
20 years of premium environmental management
High-Level Conference on EMAS

The European Central Bank (ECB) joins the 
European Commission in welcoming you 
to this High-Level Conference celebrating 
20 years of premium environmental 
management under the Environmental 
Management Audit Scheme (EMAS).  
The ECB is delighted to host this event in its 
new sustainable building and looks forward 
to learning from front runners, promoting 
best practices and exploiting the full 
potential of green growth during this event. 

Environmental protection at the ECB 
Environmental and climate protection 
has become a general policy principle of 
the European Union. Climate change, the 
greenhouse effect and the need to cut 
emissions are serious global challenges.  
As a consequence, an increasing number 
of international organisations, government 
entities and commercial companies have  
adopted internal environmental strategies. 
The ECB is part of this movement – it has 
established a green initiative and adopted 
an environmental policy to improve 
environmental performance and reduce  
CO2 emissions. 

As an EMAS-registered organisation, the ECB 
makes prudent use of natural resources to 
preserve the quality of the environment and 
protect human health. It also encourages 
others to demonstrate environmental 
awareness to staff, third parties and the 
general public.

The ECB’s Main Building 
Energy-efficiency and sustainability issues 
played an important role in the planning, 
evaluation and construction phases of the 
new building. Specific targets for energy 
consumption were set and the architects 
collaborated with a structural engineer and 
an energy and climate designer from the 
outset to optimise the energy efficiency  
and sustainability of the building. 

The energy design for the new building 
included measures to ensure that it surpasses 
the energy-efficiency requirements of the 
German energy-saving directive of 2007 by 
30%. 

The design of the ECB’s Main Building 
comprises the following key features:

• an energy-efficient triple-layered facade 
for the new high-rise tower and efficient 
insulation for the facades and roof of  
the Grossmarkthalle;

• natural ventilation based on operable 
facade elements, electric sun shading and 
low-energy lighting, to provide optimal 
workplace conditions with a maximum 
use of daylight;

• rainwater harvesting and recycling  
(e.g. for toilets and watering the parkland 
area);

• use of recycled heat (from the computer 
centre and atrium) and the possibility  
of using geothermal energy for heating 
and cooling.

The landscaping concept for the surrounding 
parkland area has contributed to the 
creation of a “green lung” for the city of 
Frankfurt. The area has changed from a 
fully paved industrial perimeter to a stylised 
river landscape with more than 700 newly 
planted trees, thus contributing to the urban 
regeneration of the area. 

The reuse and conversion of the Grossmarkt-
halle, which is an integral part of the 
ECB’s new building, also contributed to the 
sustainability of the overall building design 
as the requisite restoration work was carried 
out with the original building materials. 
In cooperation with both the historic 
preservation and the energy conservation 
authorities of the city of Frankfurt am 
Main, it was possible to design replacement 
windows for the concrete grid facade that 
have a profile similar to that of the original 
windows, but that are more energy efficient. 
This has ensured the continuity of the 
historic legacy of the Grossmarkthalle while 
incorporating both old and modern building 
features in a sustainable manner.
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