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STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION ON POLICY OPTIONS AS REGARDS 
PHOTOVOLTAIC PANELS  

IN THE CONTEXT OF THE RECAST OF DIRECTIVE 2002/96/EC ON  
WASTE ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT (WEEE) 

 
The European Commission has in December 2008 proposed to recast the Directive 
2002/96/EC on waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE). As concerns the scope of 
the Directive within the recast procedure, the Commission intended to clarify the scope 
without changing it. A potential extension of the Directive to include photovoltaic panels was 
for that reason not addressed by the supporting impact assessment SEC(2008)2934. The 
discussions in the co-decision procedure and the negative evaluation of an environmental 
agreement submitted by the photovoltaic industry have shown that the option of including 
photovoltaic panels in the scope of the WEEE Directive should be analysed, in order to 
provide a solid ground for the ongoing discussions between the legislators on this specific 
issue. 

The Commission has contracted a "Study on photovoltaic panels supplementing the impact 
assessment for a recast of the WEEE Directive", which is available on the website of DG 
Environment1. The study analyses the impacts of two baseline scenarios and two policy 
options: 

• Baseline scenario A: Worst case, no collection and treatment of end-of-life 
photovoltaic panels 

• Baseline scenario B: Voluntary action, projected based on information available as 
regards the current treatment of photovoltaic panels 

• Policy option A: Inclusion of residential photovoltaic panels in the scope of the WEEE 
Directive. 

• Policy option B: Inclusion of all photovoltaic panels in the scope of the WEEE 
Directive. 

Policy option B is the recommended option. 

Neither the fact that this stakeholder process has been launched, nor the views exchanged 
during this process should at any stage be interpreted as a political or legal signal that the 

Commission intends to take any given action. 

On basis of the study published on the Commission website, the Commission services invites 
stakeholders to comment on the policy options. They are also invited to propose additional 
options as appropriate. In addition to expressing their views, stakeholders are invited to 
submit additional information to support their arguments. 

Please note that the information you provide will be shared with other stakeholders on a 
public website, unless you indicate that it should be considered confidential. Information 
provided in confidence (clearly indicated "CONFIDENTIAL") will not be made available to 
other parties. 

                                                 
1 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/weee/studies_weee_en.htm 
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Submissions are expected for eight weeks, so that the consultation will effectively close on  
17 June 2011. It is recommended that stakeholders follow the structure for contributions 
described in the annex. 

Stakeholders are encouraged to send their input electronically to the following functional 
mailbox, mentioning "Photovoltaic Panels" in the subject line: 

ENV-WEEE@ec.europa.eu.  

Written or printed submissions could be sent to the following postal address: 

European Commission  
DG Environment, Unit C2 Waste management 
Stakeholder consultation on photovoltaic panels 
B-1049 Brussels 
Belgium 
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Annex: Recommended structure for contributions from stakeholders 

1) Please indicate the name and nature (citizen, organisation, public authority, etc.) of the 
stakes you represent with this contribution. If possible, please nominate a contact person and 
supply an email address and/or telephone number. 

 

2) Do you agree to the policy recommendation expressed in the "Study on photovoltaic panels 
supplementing the impact assessment for a recast of the WEEE Directive"? Please explain 
briefly. 

 

3) Do you have additional information as regards the baseline scenarios and/or the policy 
options described in the study? Does that information support or contradict the conclusions of 
the study? Please submit additional information to the Commission as appropriate. 

 

4) Would you like to propose additional policy options to the Commission? Please describe 
them and submit supporting information to the Commission as appropriate. 

 

 

 


