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GUNTHER ADLER, State Secretary, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety

Gunther Adler worked as a policy advisor for former 
German Minister President Dr Johannes Rau in 
1999, before serving as a member of the Personal 
Office Staff of the Federal President until 2004. 
From 2004 to 2008 he was Head of the Office of 
the Executive Committee of the Social Democratic 
Party. He then became Head of the Political Planning 
Division and Planning Officer at the Federal Ministry 
of Transport, Building and Urban Development, and 
from 2009 to 2012 he was Head of the External 
Economic Relations Division at the Federal Ministry 

of Transport, Building and Urban Development. 
From 2012 to 2014 he was State Secretary at 
the Ministry for Economic Affairs, Energy, Building, 
Housing and Transport of North Rhine-Westphalia, 
and since 2014 he is State Secretary at the Federal 
Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, 
Building and Nuclear Safety.

https://twitter.com/adlergunther

VITOR CONSTANCIO, Vice-President, European Central Bank

Vítor Constâncio has been Vice-President of the 
European Central bank since June 2010. He was 
Governor of the Bank of Portugal from 1985 to 
1986 and from 2000 to 2010.  Before that he was 
Executive Director of the Portuguese Investment 
Bank from 1995 to 2000 and non-executive 
Director of Electricidade de Portugal, the Portuguese 
national power utility, from 1998 to 2000. 

He was Guest Senior Professor of Economics at the 
Instituto Superior de Economia e Gestāo from 1989 
to 2000, culminating a long academic career.

KARMENU VELLA, European Commissioner for Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries

Karmenu Vella practised as an architect from 1973 
to 1981, joining the Maltese Parliament in 1976. 
There he served as Minister for Public Works (1981 
to 1983), Industry Minister (1984 to 1987), Tourism 
Minister (1996 to 1998), and most recently as 
Minister for Tourism and Aviation (2013 to 2014). 
He served as Executive Director of Corinithia Hotels 
International from 2001 to 2007, and Corinthia’s 
Mediterranean Construction Co. from 2008 to  
2010. He was Group Coordinator for the Labour  

Party Parliamentary Group from 2008 to 2013,  
and Chairman of the Orange Travel Group from 
2010 to 2013. He was appointed as European 
Commissioner for Environment, Maritime Affairs  
and Fisheries in 2014.

https://twitter.com/KarmenuVella/
status/659032409900453888



KESTUTIS SADAUSKAS, Director Green Economy, European Commission

Kestutis Sadauskas was born in 1969 in Lithuania. 
He graduated in 1994 from Vilnius University with 
an MA in International Relations from the Institute of 
Political Science and International Relations and an 
MA in Geography from the Faculty of Natural Science. 
He started his professional career in September 1993 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Lithuania, Vilnius, dealing with Lithuanian policies 
on the Council of Europe, Human Rights, UN, OSCE 
and NATO in the foreign relations sector. In 1996, 
he joined the Permanent Mission of Lithuania to 
the United Nations, New York, as Deputy Permanent 
Representative-Counsellor responsible for general 
political affairs, UN Security Council activities and 
reform and international security.

In 2000, he went back to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs as Head of Unit of the EU Department, and 

later as Director, responsible for Lithuanian policy 
towards EU, EU accession negotiations, the European 
Convention. In August 2002, he joined the Permanent 
Representation of Lithuania to EU, Brussels, as 
Minister-Counsellor responsible for the coordination 
of EU accession negotiations of Lithuania, 
general coordination of activities in the COREPER, 
negotiations of Financial Perspectives 2007–13. In 
September 2006, he was appointed Head of the 
Representation of the European Commission in 
Vilnius, Lithuania. In February 2010, he joined the 
European Commission as a member of the Cabinet of 
Commissioner Šemeta and in April of the same year 
he became the Head of the Cabinet. 

On 1 November 2014 he assumed his role as the 
Director for Green Economy.

WERNER STUDENER, Director General Administration European Central Bank

Mr. Studener is Director General Administration of 
the European Central Bank (ECB) and Chairman of 
the “Accounting and Monetary Income Committee” 
of the European System of Central Banks since 
November 2011. He is responsible for the Finance 
Function and the Facility Management Function. 
Furthermore, he is the Chairman of the Asset and 
Liability Committee and the ArtCommittee. He acts 
as New ECB Premises Project Co-ordinator and 
Environmental Coordinator.

Before moving to Administration Mr. Studener 
held the position of Deputy Director General of 
Market Operations and was overseeing the portfolio 
management area since the inauguration of the 
ECB in 1998. He was a member of the Market 
Operations Committee of the Eurosystem as well 
as the Foreign Exchange Contact Group of the 
ECB. Furthermore, he was Chairman of the ECB 

Investment Committee, the Working Group on 
Operations involving Foreign Reserve Assets and of 
the Monitoring Working Group. 

