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Evaluation of the Zoos Directive (Council Directive 
1999/22/EC relating to the keeping of wild animals in zoos) 

Glossary 

Biodiversity or biological diversity: The diversity of life in all its forms—the diversity of species, of 
genetic variations within one species, and of ecosystems (CBD, CEPA Toolkit Glossaries). 

Conservation: Means a series of measures required to maintain or restore the natural habitats and 
the populations of species of wild fauna and flora at a favourable status. (Habitats Directive, 2007 
version)  

Conservation of biodiversity: The management of human interactions with genes, species and 
ecosystems so as to provide the maximum benefit to the present generation while maintaining their 
potential to meet the needs and aspirations of future generations; encompasses elements of saving, 
studying and using biodiversity. (CBD) 

Environmental Enrichment: The husbandry provision of species-specific opportunities within an 
animal’s environment to enable it to express a diversity of desirable and natural behaviours. (Hosey et 
al. 2009) 

Ex-situ conservation: The conservation of species outside their natural habitats. / The conservation 
of components of biological diversity outside their natural habitats. (CBD) 

Education: Organised and sustained communication designed to bring about learning. Learning is 
taken as any change in behaviour, information, knowledge, understanding, attitudes, skills, or 
capabilities which can be retained and cannot be ascribed to physical growth or to the development of 
inherited behaviour patterns. (UNESCO, OECD, 2001)  

EEP: The EEP is the most intensive type of population management for a species kept in zoos part of 
the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA). Each EEP has a coordinator (someone with a 
special interest in and knowledge of the species concerned, who is working in an EAZA zoo or 
aquarium). He or she is assisted by a Species Committee. The coordinator has many tasks to fulfil, 
such as collecting information on the status of all the animals of the species for which he or she is 
responsible kept in EAZA zoos and aquariums, producing a studbook, carrying out demographic and 
genetic analyses, and producing a plan for the future management of the species. Together with the 
Species Committee, recommendations are made each year on which animals should breed or not 
breed, which individual animals should go from one zoo to another, and so on. (EAZA website) 

ESB: The ESB is less intensive than the EEP programme. The studbook keeper who is responsible 
for a certain ESB collects all the data on births, deaths, transfers, etc., from all the EAZA zoos and 
aquariums that keep the species in question. These data are entered in special computer software 
programmes, which allow the studbook keeper to carry out analyses of the population of that species. 
EAZA zoos may ask the studbook keepers for recommendations on breeding or transfers. By 
collecting and analysing all the relevant information on the species, the studbook keeper can judge if it 
is doing well in EAZA zoos and aquariums, or if maybe a more rigid management is needed to 
maintain a healthy population over the long term. In that case, the studbook keeper may propose that 
the species be managed as an EEP programme. (EAZA website) 

Fauna: Animals of any particular region or time. (General definition) 

In-situ conservation: The conservation of species in their natural surroundings. / The conservation of 
ecosystems and natural habitats and the maintenance and recovery of viable populations of species in 
their natural surroundings and, in the case of domesticated or cultivated species, in the surroundings 
where they have developed their distinctive properties. (CBD) 

Invasive alien species: an alien species whose introduction or spread has been found to threaten or 
adversely impact upon biodiversity and related ecosystem services. (Regulation 1143/2014 on 
invasive alien species) 

International Species Information System (ISIS): Network collecting and sharing knowledge on 
animals and their environments. (ISIS website) 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN): IUCN is a membership Union composed of 
government and civil society organisations. IUCN works across a range of themes related to 
conservation, environmental and ecological issues. (IUNC website) 
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One-off costs/investments: Costs faced by actors targeted by regulation since they have to adjust 
and adapt to the changes legal rule. All these costs are not likely to be borne by the targeted 
stakeholder on a regular basis in the future: to the contrary, they occur only once, after the entry into 
force of the new regulation. ("Assessing the Costs and Benefits of Regulation", CEPS – Economisti 
Associati Study for the European Commission) 

Pest and vermin: Are intended as vectors or reservoirs of disease that can adversely affect zoo 
animals (“EU Zoos Directive, Good Practices Document”, VetEffecT study for the European 
Commission) 

Public awareness: brings the issues relating to biodiversity to the attention of key groups who have 
the power to influence outcomes. Awareness is an agenda setting and marketing exercise helping 
people to know what and why this is an important issue, the aspirations for the targets, and what is 
and can be done to achieve these. (CBD CEPA Toolkit Glossaries) 

Record keeping system: System supporting the collection of animal records. Under the scope of the 
Zoos Directive, animal records serve two well-defined functions: i) they are a source of information for 
competent authorities during inspection and authorization, and; ii) they are essential for a zoo when 
planning and executing conservation, education and veterinary care programmes. (adapted from “EU 
Zoos Directive, Good Practices Document”, VetEffecT study for the European Commission) 

Recurrent costs: Those types of substantive compliance costs that are sustained by the targeted 
stakeholders on a regular basis as a result of the existence of a legal rule that imposes specific 
periodic behaviours. ("Assessing the Costs and Benefits of Regulation", CEPS – Economisti Associati 
Study for the European Commission) 

Species: Often defined as a group of related organisms, or a set of animals or plants in which the 
members have similar characteristics to each other and can breed with each other. (General 
definition) 

Training: Intended as the process of learning the skills needed for a particular job or activity. (General 
definition) 

 


