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Dear EMAS community,

The popularity of environmental management systems
(EMS) as tools to improve organisations� environmental
performance is constantly growing. Numerous EMS
exist throughout Europe which have been adopted by
both private and public organisations. Though each
EMS represents a worthy step towards improved
environmental performance, committed organisations
come to a point where they face the system�s limits and
feel the need for a more demanding and ambitious EMS.

This newsletter focuses on how organisations can
upgrade an existing EMS to EMAS in order to register
to the premium benchmark for environmental
management.

Article 45 has been included in EMAS III to attract
organisations using other EMS by recognising those
EMS as equivalent to EMAS parts. Also in focus of this
newsletter is a study launched by the European
Commission which analyses different informal EMS and
ISO 14001 in relation to EMAS.  

Enjoy the reading!

The EMAS Team, European Commission, Environment
Directorate General � Unit C1 � Environment & Industry

Step up to excellent
performance � transition from
a non-formal EMS to EMAS

In the Spotlight: New article 45
Excellent performance
in just a few steps
Article 45 is a cornerstone of the latest
Regulation. This new element of EMAS III
significantly increases the applicability of the
scheme and strengthens its outreach. In order
to facilitate organisations� upgrading from an
existing EMS to EMAS, the scheme�s relationship
with other EMS is specified. 
Based on Article 45, existing EMS or parts
thereof can be recognised as complying with
corresponding requirements of EMAS III. This
recognition is valuable for organisations
seeking to register with EMAS so as to
enhance their performance, credibility and
transparency. Organisations can now seek
EMAS registration using the previous work they
have carried out to fulfill the criteria for another
EMS.

In order to achieve
recognition, Member
States need to submit a written request to the
European Commission. They should specify the
parts of the EMS for which they are seeking
recognition, and provide evidence of their
equivalence to EMAS III.
In 2009, the European Commission launched a
supporting study outlining a step-by-step
approach to upgrading from each EMS and
ISO 14001 to EMAS. The study is now
available online on the Europa EMAS website.
In addition to providing critical information for
organisations that have already adopted an
EMS other than EMAS, the study can prove
useful for Member States that are considering
submitting a request as foreseen in Article 45.

Editorial
Mr. Janez Poto vcnik

Commissioner for Environment
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Case study
From ECOCAMPING to EMAS

A systematic stepwise upgrading from an
existing environmental management system
(EMS) to EMAS can unlock significant value.
Holmernhof campsite in Bad Füssing,
Germany decided to upgrade from
ECOCAMPING to EMAS in 2003. 

ECOCAMPING is an EMS that has been
specifically developed for campsites.
Currently, 225 campsites, located in
Germany, Austria, Switzerland and Italy, are
certified under ECOCAMPING. 

Holmernhof campsite decided to upgrade
from ECOCAMPING to EMAS mainly because
legal compliance is a core element of the
scheme � unlike with other EMS. Registration
with EMAS requires organisations to be
better prepared to tackle regulatory issues
systematically. In addition, campsites that
promote environmentally friendly vacations
benefit from adopting an environmental
policy and mission. 

The campsite renewed its EMAS registration
in 2009. Since its previous EMAS registration
renewal in 2006, the campsite has reduced
(inter alia) its per guest-night greenhouse
gas emissions, water consumption and
electricity consumption. 

EMAS has been jointly implemented by the
campsite owner and a project manager of
ECOCAMPING.  It took around three months to
collect the necessary data for EMAS
registration. Since the campsite had been
certified under ECOCAMPING, which offers
various benefits similar to those of EMAS,
several EMAS requirements had already been
fulfilled � such as the supply of data on
consumption and waste management as
well as the involvement of employees. In
addition, the campsite was able to make use
of the ECOCAMPING report, which includes
(inter alia) an environmental policy and a
summary of available consumption data.
Reflecting on the implementation process, 

Interview
A verifier�s experience on registering
an organisation under EMAS III

JosØ Leitªo, CEO of the EMAS verifier
�Associaçªo Portuguesa de Certificaçªo�
(APCER), talks about his experience of
registering BITZER (Portugal) Compressores
para Frio, S. A. with EMAS III in 2010 as part
of a surveillance audit. BITZER (Portugal) is
a manufacturer of refrigerant compressors.
The company was first registered with
EMAS in 2003. 
In 2002, APCER became the first accredited
EMAS verifier in Portugal and undertook its
first verification also in that year.

Helpdesk: What are the main benefits of
EMAS III for registered organisations?
JosØ Leitªo: The strongest benefit that arises
from EMAS III concerns the structure of the
environmental statement, which is clearer
and allows a better understanding of the

organisation�s environmental conduct,
particularly for external stakeholders.

Which main steps were necessary to
register the organisation under EMAS III?

the campsite emphasised that the upgrade
required a significant amount of time,
particularly because of the demanding
documentation requirements.

