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Featured Articles 

Industrial & institutional automatic dishwasher detergents: one year after this product group’s first awarded licence  

How to interpret the “jungle of environmental logos” 

Company profile: Mobilferro furnishes schools with EU Ecolabel wooden furniture, tailored to students’ needs and to the environment  

Agenda 

29 June-6 July 2014, Almedalen Week 2014, Visby, Sweden 

11-12 August 2014: ICEPR 2014 - 4th International Conference on Environmental Pollution and Remediation, Prague, Czech Republic 

16 September 2014: Workshop on the safe use of chemicals by SMEs, Brussels, Belgium 

22-24 September 2014: 12th Global Conference on Sustainable Manufacturing, Johor Bahru, Malaysia 

Participate in the "Evaluation of the Implementation of the EU Ecolabel Regulation" 

The Ecolabel regulation calls for the Commission to submit a report on the implementation of the EU Ecolabel Scheme. In this context, a 

questionnaire has been prepared to hear your opinion on the EU Ecolabel at www.survey-ecolabel.eu  

On 1 July 2013, the Austrian              

Competent Body awarded the first 

EU Ecolabel industrial & institutional 

automatic dishwasher detergent 

(IIADD)  licence to Initial Hygiene 

Austria GmbH. This pioneering     

licence holder strove to                               

complement its existing range of 

products with environmentally friendly EU Ecolabel certified 

products for the benefit of consumers and for the environment. 

Specifically designed for use in professional dishwashers, IIADD 

comprises single and multi-component dishwasher detergents, 

rinse and pre-soaks.  

 

EU Ecolabel-certified industrial & institutional automatic          

dishwasher detergent products set themselves apart from        

conventional products within their product range thanks to their 

reduced impact on aquatic ecosystems, limited hazardous        

substances, increased biodegradability, reduced packaging,      

documented efficiency, and reliable user information.    

 

In regards to manufacturing, licence holders must abide by strict, 

yet attainable requirements when considering the use of harmful 

or dangerous substances. Excluded substances include:                  

fragrances, reactive chlorine compounds, and APEO, which is         

particularly toxic to aquatic organisms. These regulations, amongst 

others pertaining to this product group, are beneficial because 

they limit (and in best cases) avoid harmful waste at the end of a 

product’s lifecycle.  

 

The entrance of the first IIADD licence in July 2013 seemed to have 

served as motivation to potential licence holders to apply for the 

certification. As indicated by the Austrian Competent Body,      

Susanne Stark from the Austrian consumer association VKI, “Up 

until now, we have awarded 4 licences with the EU Ecolabel for 

this product group. We are very pleased that producers of              

institutional cleaners for the Austrian market are producing green 

products and participate in the voluntary and independent EU 

Ecolabel scheme”. 

 

In addition to these 4 Austrian licence holders, other licences have 

sprung up over the year in different EU countries, including        

Germany, Sweden, and Spain-Aragon. This increase of licence 

holders creates a more wide spread supply of EU Ecolabel IIADD 

products thought the EU Market.  

 

More useful information can be found on the “Industrial and     

Institutional Automatic Dishwasher detergents” criteria document 

on the Product Groups and Criteria page.  

Industrial & institutional automatic dishwasher detergents: one year after this product group’s first 

awarded licence  

http://www.almedalsveckan.info/6895
http://icepr.org/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=7500&lang=en&title=Workshop-on-the-safe-use-of-chemicals-by-SMEs
http://www.gcsm.eu/index.html
http://www.survey-ecolabel.eu
http://www.initial.at/index.html
http://www.initial.at/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/products-groups-and-criteria.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To emphasize ecological concerns, companies increasingly communicate their actions by using environmental logos and labels on their 

products. Public and private purchasers along with French consumers are faced with a “jungle of the environmental logos”.                                      

Understanding the need for transparency, ADEME, the French Environment and Energy Management Agency, carried out a study to                 

analyse 119 environmental schemes used on ordinary consumer goods sold in France. 

 

The deliverables of this study are: 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact:  

Emily SPIESSER 

ADEME (French Environment and Energy Management Agency), Eco-design and Sustainable Consumption department    

Project manager on household sustainable consumption 

mailto: emily.spiesser@ademe.fr - +33 2 41 20 74 02 

 A free downloadable brochure for consumers:  

http://ecocitoyens.ademe.fr       

Free - ADEME, Les logos environnementaux sur les produits – panoramas des 

logos sur les produits de notre quotidien,  Reference. 7706,  March 2013. 

 

Objective: Provide information about the 119 examined environmental  

labels. Which are the public logos/labels? What are the environmental  

criteria for each? How are the labelled products distributed?  

 A memo with Environmental labels 

http://ecocitoyens.ademe.fr 

Free - ADEME, Mémo des logos environnementaux : quels logos pour quels 

produits ? Reference. 7883, December 2013. 

 

Objective: provide a summary of environmental labels classified by product 

categories.  A wallet-sized document to take shopping.  

 “Tout savoir sur les logos environnementaux” is a publication for  

professionals (purchasers, retailers, administration, consumer organizations, 

NGO, etc.).  

Price: 42 €.  Reference: G 21734. -  Available at: www.ademe.fr/publications  

in ”Les éditions payantes” 

 

Objective: Provide detailed information about the 119 examined  

environmental logos/labels which can be found on French products.   

Professional tool to help understanding and selecting.  

