based on existing 

methodological standards and guidance documents (e.g. ILCD Handbook, ISO 

14040-44, PAS 2050, BP X30, WRI/WBCSD GHG protocol, Sustainability 

Consortium, ISO 14025, Ecological Footprint, GRI, ISO 140064). They have 

already been tested in pilot studies and several consultations were carried out 

among stakeholders and experts. The policy proposal accompanying the 

initiative is now undergoing impact assessment and is expected to be adopted 

in the first quarter of 2013. 
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Sustainable Food 
Contact: benjamin.CASPAR@ec.europa.eu 

 

Life-cycle analyses indicate that food and drink consumption is 

responsible for around 20–30 % of environmental impacts, in most 

impact categories caused by consumption in the EU.  

There is a risk that the lack of sustainability within the food system 

will impact on the functioning of the system itself, since it depends 

highly on natural resources and ecosystem services. DG ENV, in 

close cooperation with other departments, is therefore drafting a 

Communication on Sustainable Food, to better adapt our food 

system to a resource-constrained world. 

Currently, an Impact Assessment is being prepared, which will 

investigate the effectiveness of possible strategies and policy 

options. This will be partly based on a study commissioned by DG 

ENV, titled "Assessment of Resource Efficiency in the Food Cycle" 

and a public consultation. 

In parallel, the European Food Sustainable Consumption and Production Round Table drafted 

the ENVIFOOD Protocol, which is the first ever developed harmonised framework assessment 

methodology for the environmental assessment of food and drink products. It is meant to help 

businesses and consumers understand the environment impact of food and drink products and 

support informed choices. To receive feedback a public consultation was launched in November 

2012. This year, the ENVIFOOD Protocol and environmental information tools will be tested 

through voluntary pilot experiments. 

 

 

Sustainable Buildings 
Contact: Ferenc.PEKAR@ec.europa.eu, Josefina.LINDBLOM@ec.europa.eu  

 

Construction and use of our buildings in the EU is responsible 

for 42% of our final energy consumption, about 35% of our 

greenhouse gas emissions, more than 50% of all extracted 

materials and 30% of our water consumption.  

The Roadmap to a Resource Efficient Europe stressed the need 

to tackle three key sectors that together are responsible for 70-

80% of all environmental impacts in industrialised countries: 

food, transport and buildings. Specifically related to buildings it 

concluded that existing policies for promoting energy efficiency and renewable energy use in 

buildings need to be complemented with policies for resource efficiency which look at a wider 

range of environmental impacts across the life-cycle of buildings. Therefore, DG ENV is 

developing a Communication on Sustainable Buildings to propose actions to improve resource-

efficiency in the construction sector and to make the construction sector in the EU more 

competitive. As part of this process, an impact assessment of possible policy options is 

currently being prepared and a public consultation will be launched in 2013. 

The Communication will address resource use and environmental impacts all along the life-

cycle of buildings, from the extraction of building materials to the demolition and recycling of 

materials. The main policy problem that the Communication will address is the large quantity 

of resources used due to inefficient practises in the construction sector. Given that energy 

efficiency of buildings in the use phase is already addressed by existing policies, the initiative 

will cover resources such as materials, water, embedded energy and land. 
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Misleading Green Claims 
Contact: jeroen.van-laer@ec.europa.eu / 
patrice.gruszkowski@ec.europa.eu /angelo.grieco@ec.europa.eu  

 

In 2011, 32% of EU consumers reported that they had 

encountered misleading information about the 

environmental impact of a product (Eurobarometer 332). 

Recent studies and reports indicate that consumers are 

increasingly confronted with environmental claims on 

products. Research at national level also shows that not all 

environmental claims are truthful and that consumers do 

not always understand the green claims they are 

confronted with. Misleading green claims fall under the 

provisions of the Unfair Commercial Practices Directive. DG ENV, together with DG SANCO and 

JUST, aim to improve the implementation of the UCPD regarding green claims. Therefore, the 

Communication for a Consumer Agenda has planned a revision of the UCPD Guidance, 

developed in 2009 to help competent national authorities identify misleading green claims. 

The European Consumer Summit held on 29 May 2012 was the starting point of the "Multi-

Stakeholder Dialogue on Environmental Claims (MDEC)", a platform co-chaired by SANCO, 

JUST and ENV, gathering about 30 stakeholders via a series of workshops. It aims to gather 

information about presence of environmental claims in the markets, the scope of the problem 

of misleading environmental claims and existing means to counteract those. Furthermore, the 

MDEC will develop proposals to ensure the reliability of environmental information targeting 

consumers. A report with the main findings, conclusions and recommendations will be 

presented at the 2013 Consumer Summit on 18th/19th of March 2013. 

In parallel, SANCO has launched a comprehensive consumer market study on environmental 

claims, which aims to give an overview of different types of green claims, assess their 

reliability, analyse failures, and propose policy options. This study will be performed in close 

cooperation with DG ENV, JUST and SANCO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who we are 

 

The unit C1 (Sustainable Production and Consumption) within DG ENV of the European 

Commission aims to improve the overall environmental performance of products and 

organisations throughout their life-cycle and to boost the demand for sustainable products by 

helping consumers make informed choices. This is achieved through policies geared towards 

improved resource-efficiency, integration of environmental requirements for industry in the 

internal market and developing voluntary agreements with stakeholders. 

 

 

This newsletter is published on an infrequent basis. For more general information about unit C1 please contact Ancuta-

Nadia.MARIN@ec.europa.eu 
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