Information about Holmernhof campsite is
available at: www.holmernhof.de
Further information about ECOCAMPING is
available at: www.ecocamping.net
Information about the systematic stepwise
approach from ECOCAMPING (or another
EMS) to EMAS is avaiblable at:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/
documents/StepUp_1.html

The environmental statement had to be
restructured in the light of the requirements of
EMAS III. The information analysed since 2006
allowed BITZER (Portugal) to evaluate its
environmental performance over several
years. This information allowed more concrete
data to be shown in order to satisfy the
requirement concerning the environmental
core indicators and to communicate the
performance during this period.

How has the organisation reported on
EMAS III environmental core indicators?
The three figures required were reported for
each indicator: total annual input/impact;
overall annual output; and the ratio between
these two figures.
BITZER (Portugal) reported the EMAS III core
indicators from 2006 to 2009 in a table,
which shows the three required figures for
each indicator, and also in graphics, where a
more immediate analysis of progress is
presented.

Further information on APCER is available at:
www.apcer.pt

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/documents/StepUp_1.htm
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Best practice
Polish EMAS campaign
A key to the long-term success of EMAS as a
premium benchmark for environmental
management is purposeful and effective
information and promotion campaigns on the
part of Member States. 

In Poland, the �Ecomanagement in the
Enterprise� campaign has been launched by the
Environmental Information Centre (Centrum
Informacji o ·Srodowisku) in collaboration with
the General Directorate for Environmental
Protection to disseminate information about
EMAS, to promote the scheme�s benefits, and to
encourage entrepreneurs and businesses to join
the scheme. The campaign is being carried out
under the auspices of the Polish Ministry of the
Environment and is supported by the National
Fund for Environmental Protection and Water
Management. 

The campaign rests upon two pillars:  region-
wide conferences and EMAS training sessions. 

A series of region-wide conferences is being
held in all Polish regions throughout 2010. The
first conference took place in March. Topics
covered comprised the general provisions of
EMAS, the new elements of EMAS III,

Tool
Step up to EMAS
The �Step Up to EMAS� study is now available
online in a user-friendly format. 21 EMS
Factsheets, 21 Summary Brochures and 5
Guidelines that suggest steps to take from
selected EMS to EMAS are accessible either
by tool category or by EMS.

differences between ISO 14001 and EMAS and
the benefits of EMAS registration. The next
workshops will focus on organisations seeking
EMAS registration. Presentations cover the
steps taken to implement the scheme, the
elements and the role of the environmental
statement, and the experiences of EMAS-
registered organisations.

EMAS training sessions, which will be launched in
autumn, are valuable forums for exchanging
ideas about best practices. They will be
conducted by experts in the field of
environmental management systems (EMS) such
as representatives of the Ministry of
the Environment and the General Directorate for
Environmental Protection, as well as
environmental verifiers and consultants.
Participants will consist mainly of representatives
from organisations that have implemented ISO
14001 or an EMS according to ISO 14001.
Participants are encouraged to contribute
suggestions for improving the applicability of the
scheme and increasing its uptake. 

Further information about the campaign is
available at: www.emas.ekoportal.pl

Portrait
Jean-Luc Descrimes,
Technical Director,
Marais du Vigueirat

The French association �Friends of the Marais
du Vigueirat�, which involves the coastal
reserve, the Arles mayor�s office, the tourism
office and the WWF, manages the conservation
area with the goal of preserving the Vigueirat
marshlands. It also offers social integration
programs and welcomes tourists.

Facing the challenge of combining tourism
activities with environmental protection has
incited the Marais du Vigueirat to launch a
programme supported by LIFE PROMESSE
(2002-2007) which resulted in a massive
investment in green equipment.

This subsequently led its managers to consider
setting up an EMS. They chose EMAS for its
clarity, its high standards, its European scope
and its complementarity to the existing
biodiversity management system. EMAS
registration was doubly rewarding as it
allowed the organisation to get ISO 14001
certification at the same time.

According to Mr. Descrimes, EMAS conveys a
high added value. First in terms of recognition
from the tourists, EMAS is a remarkable
communication instrument, as well as in terms
of efficient equipment management, thus
allowing the conservation area to reduce
water consumption by 40%, to achieve heat
autonomy, to minimise waste disposal fees
and to produce 60% of their electricity while
phasing out fossil energies.

