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The EU Ecolabel encourages sustainable consumption  

In all European countries, the return to school after the Summer break often starts 

with the purchase of new school supplies.  

The EU Ecolabel month in Denmark 

Ecolabelling Denmark has arranged three major events as part of the EU Ecolabel 

month 2011, concerning both the EU-Ecolabel and the Nordic Ecolabel on 15, 22 and 

29 October. 

Between mid-September and mid-October the EU Ecolabel Month 2011 is taking 

place. 

From 3-9 October, the European SME Week 2011 will take place In Brussels, Belgium. 

From 14-16 October, the 5th “Tourisme Autrement” fair for Sustainable Tourism will 

take place in Brussels, Belgium.  
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The EU Ecolabel encourages sustainable consumption 

In all European countries, the return to 

school after the Summer break often 

starts with the purchase of new school 

supplies. Whether they consume too 

many resources or they contain 

significant quantities of harmful 

products, they always have a significant 

impact on the environment. According 

to a press release from ADEME (1), a 

schoolbag for instance, consumes 59 kg 

of carbon dioxide during its whole life 

cycle, from manufacturing to disposal, 

which equates to driving 370km by car! 

However, responsible shopping can be 

achieved by choosing EU ecolabelled 

products such as paper form notebooks, 

folders, and graphic paper. 

According to the French Environment 

Ministry (2), it is the so-called “label 

jungle law” that rules in modern 

supermarkets: between national labels, 

the EU Ecolabel, private labels and green 

claims, it is often difficult for European 

consumers to make the right choice. 

 

This time of the year is also an 

interesting moment to analyse 

purchasing habits of consumers all over 

Europe. Recently, a study confirmed that 

environmental labels including the EU 

Ecolabel encourage sustainable 

consumption. On the basis of data from 

a 2007 Eurobarometer survey, the study 

revealed that the levels of ecolabelled 

product purchasing vary across the 18 

European countries who took part. 

While Sweden, Denmark, Austria, and 

Luxembourg take the lead in the 

purchase of ecolabelled products, 

consumers in Eastern and Southern 

European countries tend to buy the 

fewest ecolabelled goods.  

This study allows us to see clearly one of 

the strengths of the EU Ecolabel: it is a 

clear reference for consumers who can 

find it across all EU Member States with 

the same criteria and requirements.  

One of the arguments often used against 

this tool is that ecolabelled products are 

more expensive, in particular in that 

period of the year when purchase is a 

necessity. However, the French 

Environment Ministry (3) recently stated 

that ecolabelled products such as those 

with the EU Ecolabel, are far from being 

the most expensive products: they often 

lie in the middle range of prices. They are 

a good opportunity to balance green 

values with compliance costs for families.  

 

For further information on this study, 

please click here 

 

(1)(2)(3) The full press release is available 
(in French only) here   

Ecolabelling Denmark has arranged three 

major events as part of the EU Ecolabel 

month 2011, concerning both the EU 

Ecolabel and the Nordic Ecolabel on 15, 

22 and 29 October. The aim is to 

increase general knowledge on the EU 

Ecolabel and increase the number of 

fans on Facebook by 500. Focusing 

particularly on young parent families 

during these events, Ecolabelling 

Denmark will also explain how the wide 

range of ecolabelled products makes it 

easy to be an environmentally friendly 

and climate conscious consumer.  

Based on a story-telling idea, shopping 

centres in Denmark's three largest cities 

will be decorated with a special 

ecolabelled area for children and their 

parents. Every hour a popular celebrity 

from Danish childrens’ TV programmes 

will be reading aloud from a book about 

Maggie (the Flower, representing the EU 

Ecolabel) and Svante (the Swan, 

embodying the Nordic Ecolabel), two 

friends who take good care of each other 

– and of the environment! 

The two charming characters will also 

decorate the signs put up in the 

shopping centres explaining that 

everything in the area is ecolabelled. The 

mattresses on the floor, the furnishing 

fabrics that were sewn to cover them, 

the fabrics around the scene and the 

large TVs that will be projecting pictures 

from the book are all EU ecolabelled – 

just like the paint used for the fence 

around the area. Flooring, furniture and 

toys to play with will all carry the Nordic 

Swan ecolabel. There will also be EU 

The EU Ecolabel month in Denmark 

ecolabelled paper to draw on and printed 

sheets of Maggie and Svante to fill out 

with lots of coloured ecolabelled ink 

pens. All visitors will receive a book and a 

balloon with prints of the EU Ecolabel and 

the Nordic Ecolabel. And if they want to 

hear the story as an audio book along 

with two more stories about Maggie and 

Svante, all they have to do is become a 

fan of Ecolabelling Denmark’s Facebook 

page where the stories can be 

downloaded. 

Besides Facebook, another on-line 

activity is part of the campaign: an 

application featuring a Maggie and 

Svante colouring book and the illustrated 

story with a turn-page function. The 

campaign will be supported by PR and 

advertising activities. So whether you are 

planning to visit Denmark or not, you can 

still get a glimpse of the campaign 

online .  

Visit the Facebook page for further on-

line information.  

Between mid-September and mid-October the EU Ecolabel Month 2011 will take 

place. A wide range of activities are organised in the different participating Member 

States to promote the EU Ecolabel. Please check with your local Competent Body for 

events planned in your country. 

From 3-9 October, the European SME Week 2011 will take place In Brussels, Belgium. 

It promotes and gives recognition to entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship. Further 

information is available here. 

From 14-16 October, the 5th “Tourisme Autrement” fair for Sustainable Tourism will 

take place in Brussels, Belgium. It presents ethical and fair projects based on 

sustainable development, for both local and international tourism.  Further 

information is available here.  
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Svante the Swan, and Maggie the 

Flower 

The EU Ecolabel  helps you shop 

responsibly 
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