Prior to joining the European Central Bank, Mr. 
Studener worked from 1977 onwards at the 
Oesterreichische Nationalbank, holding various 
assignments such as Deputy Head of the Foreign 
Exchange Strategy and Risk Division, Head of the 
Oesterreichische Nationalbank’s Representative 
Office and Consul for Financial Affairs in New York 
and Head of Treasury Front Office. During 1990 and 
1991 he was an Advisor to the President of the 
former Centralbank of Czechoslovakia as part of an 
IMF-programme.

Werner Studener was born in Vienna, Austria in 
1956.

MANFRED GREIS, Chief Representative at Viessmann Werke GmbH & Co. KG

Manfred Greis is the Chief Representative at 
Viessmann Werke GmbH & Co. KG. Through his 
position with Viessmann, he is directly responsible 
for corporate communications, memberships 
and association, and political affairs. He is also 
the President of the Federation of German 
Heating Industry (BDH), as well as a member of 
the Executive Council for the Association of the 
European Heating Industry (EHI). 

Additional professional associations include: 
membership of the Environment and Energy 
Committee for the German Chamber of Commerce 
(DIHK), and involvement in cooperation with the 
action group ‘Energy-efficient Buildings’, the Voice of 
German Industry (BDI).
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MARTIN BAXTER, Parallel panel session 1 Moderator
Executive Director of policy at the Institute of Environmental Management and 
Assessment
Martin Baxter works in the UK and internationally 
to support the transition to a low carbon, resource 
efficient and sustainable economy.  He has national 
and international experience of developing and 
negotiating global and European standards, and 
developing capacity for effective and widespread 
implementation.  He leads IEMA’s policy and 
external engagement activity, representing the 
environment and sustainability profession with 

government and business. Martin is a Chartered 
Environmentalist, a Fellow of the Institute of 
Environmental Management and Assessment, and a 
Fellow of the Royal Society for the encouragement 
of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce.
https://twitter.com/mbaxteriema

PETRA BERNERT, Office of Biosphere Reserve Swabian Jura, Germany 
Petra Bernert has headed the UNESCO biosphere 
reserve, Swabian Alb, since 2009. Her career has 
been committed to nature and environmental 
protection. From 1994 to 1999 she held various 
nature conservation posts in the Lower Rhine 
in North Rhine-Westphalia. In 1999 she went 
to Karlsruhe in Baden-Württemberg to work as 
a research assistant at the State Institute for 
Environmental Protection. Her main activity there 
was the implementation of the European Birds 
Directive for the protection of the Natura 2000 

network in Baden-Württemberg. In 2005 she took 
over the professional supervision of nature reserves 
at the Regierungspräsidium (regional council) of 
Tübingen for a short period. From 2006 Petra 
Bernert worked on setting up the planned biosphere 
reserve on the Swabian Alb, which was founded in 
2008 by Baden-Württemberg State law.

PAOLO CANFORA, Joint Research Center, European Commission

Paolo Canfora is a scientific officer in the sustainable 
production and consumption unit of the Joint 
Research Centre (JRC) of the European Commission. 
He is responsible for the development of the EMAS 
Sectoral Reference Documents (SRDs) on Best 
Environmental Management Practice. These are 
comprehensive best practice guidance documents 
aimed at promoting best environmental performance 
for a number of key sectors, by bridging the 
information gap on best techniques, mesures or 
actions to minimise the environmental impact.

Paolo Canfora’s background is in environmental 
engineering. His main professional interests are 
energy and climate change, resource efficiency, and, 
more broadly, environment and sustainability.  
Prior to joining the European Commission, he 
worked at the International Energy Agency (IEA)  
and at the EU Executive Agency for Competitiveness 
and Innovation (EACI).
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MATTHIAS FRIEBEL, EMAS Club Europe
Matthias Friebel has worked as an independent 
consultant since 1992 in his business, GWÖ 
Gesellschaft für Wirtschaftsökologie GmbH, 
Bad Soden. Previously he worked as a Chief 
Non-Food Procurement and Trade Manager 
at the Steigenberger Group in Frankfurt/Main, 
Germany and as Assistant Executive Manager in 
Steigenberger Hotel, Bad Kissingen, Germany. He 
is a DAU-accredited Environmental Verifier. His 
volunteer work has included the presidency of VNU 
e.V. (Association of European Sustainability and 

Eco-Management Professionals), membership of the 
German EMAS Advisory Board, membership of ENEP 
(European Network of Environmental Professionals), 
and chairmanship of the ENEP EMS Working Group. 
He initiated and co-founded the EMAS Club Europe. 
He has participated as an expert consultant in 
several national and international hearings on 
environmental management. He participated 
in EU workshops for the establishment of the 
EMAS Reference Documents for Key Performance 
indicators.