How to interpret the "jungle of environmental logos": An analyses conducted by ADEME on 119 

environmental schemes used on ordinary consumer goods sold in France 

mailto:emily.spiesser@ademe.fr
http://ecocitoyens.ademe.fr/
http://ecocitoyens.ademe.fr/
http://www2.ademe.fr/servlet/getDoc?cid=96&m=3&id=40387&ref=17597


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For over 50 years, the 

Italian-based company, 

Mobilferro, has focused 

its efforts on providing 

the most suitable    

wooden furnishings for 

all types of schools in 

order to cater to         

students’ needs and well

-being. This company’s two manufacturing sites, which cover a 

total of 12000 m², are efficiently run by less than 60 employees 

and supply furniture to schools throughout Europe, Oceania,    

Central America and North Africa.  

 

Mobilferro’s sustainability profile has grown over the years.     

Complementing their EU Ecolabel certification, they additionally 

bear the ISO 14001 compliance, Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 

certification and SA 8000 compliance. This bouquet of                   

certifications has made it possible to effectively communicate their 

company’s stance on sustainability and their commitment to social 

and environmental standards. Mobilferro decided to apply for the 

EU Ecolabel in 2013 after assessing their clients’ needs; the         

majority of their clients were (and continue to be) from                 

educational institutions which take part in the EU’s Green Public 

Procurement (GPP) scheme. This scheme, which seeks to procure 

goods, services and works which have a reduced environmental 

impact throughout their life cycle galvanized Mobilferro to choose 

the EU Ecolabel                         

certification to prove 

their environmental          

selection criteria. 

 

Taking a look at this  

company’s production 

process, CFC-free(1) foam 

manufactured seating 

cushions, heat treatments on degreased metal components, and 

painting techniques for wooden parts (characterised by a                          

water-based coating method which ensures the product’s  

non-toxicity) are only a few measures taken to ensure high quality 

products.  

 

Regardless of their furniture's production state,                                      

environmentally-sound measures are carried out. Furniture is           

pre-assembled and packaged within a single protective film that is 

derived from easily-recyclable renewable sources in order to avoid 

unnecessary packaging waste. Once delivered, the minimal           

packaging material is either immediately collected by the delivery 

crew, or is sent back by the consumer to recycle the material. 

When delivering large amounts of furniture, products are shipped 

on sustainable forest 

certified wooden            

pallets.  

 

In an effort to raise 

awareness on the 

benefits of their EU 

Ecolabel certified 

wooden furniture, 

this company started a campaign to publicise their products via 

direct marketing. They furthermore have participated in trade fairs 

such as Ecomondo, one of the largest International Trade Fairs of 

material and energy recovery and sustainable development. The 

selected marketing instruments are directly assessed by the sales 

department. 

 

Consequently, Mobilferro experienced increased attention and 

visibility thanks to their EU Ecolabel certification 

 

To find out more about Mobilferro’s products and sustainable 

development agenda, visit their website.  

 

 

 
(1)The Organic compound Chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) contributes to 

ozone depletion in the upper atmosphere  

Company profile:  Mobilferro furnishes schools with EU Ecolabel wooden furniture, tailored to 

students’ needs and to the environment 

http://www.mobilferro.org/en/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda of Events 

Click HERE to subscribe or unsubscribe to the EU Ecolabel News Alert.  

29 June-6 July 2014, Almedalen Week 2014, Visby, Sweden 

Journalists, lobbyists, local and national politicians and representatives of non-governmental organisations will gather in Visby. With 
speeches, seminars and other political activities, this forum is considered to be one of the most important in Swedish politics. During 
Almedalen Week, representatives from the major political parties in Sweden will present on diverse topics. The EU Ecolabel Swedish  
Competent Body from Ecolabelling Sweden will organise and present three seminars on public procurement at this forum. 
 
11-12 August 2014: ICEPR 2014 - 4th International Conference on Environmental Pollution and Remediation, Prague, Czech Republic 

This conference will bring the Canadian and international community together that works in the field of environmental science,                     

engineering, and technology. ICEPR'14 will include invited keynote talks, oral presentation sessions, and poster sessions who will                 

demonstrate new research in the fields. 

 

16 September 2014: Workshop on the safe use of chemicals by SMEs, Brussels, Belgium 

The workshop aims to address the challenges faced by companies and in particular SMEs to comply with the new rules for classification, 
labelling, packaging of mixtures introduced by the CLP regulation (Classification, Labelling and Packaging of Hazardous Chemicals). It will 
bring together stakeholders such as industry associations, business support organisations, trade unions, and consumer associations, as 
well as competent authorities and the national CLP helpdesks. 
 
22-24 September 2014: 12th Global Conference on Sustainable Manufacturing, Johor Bahru, Malaysia 

The conference serves as a forum for international research institutes and industrial companies related to the area of sustainable                     
manufacturing. It offers keynote speeches, panel discussions, parallel sessions and a poster forum. 

Contact and subscription 

The Ecolabel regulation calls for the Commission to submit to the European Parliament and the Council a report on the 
implementation of the EU Ecolabel Scheme. In this context a questionnaire has been prepared to gather information 
about its implementation. We value you opinion and encourage you to visit www.survey-ecolabel.eu and fill in the   
questionnaire. Your entry will be part of a wider stakeholder consultation to support the future work on the EU Ecolabel. 

Participate in the "Evaluation of the Implementation of the EU Ecolabel Regulation" 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/subscribe-and-manage-your-account.html
http://www.almedalsveckan.info/6895
http://icepr.org/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=7500&lang=en&title=Workshop-on-the-safe-use-of-chemicals-by-SMEs
http://www.gcsm.eu/index.html
http://www.survey-ecolabel.eu