Marais du Vigueirat is recognised as a Pioneer
among conservation areas.  As Mr. Descrimes
often comforts his sometimes reluctant
counterparts: �There is a common sense logic
behind EMAS. EMAS conveys continuity in
action and it is beneficial in the long run.�

www.marais-vigueirat.reserves-naturelles.org
www.life-promesse.orghttp://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/documents/kit_en.html
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/documents/kit_en.htm#stepUp


On 9 and 10 June the annual EMAS conference
took place in Salzburg, Austria. Participants
from ministries, the European Commission,
companies and academia gathered to discuss
the role of EMAS III as a modern management instrument. The event was organised by the Austrian Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Environment, Salzburg Airport, and the German Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety.  
In light of climate change and resource scarcity, the topic of resource management was analysed from different
perspectives. Professor Ernst Ulrich von Weizsäcker, Co-Chair International Panel for Sustainable Resource
Management, stressed the importance of resource efficiency for sustainable development. Pavel Misiga, Head of
Unit �Environment and Industry�, Directorate-General for the Environment, European Commission introduced the
objectives of EMAS III and emphasised the value of EMAS as an energy and resource efficiency tool. 
A highlight of the conference was the announcement of the
winners of the national EMAS Award. The award acknowledged
achievements in the categories of �best environmental
statement and innovative environmental management� and �best
environmental managers/teams�. 
Further information on the conference and the list of award winners
is available at:
www.emas.gv.at/article/articleview/81776/1/16773

KH-AL-10-002-EN
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EMAS website
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas

EMAS in figures
In July 2010, the number of EMAS
registered organisations has grown
by 3,66% compared to July 2009 and
the proportion of SMEs in the scheme
has reached 80%.

Registered organisationsand sites
Austria 250 616
Belgium 50 429
Bulgaria 0 0
Cyprus 5 5
Czech Republic 26 48
Denmark 91 248
Estonia 2 4
Finland 22 24
France 17 17
Germany 1,408 1,890
Greece 67 819
Hungary 21 24
Ireland 8 16
Italy 1,035 1,460
Latvia 5 7
Lithuania 0 0
Luxembourg 2 4
Malta 1 1
Netherlands 6 6
Norway 21 21
Poland 20 27
Portugal 76 84
Romania 4 6
Slovakia 4 5
Slovenia 3 7
Spain 1,227 1,537
Sweden 75 76
United Kingdom 61 328
Total 4,507 7,709

Leading industrial sectors:
Sectors Registrations

� Waste and disposal........................438
� Fabricated metal products,

except machinery
and equipment...............................248

� Electricity, gas.................................250
� Chemicals ........................................222
� Manufacture of food products ......193

Leading service sectors:
Sectors Registrations

� Public administration .....................451
� Accomodation .................................243
� Activities of membership

organisations ..................................190
� Education.........................................180
� Architectural and engineering

activities..........................................124

22-24 September 2010
Berlin, Germany
Fourth International Conference on Corporate
Social Responsibility 
The conference seeks to identify professional trends in CSR
and corporate governance.
Further information is available at:
www.csr-hu-berlin.org

4 October 2010
Club EMAS, Barcelona, Spain
Best practice exchange in the framework of ECAP
Second On-the-Job training session
Further information is available at: http://ec.europa.eu/
environment/sme/toolkits/training2010_en.html

11-12 October 2010
ACFCI, Paris, France
Best practice exchange in the framework of ECAP
Second Study Tour
Further information is available at: http://ec.europa.eu/
environment/sme/toolkits/training2010_en.html

18 October 2010 
Brussels, Belgium
EU Ecolabel Communication Award Ceremony
Event
This award aims to recognise holders and retailers of
ecolabelled products and services that have undertaken
exceptional promotional activities to increase public
awareness on the EU Ecolabel.
Further information is available at: www.ecolabel.eu

25 November 2010 
Brussels, Belgium
International Conference on EMAS: Towards a
resource efficient economy
This conference is organised by the European Commission,
DG Environment and the Belgian Presidency of the
Council of the European Union in conjunction with the
EU BE-SMARTER project.
There is a limited number of places available.
Register online at: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
emas/conference2010.html

Upcoming events

News
Discussing EMAS III
at EMAS conference
in Austria

The EMAS newsletter is published by the EMAS Helpdesk on behalf of the
European Commission. For a free subscription, or to download electronic
copies of any issue, you can visit the EMAS website at
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas.

For comments or further information, please send an email to the EMAS
Helpdesk at: emas@biois.com or write to the following address:

EMAS Helpdesk
c/o BIO Intelligence Service � 20-22 Villa Deshayes � 75014 Paris � France
Telephone: +33 1 53 90 11 75

+3,66%
EMAS

Organisations

80%
SMEs

Workshop in Hungary linking
environmental management
systems and CSR
A one-day workshop was held on 12 May 2010 on the topic of
Environmental Management Systems (EMS) and Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) in Budapest, Hungary. 
The programme was organised by EOQ MNB (European Organisation
for Quality) in cooperation with the National Inspectorate for
Environment, Nature and Water as the Hungarian EMAS Competent
Body. The programme attracted many interested participants from
companies, certifying bodies and auditing firms.
The founder of the Hungarian KÖVET Association for Sustainable
Economies and initiator of �EMAS Easy� in Hungary emphasised the
importance of CSR and set out a model of a company operating in a
truly responsible manner. A colleague of his demonstrated the
impact and the success of �EMAS Easy� in Hungary and also in other
Member States.
Further information on the event is available at:
http://emas.kvvm.hu/
Information on the �EMAS Easy� approach in Hungary is available at:
www.kovet.hu/view/main/2.html
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www.emas-register.eu


