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Public consultation as part of the REFIT evaluation of
the Zoos Directive

Fields marked with * are mandatory.

Public consultation as part of the REFIT evaluation of the
Zoos Directive (Council Directive 1999/22/EC relating to the
keeping of wild animals in zoos)

The evaluation is part of the European Commission's Regulatory Fitness and Performance
Programme ( ). This programme involves a comprehensive, evidence-basedREFIT
assessment of whether the current regulatory framework is proportionate and fit for
purpose, and delivering as expected.

With this evaluation, the European Commission (Directorate General for Environment) will
assess the results achieved by the EU legislation on zoos (Directive 1999/22/EC relating to

, hereinafter the ‘Zoos Directive’). This Directive aims tothe keeping of wild animals in zoos
improve the protection of wild animals and strengthen the role of zoos in preserving
biodiversity.

The aim of this consultation is to gather the views of interested parties and the wider public
on the current EU legislation on zoos (the ‘Zoos Directive’), and input on which aspects
work well and which ones do not.

http://ec.europa.eu/info/law-making-process/evaluating-and-improving-existing-laws/refit-making-eu-law-simpler-and-less_en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.1999.094.01.0024.01.ENG
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.1999.094.01.0024.01.ENG
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We will use your responses to help us assess the current situation, ensuring that as many
opinions as possible are taken into account. It is therefore important that you complete this
questionnaire as fully as possible.

Further information on the evaluation and the different activities it involves can be consulted
on the Commission’s . evaluation website 

Directive 1999/22/EC relating to the keeping of wild animals in zoos (‘Zoos Directive’)

The objective of the Zoos Directive is to promote the conservation of wild animal species
(i.e. maintain or restore the species’ populations at a favourable level), thereby
strengthening the role of zoos in the conservation of biodiversity.

To achieve these objectives, Member States are responsible for setting up a licensing and
inspection system of zoos. This system aims to ensure that zoos put in place adequate
conservation measures, including appropriate accommodation of the animals.

In order to obtain and keep a licence, zoos have to carry out the following conservation
measures:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/refitzoosdirective/index_en.htm
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Participate in one or more of the following: Research benefitting conservation, training
in relevant conservation skills, exchange of information relating to species
conservation, breeding of animals outside their natural habitats, reintroduction of bred
species into the wild;

Promote public education on and awareness raising of conservation topics (for
example by providing information about the species exhibited and their natural
environments);

Keep animals under appropriate conditions with good veterinary care;

Prevent the escape of animals which can negatively impact the local ecosystems, and
the intrusion of pests from outside that can adversely affect zoo animals;

Keep appropriate and sharable data records of the zoo’s animals.

Structure of the questionnaire

All questions are based on the   for the REFIT evaluation of the Zoos Directive.Roadmap
For methodological reasons, all questions are compulsory. However, it is possible to
answer 'no opinion' or 'don't know'. Free text boxes enable you to give additional answers to
the options provided in a multi-choice reply.

Replies may be submitted in any EU official language. Given possible delays in translating
comments submitted in some languages, contributions in English are welcome, as they will
help the Commission to process the survey more swiftly.

http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/roadmaps/docs/2016_env_071_zoos_directive_evaluation_en.pdf
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You may interrupt your session at any time and continue answering at a later stage. Once
you have submitted your answers online, you will be able to download a copy of the
completed questionnaire.

Important notice on the publication of contributions

Replies to this public consultation will be published on the European Commission's website
(for further information, please consult the privacy statement).

Please note: regardless of the option chosen below, your contribution may be subject to a
request for access to documents under Regulation 1049/2001 on public access to
European Parliament, Council and Commission documents. In such cases, the request will
be assessed against the conditions set out in the Regulation and in accordance with
applicable data protection rules.

* 1
Please indicate whether your reply:

Can be published, including your name or that of your organisation (I consent to
publication of all information in my contribution and I declare that none of it is
under copyright restrictions that prevent publication)
Can be published in an anonymous way (I consent to publication of all information
in my contribution except my name/the name of my organisation, and I declare
that none of it is under copyright restrictions that prevent publication)
Cannot be published but only used for statistical and analytical purposes

Background information

*
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* 2
Please indicate here the language that you will use in your replies:

Bulgarian
Croatian
Czech
Danish
Dutch
English
Estonian
Finnish
French
German
Greek
Hungarian
Irish
Italian
Latvian
Lithuanian
Maltese
Polish
Portuguese
Romanian
Slovak
Slovene
Spanish
Swedish

* 3
I am replying to this questionnaire as...

