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WORKING GROUP ON GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE  

CALL TO EXPRESS INTEREST IN CONTRIBUTING TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE EU FUTURE 
POLICY ON GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE  

 
Green Infrastructure1 aims, in particular, at strengthening the resilience of ecosystems. It 
addresses the connectivity of ecosystems, their protection and the provision of ecosystem 
services, while also addressing mitigation and adaptation to climate change. It contributes to 
minimising natural disaster risks, by using ecosystem-based approaches for coastal protection 
through marshes/flood plain restoration rather than constructing dikes. Green Infrastructure 
helps ensure the sustainable provision of ecosystem goods and services while increasing the 
resilience of ecosystems. The concept is central to the overall objective of ecosystem 
restoration, which is now part of the 2020 biodiversity target. 
 
Green infrastructure serves the following purposes:  
(a) to strengthen, and where possible, to restore the good functioning of ecosystems;  
(b) to contribute to biodiversity conservation by increasing spatial and functional connectivity 
between natural areas and improving landscape permeability and mitigating fragmentation 
(e.g. by ecological corridors, stepping stones, hub and buffer areas); 
(c) to mitigate and adapt to climate change and thereby to increase resilience and to reduce the 
vulnerability to natural disaster risks – floods, water scarcity and droughts, coastal erosion, 
forest fires, mudslides and avalanches – as well as urban heat islands. 
 
Ensuring that restoration of ecosystems leads to enhanced ecosystem services requires that 
attention is paid to integrating ecosystems in the wider landscape. Spatial planning is 
therefore an important dimension, which can be delivered through the establishment of Green 
Infrastructure. This would pursue the aim of strengthening and restoring the good functioning 
of ecosystems and associated services, increase resilience and reduce vulnerability to climate 
change and natural disasters as well as increase spatial and functional connectivity between 
existing natural areas. 
 
Key to enhancing ecosystem services – in particular with a focus on biodiversity, climate 
change and disaster prevention – is improving ecosystem resilience and habitat connectivity, 
through the development of planning tools such as integrated spatial planning that includes 
the establishment of Green Infrastructure. There is a wealth of initiatives at local, regional or 
national levels in Member States but so far they have been carried out in an isolated way. A 
Green Infrastructure initiative would help to foster synergies between planned efforts as well 
as promote further investments. 
 
In the consultation for the upcoming biodiversity strategy, stakeholders had the following 
opinion on measures regarding the implementation of Green Infrastructure: the agricultural 
sector advocated for maintaining and increasing the resilience of ecosystems and their 
services, increasing biodiversity in urban areas, as well as mitigating adverse effects from 
                                                 
1  For more information on Green Infrastructure, see the European Commission's DG ENV website on 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/ecosystems/index_en.htm. 
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transport and energy infrastructure. The business sector viewed ensuring connectivity between 
protected areas, systematic compensation of biodiversity loss, promoting integrated spatial 
planning, using market-based financing mechanisms and biodiversity provisions in impact 
assessment tools, as the most important measures to take. Finally, the major NGOs found 
ensuring connectivity, restoring ecosystems and their resiliency and integrated spatial 
planning as the most important steps to take. 
 
The European Commission is currently reflecting on the input received so far via stakeholder 
consultations and conferences on Green Infrastructure, as well as it has issued a number of 
studies, with a view to gather knowledge on Green Infrastructure implementation, costs and 
benefits, and the integration into the various sectors. The Commission continues to receive 
input from stakeholders, and to consult widely in order to collect the ideas and opinions of all 
interested parties.  
 
In order to devise the appropriate instruments to manage the implementation of Green 
Infrastructure, the European Commission will convene a Working Group that will be tasked 
with contributing to the development of a European Green Infrastructure policy with concrete 
input. The Working Group will be established and run according to the terms of reference 
outlined below.  
 