JAN DICTUS, Parallel panel session 2 Rapporteur 
Founder of GOJA Consulting for Environment and Sustainable Development
Jan Dictus is an expert on the sustainable 
development of cities who has provided services to 
a wide range of clients at international, European, 
regional and local levels on environmental and 
sustainable development issues. He has been 
involved in several EcoCity projects as a UNIDO 
expert, including the organisation of conferences 
on EcoCities in Middle-East and North Africa and 
the setting up of a network of Eco-Cities in South 
East Asia. He also participated in the development 
of an EcoState in Roraima, Brazil. In Morocco, he is 

developing a reference framework of sustainability 
for the new EcoCity Zenata. He has led the 
development of the Environmental Vision of Vienna 
and is presently supporting the network Cities for a 
Nuclear Free Europe. Also in Vienna, he has served 
as technical chair of the EUROCITIES Environment 
Forum. He has been a member of the Expert 
Evaluation Panel for the European Green Capital 
Award since 2012. 

FABIO IRALDO, Bocconi University, Milan
Fabio Iraldo is Associate Professor of Management 
at Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna in Pisa, where he 
coordinates a research group within the Istituto 
di Management, and Research Director at IEFE 
(Institute for Environment and Energy Economics), 
a research centre of Bocconi University in Milan. He 
is responsible for teaching courses in Sustainability 
Management at several post-graduate MSCs 
and business schools. In 2006 he helped found 
CESISP (the Inter-University Centre for Product 
Sustainability), where he currently works as project 
manager. As an independent expert, he sits on 

several environmental committees within third-
party certification bodies. Among his main research 
activities are pilot projects and studies carried 
out on behalf of national and EU institutions on 
various aspects of environmental policy. Amongst 
the EU-funded projects he has coordinated are 
the following: EVER (Evaluation of Emas and the 
EU Ecolabel for their Revision), The Links between 
Environment and Competitiveness and EMPIRE 
(Environmental regulation and Market-forces 
Providing Incentives for Resource Efficiency). 

For further info: www.fabioiraldo.it 
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ANNE LENAERTS, Your Mover Logistics/NNOF
In 1997 Anne Lenaerts became a consultant in 
communications at Public Relations Partners where 
she specialised in environmental communication. 
Since 2005 she has been in charge of business 
development for the removal company 
Vandergroten, and subsequently she became 
Account Manager and responsible for external 
communications for Your Mover Logistics. She 
founded the Nnof (Nearly New Office Facilities) 

concept within PMC Holding, where she is 
responsible for the environmental programme as 
well as being a member of the Executive Board 
and their HR, CSR and Corporate Communications 
Manager. PMC Holding is the mother company of 
Your Mover Vandergroten, Your Mover Logistics, 
Nnof and D&C Services.  
https://twitter.com/lenaertsanne

SERENA LOSI, Municipality of Tavarnelle Val di Pesa, Italy
Serena Losi is currently responsible for 
implementing the environmental management 
system in the municipality of Tavarnelle Val di 
Pesa, an EMAS-registered municipality. Tavarnelle 
Val di Pesa is located in the Chianti region near 
Florence, with a hilly landscape rich in historic 
villages and medieval churches popular with 
tourists. Tavarnelle’s economy is based on tourism, 

agriculture, of which wine (Chianti Classico) and 
virgin olive oil are the principal products, and 
industrial activities, mostly located in an industrial 
area with 250 private firms. Environmental 
protection is thus essential for preserving the area’s 
economic activity.  

LUDWIG KARG, Parallel panel session 2 Moderator 
Founding Director of B.A.U.M. Group 
Ludwig Karg has held positions in Intel Corp. for 
multimedia and network products. He is Managing 
Director of B.A.U.M. Consult GmbH (since 1993) 
and Chairman of INEM (International Network 
of Environmental Management). He has been 
responsible for the management of sustainability 
processes for cities, towns and rural areas. He 
helped, amongst others, 12 Latvian towns and 
the European Central Bank to get their EMAS 
certificate. Lately with his team, he has developed 
numerous climate and energy concepts for cities 

and regions, and assisted in the development of 
future-proofing software tools for companies and 
local authorities. Since 2008 he has headed a 
consortium of researchers, knowledge managers 
and communication specialists to manage and 
support the German E-Energy and ICT for Electric 
Mobility programs (www.e-energy.de/en). He is 
responsible for many projects, including S3C (on 
the integration of customers and society in energy 
transition processes, www.S3C-project.eu). 

