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Agenda 

10 January 2014: Workshop on Sustainable Performance and CSR, Loire Valley, France 

17-18 January 2013: Multinational Knowledge Brokerage Event on “Green ICT for Sustainable Consumption”, Vienna, Austria  

28 January 2014: Sustainable Development Research Network Annual Conference, London, England  

26-29 January 2014: FRESH and European Sustainable Events Conference 2014, Copenhagen, Denmark 

In October 2013, CLCV, the 

French national consumers 

association, published a 

survey on the price and 

availability of EU  

Ecolabelled and NF  

Environment (French  

national ecolabel) certified 

products. This survey was 

carried out in Partnership with ADEME, the French agency of  

environment and energy management.  

 

The survey concluded that retailer brands awarded with the EU 

Ecolabel or NF Environment offer attractive prices in current  

markets, which enables the coupling of sustainable consumption 

and purchasing power. The survey results were based on  

shopping tests carried out in 81 French outlets.  

 

Results outlined that the price of two retailer brands’ EU  

Ecolabelled or NF Environment certified products had decreased 

in comparison to the results of the previous version of the study 

Prices of EU Ecolabelled Products are now more attractive, according to CLCV 

conducted in 2011. According to this study, prices for ecolabelled 

detergents and coffee filters are now able to compete in the  

market for discount products. However, this does not remove the 

disparities between points of sales. 

 

Contrary to previous concerns outlined by the CLCV,  

communicating the purpose of ecolabels has improved on the 

packaging of ecolabelled products. According to the association, 

retailer brands have achieved this by adopting a simpler labelling 

system, and also by increasing the label to a reasonable size. 

 

To read the survey (in French), please consult: 

http://www.clcv.org/images/CLCV/fichiers/ecoconsommation/

Enquete-Ecolabels-2013.pdf 

  

http://www.actu-environnement.com/ae/agenda/manif/1er-atelier-responsabilite-societale-entreprise-18787.php4
http://www.eceee.org/events/calendar/2013/green-ICT-for-sustainable-consumption
http://www.sd-research.org.uk/events/sdrn-annual-conference-registration-now-open
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreencapital/news/events/fresh-and-european-sustainable-events-conference-2014/index.html
http://www.clcv.org/images/CLCV/fichiers/ecoconsommation/Enquete-Ecolabels-2013.pdf
http://www.clcv.org/images/CLCV/fichiers/ecoconsommation/Enquete-Ecolabels-2013.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does your toilet save water? The criteria for flushing toilets and urinals were released by the 

Commission on 7 November 2013 

7 November 2013 was a good day for flushing toilets and urinals—

now they can be EU Ecolabelled too!  

 

The Commission decision established the ecological criteria for this 

brand new product group which covers both domestic and  

non-domestic use toilets. One of the main criteria points is that EU 

Ecolabelled toilets use less than six litres of water per flush, and  

urinals use no more than one litre per flush.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water consumption contributes significantly to the overall envi-

ronmental impacts of domestic and non domestic buildings.  

 

Flushing toilets and urinals that enter the scheme will contribute 

to a reduction in water consumption and energy because of their: 

low-flush volume, ensured product performance, composition of 

less or no hazardous substances and mixtures (such as H401 which 

is very toxic to aquatic life with long lasting effects and H370 which 

causes damage to organs), reduced end-of-life impacts, and more.    

 

The integration of this product group within the already existing 

31 product groups was a long and detailed process that started in 

January 2011.  

During this collaboration period, there was significant discussion 

surrounding the litre flush limit. Proposals suggested for this limit 

to be reduced to half a litre per flush for urinals, and three and a 

half litres per flush for toilets. However, after factoring in  market 

research, it was felt that such a low litre flush limit would inhibit 

producers to be able to comply with the criteria. Hence, the six 

litres limit for toilets and one litre for urinals were agreed upon. 

 

Apart from the EU Ecolabel voluntary scheme, some of the EU 

Member States have created regulations towards combating  

water guzzling toilets. Currently in the Netherlands, and possibly 

soon in France and Portugal, toilets with more than six litres per 

flush will not be able to be installed. The United Kingdom greatly 

encourages the installation of low flush toilets and has  

furthermore prohibited the installation of toilets with more than 

six litres per flush. Britain’s legislation allows for toilets (up to nine 

litres per flush) that have been  installed before the integration of 

the legislation to be “grandfathered” into the system to ease the 

transition to this new legislation.   