Terms of reference  
 
Rationale 
 
COM(2010)4 foresees the development of an EU strategy on Green Infrastructure after 2010; 
and Council Conclusions of March 2010 call for the further elaboration of a concept on Green 
Infrastructure. The White paper on Climate Change asks for working with Green 
Infrastructure. Setting the frame for Green Infrastructure will be integral part of a fully-
fledged biodiversity strategy. The Commission plans therefore to publish a Communication, 
further elaborating the respective targets set in the strategy, informing about the Green 
Infrastructure concept, and exploring possible ways forward at EU level, inter alia delivering 
a tool box for implementation, facilitating exchange of practices and integrated planning. 
 
The Group shall elaborate recommendations to the Commission on this task. The Working 
Group will meet three times. The meetings have been scheduled as follows: 
 
• 1st meeting – 31 March 2011 
• 2nd meeting – 24 May 2011  
• 3rd, final, meeting – 06 September 2011 
 
Tasks and output expected:  
 
The role of the Working Group will be to provide opinions and recommendations based on 
advice and expertise to the Commission in relation to the preparation of a Green Infrastructure 
initiative. These recommendations will be further examined and elaborated by the European 
Commission, in its preparation of a policy on Green Infrastructure. 
 
The Commission will assist the members of the Working Group by providing relevant 
information (e.g. the results of DG ENV study contracts, of the conferences organised, and 
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background documents). At the end of the process the Working Group will have produced a 
report with recommendations. This report will be made publicly available on CIRCA. 
 
Membership   
 
The WGGI aims to be a working group, rather than a consultative group. As such, each 
member of WGGI will be expected to make concrete contributions on each or on a number of 
elements or topics in agenda. Interested stakeholders are expected to indicate their interest 
with a pledge to contribute to one or more of the topics, and to make concrete and targeted 
contributions to the discussion. The Working Group should remain manageable in size and 
should not include more than 50 members.  
 
Please note that while we might not be able to offer membership to everyone that has 
expressed an interest in becoming a member of the Working Group, it will be run in a fully 
open and transparent manner. The list of members, as well as all the material relating to the 
meetings will be made publicly available for information. In particular, the Working Group 
discussions will be summarised in recommendations, which will be open for comments.  
 
Members of the Working Group will belong to three groups: 
 

o Member States – each Member State will be able to take part in the group, but only 
one representative will be allowed to take part in each of the meetings. We would 
invite Member States to register their interest and appoint the appropriate 
representative, which should be able to cover the various aspects of Green 
Infrastructure.  

o Stakeholders – following an expression of interest, a selection will be made 
amongst those that registered their interest. A selection of stakeholder 
representatives will be made based first and foremost on the willingness to take on 
an active role in the Working Group. Representatives from organisations with 
European membership and with an EU-relevant geographic and sector coverage will 
be privileged and, in order to ensure participation from all relevant stakeholder 
groups, selections will be made also on a sectoral basis. Unit B2 of DG Environment 
will seek to ensure an adequately balanced and a fair representation of stakeholders, 
but may be unable to offer membership to all those that expressed an interest. We 
would like to reiterate, however, that all material will be published online and 
comments on the WG recommendations will be welcome.  

o Experts – following an expression of interest, a selection will be made amongst 
those experts from academia and research centres, based on their expertise, in 
particular if they offer EU-relevant geographic and sector coverage, as well as on the 
willingness to take on an active role in the Working Group. Unit B2 of DG 
Environment will seek to ensure an adequately balanced and a fair representation of 
expertise but we may not be able to offer membership to all the interested experts. 
We would like to reiterate, however, that all material will be published online and 
comments on the WG recommendations will be welcome. 

 
The Green Infrastructure dossier touches upon several different policy realms, and the added 
value of the Working Group members will come from their ability to bring the various aspects 
of Green Infrastructure together. Similarly, several Commission DGs will be providing input 
to the future policy. Hence, colleagues from a variety of European Commission services will 
be welcome to take part in these meetings.  
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Deliverables 
 
During these three rounds of meetings, working group participants will provide input and 
expertise on different components of the future Green Infrastructure EU policy. On the basis 
of these discussions and deliberations in the groups, the output of the exercise will be drawing 
a set of recommendations and concrete proposals for the Commission. These 
recommendations will be made public. 