MACIEJ KRZYCZKOWSKI, General Directorate for Environmental Protection, 
Poland
Maciej Krzyczkowski is a graduate of environmental 
studies from the Warsaw University of Life Sciences 
and the University of Science and Technology 
in Krakow. He specialises in environmental 
management systems, environmental reporting 
and environmental law, especially concerning 
waste management. He previously worked as an 
environmental auditor and advisor for various 
companies from the private sector. He is the author 
of many publication and lectures focused on 

environmental management, waste management 
and legal aspects of environmental protection.  
On behalf of GDEP Maciej Krzyczkowski is responsible 
for the EU Eco-Management and Audit Scheme 
(EMAS) in Poland. One of his tasks is to coordinate  
a range of activities designed to promote EMAS  
in Poland.
https://twitter.com/ZielonaEkonomia 
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SAMI LUNDGREN, Director Ecolabels and Reporting at United Paper Mills –  
The Biofore Company
Sami Lundgren started his career in June 1987 at 
the Voikkaa paper mill at the Kymmene Corpration 
in Finland.He moved to the head office of UPM-
Kymmene Corporation in Helsinki in 2001. Since 
then, he has concentrated purely on environmental 
topics at UPM, while also being located for shorter 
periods in Canada and China.  
He started his environmental career in the position 
of Environmental Analyst in 2001 and was 
promoted to Senior Environmental Analyst in 2006. 

Since 2009 he has held the position of Director at 
UPM-Kymmene, first as Director of Environmental 
Services and then afterwards as Director of 
Environmental Intelligence. In November 2013 he 
assumed his current role as Director, Ecolabels and 
Reporting.

EDDI OMRCEN, Environmental manager, University of Gothenburg
Eddi Omrcen has worked as Environmental 
Coordinator since 2000 and as Environmental 
Manager since 2004 at the University of 
Gothenburg. He is responsible for developing and 
implementing the Environmental Management 
System certified according to ISO 14001 and Eco-
Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS). He is in 
charge of the University Environmental Unit. He has 
done research on companies’ pollution-prevention 
strategies, environmentally-adjusted product 
development, and development of environmental 
management systems. For several years he also 

did research on projects, project management, 
temporary organisations and intrapreneurship. 
During the 1990s he developed undergraduate 
courses in environmentally driven businesses and 
also in project management and entrepreneurship. 
This was done at the University of Gothenburg and 
Chalmers University of Technology. He has worked 
as a consultant in the fields of environmental 
management systems, change management, 
project management, intrapreneurship and 
entrepreneurship.

Sebastien Paquot started his career in 2005 in 
the private sector. He occupied several marketing 
positions in companies such as Unilever and Sara 
Lee.  In 2011 he joined Spadel,  where he has been 
in charge of eco-innovation projects.

In 2014 he joined the European Commission as 
Policy Officer in the DG Environment and became 
a member of the unit dealing with Green Economy 
files. He is currently in charge of EMAS.

SéBASTIEN PAqUOT, Parallel panel session 1 Rapporteur 
EMAS policy officer, European Commission

MARIA PASSALACqUA, EMAS Club Spain
After years of environmental management 
consultancy, training and auditing in Italy and other 
countries, Maria Passalacqua  moved to Barcelona, 
and a few years later – in 2006 – she became 
involved in a challenging project: to promote 
EMAS at all levels and to increase the number of 
registrations in the region of Catalonia. At that time, 
she had the opportunity to collaborate both with an 
active group of EMAS-registered organisations and 

a motivated EMAS-Competent Body, and create the 
first EMAS Club in Europe (www.clubemas.cat).  
The EMAS Club is a private, not-for-profit association 
whose membership comprises companies and other 
organisations from different sectors and of different 
sizes with a common objective: to continually 
improve their environmental performance through 
EMAS and to convince other entrepreneurs to do the 
same.
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STEVE RANSOM, Bristol City Council, United Kingdom (European Green Capital 
Award winner 2015) 
Steve Ransom has worked at Bristol City Council 
for over ten years, ensuring it saves money, makes 
better use of resources, protects the environment 
and complies with European law. He has worked 
tirelessly to implement EMAS across all of the 
council’s direct services, helping to achieve 
impressive reductions in energy, water, travel and 
waste. The council won the EMAS award in 2012 
in recognition of its success in reducing water 
consumption, and improving water quality in local 
rivers. His leadership on the auditing, monitoring 
and measurement established for EMAS was a key 

part of the successful technical bid to be European 
Green Capital 2015. He has also collaborated in 
European projects to implement environmental 
management systems in EU accession countries, 
and improve the sustainability of public 
procurement. For Green Capital year he has pledged 
to take some of his salary in Bristol Pounds, a local 
currency that promotes economic growth in the 
region. You can find out more about Bristol City 
Council’s Energy Service by following us on Twitter 
@BristolEnergy or on the council’s website: 
www.bristol.gov.uk/EnergyService 

