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It is my great pleasure to welcome you  
to this conference celebrating 20 years  
of EMAS.

Over the past 20 years, environmental 
challenges like climate change and the 
need for better resource management 
have been constantly in the public eye. 
In parallel to that, the European Eco-
Management and Audit Scheme has grown 
in importance. It offers solutions that 
businesses, organisations of all sizes and 
public bodies can implement with ease, 
constantly improving their environmental 
management practices, and contributing 
to the implementation of the circular 
economy. 

EMAS has helped thousands of organisations 
since its inception in 1995. Users have 
become more resource-efficient, consumed 
energy more wisely, saved on costs and 
reduced their environmental impacts 
at the same time. Its environmental 
reporting requirement has meant 
registered organisations are among the 
most transparent in the world, as regards 
to environmental data. And through its 
oversight by public authorities, EMAS offers 
governments and regulators the opportunity 
to streamline administration, saving time 
and resources.   

Today’s conference will highlight the 
numerous benefits EMAS can offer,  
with front-runner organisations from all 
over the EU – including those who were 
among the first to register under the 
scheme – sharing their experiences and 
receiving special recognition for their years 
of effort. 

But we are not here to reminisce about the 
past. We will also be looking to the future, 
with discussions on how public authorities 
can use the scheme, how we can use 
EMAS more to green our cities, and what 
place the scheme will have in a more 
circular economy.

The circular economy is an idea that will 
become increasingly prominent in years 
to come. The time has come to modernize 
our economy, and to move away from the 
old linear model of “take-make-throw”,  
to a more a virtuous circle, where 
we “take-make-remake”, and recycle 
materials for as long as possible.  
A more circular model, where waste 
becomes the input for a new process, and 
simply discarding used items becomes an 
outmoded way of thinking. EMAS thinking 
can take us a long way in the right 
direction.

With that in mind, I invite all participants 
to make the best use of this international 
event. I am sure that it will underline 
once again that better environmental 
management is not just about environmental 
performance. It is also about modernizing 
our economy, and finding new routes  
to the growth and job creation that Europe 
so badly needs.

I wish you a very successful conference!

Karmenu Vella
European Commissioner 
for Environment, 
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries


