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Ladies and Gentlemen, good morning 

It's always a pleasure to welcome a willing audience to a happy event, 

and today is a day of celebration. So welcome to this conference, in 

these rather impressive new surroundings.  

 
As you know, we are here to celebrate EMAS, and it seems quite fitting 

to do it here – my thanks to the ECB, and to Vice-President Constancio 

for hosting this event. I am told that this is the first major construction 

project to comply fully with the new Directive on the Energy Performance 

of Buildings, so we are clearly in sustainable surroundings!  

I say celebrate, and of course twenty years of Environmental 

Management is indeed a cause for celebration. EMAS may not be the 

most widely used Environmental benchmark, but it is the most 

comprehensive.  

Today we will be showcasing the reasons behind its success. We'll hear 

from front runners from around the EU, who will look back over the 

lessons learned from two decades of experience. And we'll be looking to 

the future, to see where we can take the scheme from here.  
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Two decades have taught us a lot. They have seen the roots of EMAS 

spread into numerous sectors of the economy – we have EMAS 

registrations from hotels, from museums, from banking and 

manufacturing to graphic design and waste water management. It's quite 

a network. 

There are many reasons for this success, but I want to linger on a few of 

them to start us off. What really makes this scheme work? 

The most commonly reported benefit is that the scheme helps really to 

add value. By establishing a strong environmental management system, 

EMAS can decrease costs, improve internal environmental management, 

and stimulate innovative practices.  

We'll hear many examples of that today – we'll be hearing, for example, 

from Manfred Gries at Viessmann Werke, a company that has been 

registered with EMAS for 20 years.  

We'll also be hearing from SMEs, the most numerous beneficiaries of 

EMAS. I look forward to hearing more about Nearly New Office Facilities 

– a Belgian company producing new office furniture from their clients' 

former furniture. A good example of the circular economy!  
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And EMAS is much more than a strong environmental management 

scheme. 

In these sometimes dehumanising times, EMAS has another benefit. It 

understands that businesses are about people, and it makes a point of 

involving them in the organisation.  

EMAS employees are more likely to be happy in their work, as they feel 

more involved and engaged in the company. I should also say that I see 

this in my daily work at the Commission – we have been happily EMAS-

registered since 2001. 

And then there is the transparency. The reporting requirement means 

that when it comes to environmental data, EMAS-registered 

organisations are among the most transparent in the world.  

This transparency, coupled with the legal compliance verification process 

involving public authorities, allows governments and regulators to 

streamline administration controls. 

Integrating EMAS reporting features into other environment policies 

would lead to even greater benefits for public authorities and EMAS-

registered organisations.  

As you can see from the examples collected in the EMAS Compendium 

we have just released, a number of Member States have already 

recognised the value of EMAS in their policies. They have granted 

registered organisations additional benefits, such as permit extensions, 

exemptions from audits, and recognition of the fulfilment of reporting 

requirements.  
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What we find in the compendium is a good start. But we need more 

measures like that. They lessen the administrative burden for 

organisations, and they save time and resources for regulatory 

authorities. They are excellent examples of smart measures that will 

support us on the way to a more resource-oriented, circular economy.   

As you may be aware, the Commission is currently finalising a new 

Action Plan to help Europe develop a more circular economy. It's a highly 

ambitious step, which we take with a view to making the EU a more 

competitive, low carbon and resource-efficient economy.  

A circular economy is one where almost nothing is wasted. Instead of 

just using objects and just throwing them away, we design them for re-

use and remanufacturing. It means less waste, and more value 

generated from limited resources.  

 

And as we look to the future, we need to ensure that EMAS fulfils its 

potential in helping organisations engage with the circular economy. By 

addressing areas like resource efficiency and better waste management, 

EMAS has been a precursor, helping stimulate sustainable growth.  

Ladies and gentlemen, I am sure that it can do more. By boosting and 

greening environmental management capacities, EMAS has the potential 

to be a springboard towards additional circular economy initiatives.    

I am counting on you to reflect on the success factors you will hear about 

today. Bring these reflections forward in your networks. Support the 

implementation of innovative measures. Help EMAS spread throughout 

Europe and beyond, aiding organisations to find their way to a circular 

economy. 
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That is the best way to protect our well-being and the environment. It's 

the key to a sustainable future - an economy that allows the EU and its 

citizens to get maximum value from resources while strengthening its 

competitive position on the world stage. Let's use today to ensure that 

EMAS is leading the way! 

Thank you 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, I noted at the outset that these are impressive 

surroundings. I also mentioned sustainability, and compliance with the 

Energy Performance of Buildings Directive. With that in mind, and with 

our special thanks to the ECB for hosting this event today, I would like to 

present Vice-President Constancio with this special EMAS award. 

It's an honorary EMAS Award for outstanding commitment to 

Performance, Credibility, and Transparency in Environmental 

management. Mr Vice-President, please accept our congratulations. 

 

 
 