LEIDA RIJNHOUT, Parallel panel session 3 Moderator 
Global Policies Director, European Environmental Bureau
Leida Rijnhout has a background in cultural 
anthropology and more than 30 years’ experience 
in international development cooperation and 
sustainability. She facilitated and coordinated 
the engagement of the global NGO community 
in the United Nations processes on Sustainable 
Development and Environment (World Summit on 
Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, 2002 
and Rio+20, 2012). She currently coordinates, as 
Organising Partner for the United Nations, the input 
of global NGO society to the process on Sustainable 
Development Goals and governance for Sustainable 
Development. She is the European Focal Point for 
civil society in Europe in the 10 year Framework 
Programme on Sustainable Consumption 

and Production (United Nations Environment 
Programme), and she is the representative for 
Environmental NGOs at the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development. Before 
switching to sustainable development, she worked 
for 15 years in international cooperation, with 
particular focus on rural development in Latin 
America (Bolivia). Subsequently she worked for 
eight years as coordinator of a Flemish platform for 
Sustainable Development (VODO), then becoming 
Executive Director of ANPED (Northern Alliance for 
Sustainability), an international NGO network that 
merged with the EEB in 2014.

YUAN qIN, Administrative Centre for China’s Agenda 21, Chinese Ministry of  
Science and Technology (Representative of SWITCH ASIA EMAS Global project)
Yuan Qin is the Project Officer of the Clean 
Technology Development Division of the 
Administrative Centre for China’s Agenda 21 
(ACCA21), leading the international collaborative 
work on cleaner production, environmental 
management, energy efficiency technologies, 
climate change mitigation policies and strategies to 
promote sustainable development, and supporting 
the ACCA21 S&T project management work on 
innovation method research. She has over ten 
years of experience in various fields relating to 

the environment and energy. She was seconded 
to the International Energy Agency (IEA) as a 
consultant by the Ministry of Chinese Science and 
Technology (MOST) for one year. In the EU-funded 
project, Premium Environmental Management for 
Companies in China (EMAS Global China), she acts 
as the Chinese project manager and has worked 
with two international partners, Centric Austria 
International and adelphi research gGmbH to 
promote EMAS practice in China since 2012. 
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MARIA JOSE SARRIAS, Directorate General for Environmental Quality,  
Catalan Government
Maria Jose Sarrias began her career at the Spanish 
National Research Council (CSIC), spending eight 
years in the field of neuroscience research. Since 
1990 she has been working for the Catalan 
Government at the Directorate-General for 
Environmental Quality. In 2009 she became Head 
of the Service of Environmental Qualification at 
the Directorate-General for Environmental Quality 
within the Ministry of Territory and Sustainability. 
Her main responsibilities and functions focus on 
the promotion and management of sustainable 

development and the circular economy: 
environmental labelling systems (Catalan and 
European), environmental management systems 
(EMAS and ISO 14.001), and other issues such 
as eco-design and eco-innovation, life cycle 
assessment (LCA) and green public procurement. 
In addition, she carries out other functions related 
to promoting the use of best available techniques, 
sustainable mobility and urban air quality and the 
safe use of chemicals.
https://twitter.com/mjsarrias

ANNETTE SCHMIDT-RÄNTSCH, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Germany
Annette Schmidt-Räntsch is a lawyer, who has been 
working on environmental management since 1999. 
The Ministry is EMAS-registered with all its sites in 
Bonn and Berlin. 

DANIEL WEISS, Parallel panel session 3 Rapporteur 
Senior Project Manager, adelphi/EMAS Helpdesk
Daniel Weiss is a Senior Project Manager at adelphi. 
adelphi is a leading independent think tank and 
public policy consultancy on climate, environment 
and development. In the last five years Mr. Weiss 
has led projects on a national and international 
level in the fields of environmental management, 
corporate responsibility, and governmental 
sustainability strategies.

In the environmental management field, he is also 
leading various projects on behalf of the European 
Commission. Among other responsibilities, he runs 
the EMAS help desk, which is chiefly concerned with 
the Europe-wide dialogue between stakeholders. 
Together with Chinese partners he advises the 
European Commission regarding the practical 
implementation of EMAS in China.
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