Individual (e.g. zoo visitor)
Zoo operator
Business or business representative
Non-governmental organisation
Organisation or association (other than NGO)
Government or public authority
European institution or agency
Academic/research institute
Other (please specify below)

*

*
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* 4
Please specify "other".

200 character(s) maximum

* 5
What is your name or the name of your organisation?

* 6 Are you registered in the EU Transparency Register?

In the interests of transparency, organisations, networks, platforms or self-employed
individuals engaged in activities aimed at influencing the EU decision making process
have been invited to provide the public with relevant information about themselves,
by registering in Transparency Register and subscribing to its Code of Conduct.

Please note: If the organisation is not registered, the submission is published
separately from the registered organisations. During the analysis of replies to a
consultation, contributions from respondents who choose not to register will be
treated as individual contributions (unless the contributors are recognised as
representative stakeholders through Treaty provisions, European Social Dialogue,
Art. 154-155 TFEU).

If your organisation is not registered, you have the opportunity to .register now

Yes
No

7
If yes, what is your EU Transparency Register ID number?

100 character(s) maximum

*

*

*

http://ec.europa.eu/transparencyregister/public/homePage.do
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* 8
In which Member State are you based?

Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Ireland
Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Slovak Republic
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
United Kingdom
Non-EU country

9 Please specify the country.

*
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* 10
At which level do you operate?

International
EU
National
Regional
Local

* 11
Which of the following topics best describe your main field of activity?

Please select one or more answers

Environment, nature
Zoo management
Biodiversity, in-situ conservation (conservation of species in their natural
environment)
Biodiversity, ex-situ conservation (conservation of species outside their natural
environment)
Animal welfare
Education
Recreation
Tourism
Other (please specify below)
I don’t carry out activities in any of the fields above

* 12
Please specify "other".

200 character(s) maximum

*

*

*
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* 13
Regardless of your field of activity, which of the following topics best
describe your main field of interest?

Please select one or more answers

Environment, nature
Zoo management
Biodiversity, in-situ conservation (conservation of species in their natural
environment)
Biodiversity, ex-situ conservation (conservation of species outside their natural
environment)
Animal welfare
Education
Recreation
Tourism
Other (please specify below)
None of those

* 14
Please specify "other".

200 character(s) maximum

* 15
Are you a member of any organisation active in the following fields?

Nature conservation
Animal welfare
Zoos association
Other (please specify below)
I’m not member of any organisation relevant to the topic

* 16
Please specify "other".

200 character(s) maximum

Questionnaire

*

*

*

*
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* 17
How familiar are you with the Zoos Directive?

I don't know the Zoos Directive
I’ve heard about the Zoos Directive, but I’m not familiar with its provisions
Slightly familiar
Very familiar

* 18
What are your main reasons for visiting a zoo?

Recreation (e.g. seeing exotic/wild animals, animal shows)
Learning about nature, animals and their habitats, biodiversity conservation
Teaching about nature, animals and their habitats, biodiversity conservation
Professional reasons
Other (please specify below)
I don't visit zoos

* 19
Please specify "other".

300 character(s) maximum

20
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements
regarding zoos in your country?

Totally
disagree

Somewhat
disagree

Somewhat
agree

Totally
agree

Don't
know

*Information on
species and their
habitats is usually
well presented

*

*

*

*
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*After a zoo visit I
know more about
conservation of
wild animals,
protected species,
threatened
species

*After a zoo visit I
know more about
biodiversity and
conservation of
nature in general

*I have noticed
improvements of
education
activities (e.g.
school visits,
educational
shows) provided
by zoos over the
last 15 years

*I have noticed
improvements in
research activities
carried out by
zoos over the last
15 years

*Animals live in
conditions that
satisfy their needs

*

*

*

*

*
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*I have noticed
improvements in
the size and
design of spaces
where animals are
kept over the last
15 years

*Animal shows
are adapted to
animals' natural
behaviours

*In the zoos I’ve
visited, I received
information on the
species and/or its
conservation
status

*Zoo visits
encourage visitors
to become more
engaged in the
protection of
species

*Zoo visits
encourage visitors
to become more
engaged in the
protection of
biodiversity and
nature in general

*Zoos are
adequately
designed to
prevent the
escape of animals

*

*

*

*

*

*
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21
Do you think the following activities are sufficiently promoted in zoos across
the EU?

