
Welcome from Poland to the December issue of the ETAP Newsletter. In this editorial, I would like to address the 
ý nancing aspect of eco-innovation that was the topic of the First European Forum on Eco-Innovation organised in 
PoznaŒ, Poland during the International Ecological Fair POLEKO 2006.
Following the strategic objectives of the Lisbon Strategy, the European Union is to become  worldôs most competi-
tive and dynamic economy - economy based on knowledge and innovation, offering more and better jobs, capable 
of continuous  growth, providing stronger social cohesion, and high quality of the environment. To reach this goal, 
a variety of actions are required in different areas such as: domestic markets, development of information society, 
scientiý c research, education, structural economic reforms, and stable currency. In addition, some macroecono-
mic efforts need to be undertaken to promote economic growth and stability of public ý nances.
Eco-innovation becomes the key action in implementing the Lisbon Strategy. Development and promotion of 
innovative environmental technologies in Poland as well as in other EU countries is advantageous for both the 
economy and the environment. We can increase the competitiveness of the EU economy by developing busines-
ses, contributing to creation of new jobs while ensuring an effective use of natural resources and thus improving 
the quality of the environment.
It is generally believed that eco-innovation is one of the basic methods for improving the quality of environment. In-
troduction of new products, technological processes, organisational solutions, and supporting innovative approa-
ches in industrial and business sector facilitates the separation of the economic growth from the environmental 
pressure, protecting the climate and the quality of air, water, and soil.
If eco-innovative technologies are going to succeed, adequate ý nancing mechanisms must be identiý ed. We 
must be aware of the fact that while talking about eco-innovation, we must also talk about appropriate ý nancing 
culture and special type of venture management. It is of high importance that the ý rst Forum on Eco-Innovation 
addressed all these issues. Moreover, it is highly beneý cial that so many representatives of the recognised ý -
nancial institutions took part in the Forum. Poland can offer its experience in ý nancing environmental protection 
initiatives. We have developed a reliable instrument, which is the National Fund for Environmental Protection and 
Water Management and its province, county and municipal structures. One of the key priorities of these Funds is 
to support eco-innovative solutions.
Poland has an important role to play in promoting eco-innovation, not only due to its central location in Europe 
but ý rst and foremost due to favourable conditions for the development of businesses including a quick transfor-
mation of our ý nancial market. Not to be neglected is Polandôs excellent scientiý c potential of the R&D units and 
academia.
In 2005, Poland adopted the Act on Supporting Innovation Activities. It provides new instruments enabling inten-
siý cation of the economyôs innovativeness, including ý nancial tools such as a technology credit. It is designed for 
entrepreneurs to ý nance investments based on the application of an innovative technology, both own or acquired, 
that leads to providing new quality of products or services or their modernisation. 
It is important and meaningful that the First European Forum devoted to the issue of ý nancing eco-innovation took 
place in Poland, during POLEKO 2006. This fair itself provides a unique opportunity for gathering representatives 
of companies ready to take an opportunity offered by the development of eco-innovative technologies.

The Forum has played another, very important role. It raised the proý le of eco-innovation among  represen-
tatives of public administration, ý nances, and business. This cannot be achieved without providing an 

effective and easily available ý nancing system. I am looking forward to the recommendations arising 
from this Forum which will provide more efý cient ways and methods of ý nancing the development of 

innovative technologies in order to increase the competitiveness of our economy while improving 
the quality of the environment in Europe and worldwide.

Professor Jan Szyszko, 
Polish Minister of the Environment
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