 

The combination of national legislations/restrictions on flushing 

toilets and the creation of this product group’s EU Ecolabel criteria 

will hopefully incentivise consumers to create a demand for these 

eco-friendly products.  

 
Manufacturers and consumers should remember that the EU  

Ecolabel is a voluntary scheme, therefore the companies or  

businesses that are interested in obtaining the certification must 

apply, comply with the criteria, and be granted the EU Ecolabel to 

demonstrate their commitment to the environment through this 

ecolabel. 

 

For more information about EU Ecolabel flushing toilets and  

urinals, please read the full criteria:  

Commission Decision of 7 November 2013  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:299:0038:0051:EN:PDF


 

 

 

 

Company Profile: Danish paint company Dyrup A/S strives to actively promote sustainability 

sulphur emissions during production, reduced hazardous waste of 
by-products during titanium dioxide production, an absence of 
heavy metals and substances harmful for the environment and 
health, among other lower environmental impacts.  
 
The EU Ecolabel has proved to be an influential marketing tool to 

communicate Dyrup A/S’ positive stance on the 
environment in relation to their line of work; they 
have gained a competitive edge and they have 
even become a preferred product on the Danish 
market. Throughout the years, they realised that 
their customers regard their EU Ecolabel  
certification as a seal of quality assurance that 
can be trusted. 
 
They hope that their company’s clear and  
uniform profile in terms of social and  
environmental responsibility will continue to be 
enhanced through their compliance with the EU 

Ecolabel. 
 
Revised criteria for this product group received a positive vote at 
the Ecolabel Regulatory Committee meeting on 22 November 2013. 
The revised criteria are expected to come into force in late Spring 
2014.  

Looking for Dyrup A/S’ EU Ecolabelled paint? It is available for pur-

chase throughout Denmark. 

With the  
integration of the 
EU Ecolabel into 
Dyrup A/S’s  

company structure in May 2009, this 80 year old Danish paint 
company has successfully stood by their mission statement:  
striving to actively promote sustainability,  
creating a workplace where social responsibility 
is a priority, and aligning their environmental 
stance and their sound business structure. 
 
 Dyrup A/S’ environmental mission is  
furthermore influenced by their parent company, 
PPG Industries’ strong focus on safety and  
environment.  
 
As their paint products are produced in  
Denmark, Dyrup A/S is proud to ensure that its 
paint production complies with Danish legislation 
regarding production and PPG’s environmental 
requirements, in addition to the EU Ecolabel’s strict criteria.  
 
Dyrup A/S believes that their constant desire to improve its  
internal sustainability structure (while focusing on environmental, 
health, and safety issues) is facilitated by involving their  
employees within the movement. 
 
Thanks to the EU Ecolabel requirements on paints and varnishes, 
Dyrup A/S can ensure customers that their products have: reduced 

Agenda of Events 

10 January 2014: Workshop on Sustainable Performance and CSR, Loire Valley, France 
The first of the three workshops (other two will take place in February and March) will touch on defining CSR, the attitudes and practices 
behind implementing CSR, identifying stakeholders, and information on how a company can profit from implementing smart business 
strategies. This workshop has limited spots available.  
 

17-18 January 2013: Multinational Knowledge Brokerage Event on “Green ICT for Sustainable Consumption”, Vienna, Austria  
The event brings together high-level scientists and policy-makers to explore, discuss and address pressing questions on the potentials and 
challenges of Green ICT for enabling Sustainable Consumption. 
 
28 January 2014: Sustainable Development Research Network Annual Conference, London, England  
Sign up for this conference to take part of an essential discussion on identifying if the UK’s sustainability efforts are currently in line with 
its commitments for 2020. Further discussion will focus on what tools the UK has to help them reach their goal for 2020. 
 

26-29 January 2014: FRESH and European Sustainable Events Conference 2014, Copenhagen, Denmark 
The three-day event will bring together unique professionals who will be presented with innovative solutions to increase their skills and 

contacts in strategic meeting design and sustainable event planning. 

Click HERE to subscribe or unsubscribe to the EU Ecolabel News Alert.  

Contact and subscription 

 

http://www.actu-environnement.com/ae/agenda/manif/1er-atelier-responsabilite-societale-entreprise-18787.php4
http://www.eceee.org/events/calendar/2013/green-ICT-for-sustainable-consumption
http://www.sd-research.org.uk/events/sdrn-annual-conference-registration-now-open
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreencapital/news/events/fresh-and-european-sustainable-events-conference-2014/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/subscribe-and-manage-your-account.html