 – Under the Zoos Directive Member States have toBackground information
establish a licencing and inspection system of existing and new zoos in order to
ensure that zoos meet the following provisions:

Participate in one or more of the following: research benefitting conservation,
training in relevant conservation skills, exchange of information relating to
species conservation, breeding of animals outside their natural habitats,
reintroduction of bred species into the wild;

Promote public education on and awareness raising of conservation topics (for
example by providing information about the species exhibited and their natural
environments);

Keep animals under appropriate conditions with good veterinary care;

Prevent the escape of animals which can negatively impact the local
ecosystems, and the intrusion of pests from outside that can adversely affect
zoo animals;

Keep appropriate and sharable data records of the zoo’s animals.
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Yes No No opinion

*Research on species conservation issues

*Training on relevant species conservation skills

*Exchange of information relating to species
conservation, between zoos, authorities, other
organisations

*Provide education on and raise awareness of
biodiversity and broader nature protection topics

*Provide education on and raise awareness of
species, wild animals and their natural habitats

*Provide information on exhibited species and
their habitats

*Keep animals under appropriate conditions with
good veterinary care

*Collect data on the animals in the zoo

22
How important do you think EU-wide rules on zoos are on the following
matters?

 - The overall objectives of the Directive are to protect wildBackground information
species and to conserve biodiversity. The Directive aims to strengthen the role of
zoos in the conservation of biodiversity by provisions relating to zoos and to Member
State authorities.

Not
important

Partly
important

Important
Very
important

No
opinion

*Protecting 
Europe's
threatened
species

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/redlist/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/redlist/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/redlist/
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*Protecting 
globally
threatened
species

*Captive
breeding (i.e.
breeding of
animals outside
their natural
habitats) of
threatened
species in
Europe and
globally

*Reintroduction
of species into
the wild

*Keeping
animals under
appropriate
conditions with
good veterinary
care

*Making zoos
shift from pure
exhibition to
modern
conservation
centres, where
education,
research,
captive breeding
and
reintroduction
programmes are
undertaken

*

*

*

*

*

http://www.iucnredlist.org/
http://www.iucnredlist.org/
http://www.iucnredlist.org/
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*Avoiding the
escape of
animals

*Increasing
awareness of
the wider public
on biodiversity
and nature
protection by
offering
education and
information on
these topics

*Keeping
appropriate,
sharable data
records of the
zoo’s animals

Other (please
specify below)

23 Please specify "other".
200 character(s) maximum

24
In your opinion, would the following activities take place without EU legislation
on zoos?

Not
at all

Unlikely Likely Certainly
No
opinion

*To fulfil EU's global
commitments on
biodiversity

*

*

*

*

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/strategy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/strategy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/strategy/index_en.htm
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*Captive breeding of
threatened species (i.e.
species on European
and  red lists)global

*Reintroduction of
species into the wild

*Research on
conservation issues

*Training on relevant
conservation skills

*Exchange of
information relating to
species conservation

*Public education on
and awareness of
biodiversity
conservation and nature

*Public education on
and awareness of
conservation of species,
wild animals and
habitats

*Provide information on
exhibited species and
their habitats

*Provide information on
broader biodiversity and
nature protection topics

*Keeping animals under
appropriate conditions
with good veterinary
care

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/redlist/
http://www.iucnredlist.org/
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*Prevent escape of
animals and intrusion of
outside pests and
vermin

*Keeping appropriate,
sharable data records
of the zoos' animals

25
To what extent do you consider that the Directive has brought the following
benefits?

Not
at
all

Minor
benefits

Significant
benefits

Crucial
benefits

No
opinion

*Benefits for overall
biodiversity
conservation

*Benefits for
protecting species
from extinction

*Benefits for ex-situ
conservation efforts

*Benefits for public
education and better
knowledge on
biodiversity

*Benefits for positive
changes of behaviour
towards biodiversity
protection

*

*

*

*

*

*

*
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*Benefits for higher
engagement of the
public/stakeholders in
biodiversity protection
and other nature
protection activities

*Benefits for
conditions under
which animals are
kept and standard of
animal husbandry

*Created legal
certainty for zoos as
businesses

*Ensured a coherent
legal framework for
zoos to operate
across the EU

*Increased tourism

*Increased
employment in areas
where zoos are
located

*Increased offer of
cultural and
recreational
opportunities to the
public

*Improved licensing
and inspection
schemes of zoos

Other (please specify
below)

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*
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* 26
Please specify "other"

400 character(s) maximum

* 27
In your view, how do the costs of implementation of the Zoos Directive
compare with the benefits brought about from their implementation?

 - The implementation of the Zoos Directive and theBackground information
related licensing and inspection system by Member States could have prompted
additional costs for:

Zoos, such as investments (e.g. costs for the renovation of the enclosures,
provision of information on exhibited animals, improvement of spaces were
animals are kept and/or displayed, systems to prevent escape of animals
and/or intrusion of outside pests and vermin, and systems for the collection of
information on animals kept), and recurrent costs (e.g. to run research
programmes, training, awareness raising and educational activities, collecting
data). These costs may have been incurred by zoos in order to ensure the
compliance of the zoo with the requirements introduced;

Member State authorities, such as costs for licensing and inspections, costs
for the closure of non-compliant zoos and the accommodation of animals, etc.

The costs of implementation are more or less equal to the benefits
The costs of implementation are somewhat greater than the benefits
The costs of implementation far exceed the benefits
The benefits are somewhat greater than the costs of implementation
The benefits far exceed the costs of implementation
No opinion

28
Is the Zoos Directive consistent with and mutually supportive of the following
legal and non-legal interventions or do you see significant gaps or overlaps?

*

*
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Consistent
and/or
Mutually
supportive

Gaps Overlaps
No
opinion

*Convention on biological
Diversity ( )/Aichi targetsCBD

* , 1979Birds Directive
(Council Directive
79/409/EEC) and Habitats

, 1992 (CouncilDirective
Directive 92/43/EEC)

*Convention on international
trade in endangered species
of wild flora and fauna (

), embraced by CITES
Council Regulation No

on the protection of338/97 
species and wild fauna and
flora by regulating trade

*Regulation 1143/2014 on
invasive alien species

*Commission regulation No
of 21 October1739/2005 

2005 laying down animal
health requirements for the
movement of circus animals
between Member States

*

*

*

*

*

https://www.cbd.int/convention/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/birdsdirective/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/habitatsdirective/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/habitatsdirective/index_en.htm
https://www.cites.org/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31997R0338
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31997R0338
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/invasivealien/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/invasivealien/index_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32005R1739
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32005R1739
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*Council Directive
 of 13 July 199292/65/EEC

laying down animal health
requirements governing
trade in and imports into the
Community of animals,
semen, ova and embryos
not subject to animal health
requirements laid down in
specific rules referred to in
annex A (I) to Directive
90/425/EEC

*Council Directive
 of 26 June90/425/EEC

1990 concerning veterinary
and zoo technical checks
applicable in
intra-Community trade in
certain live animals and
products with a view to the
completion of the internal
market

*National species action
plans in EU Member States

*National animal welfare
acts

*European code of conduct
on zoological gardens and
aquaria and invasive alien

(Council of Europe,species 
Invasive alien Specialist
Group, EAZA)

*IUCN technical guidelines
for the management of
ex-situ populations for
conservation

*

*

*

*

*

*

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31992L0065
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31992L0065
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31990L0425
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31990L0425
http://www.eaza.net/assets/Uploads/Position-statements/Code-of-Conduct-Zoos-Aquaria-Invasive-Allien-species-Oct2012.pdf
http://www.eaza.net/assets/Uploads/Position-statements/Code-of-Conduct-Zoos-Aquaria-Invasive-Allien-species-Oct2012.pdf
http://www.eaza.net/assets/Uploads/Position-statements/Code-of-Conduct-Zoos-Aquaria-Invasive-Allien-species-Oct2012.pdf
http://www.eaza.net/assets/Uploads/Position-statements/Code-of-Conduct-Zoos-Aquaria-Invasive-Allien-species-Oct2012.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/efiles/edocs/Rep-2002-017.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/efiles/edocs/Rep-2002-017.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/efiles/edocs/Rep-2002-017.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/efiles/edocs/Rep-2002-017.pdf
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*WAZA World Zoo and
Aquarium Conservation
Strategies

Other (please specify below)

* 29
Please specify "other".

200 character(s) maximum

Final remarks

If you are aware of specific documents that should be taken into account in the evidence

gathering process, please submit them through the .evaluation website

Thank you for your participation!

*

*

http://www.waza.org/en/site/home
http://www.waza.org/en/site/home
http://www.waza.org/en/site/home
http://www.acceptance.ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/refitzoosdirective/index_en.htm



