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      Summary: 
 

• What?: Public hearing on Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM), to 
provide input to the review of the EU ICZM Recommendation, identify the main 
problems and priorities, and where and how EU action would add most value.  
The hearing complements the on-line questionnaire on Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management and Maritime Spatial Planning, and other information sources such as 
studies and Member State reports on ICZM implementation. 

• When? : 30th of May 2011, 09:30 – 13:00 h (Registration starts at 09:00 h) 
• Where?: Committee of Regions premises, Bâtiment  Jacques Delors, Rue Belliard 

99-101,   B - 1040 Brussels , Belgium, room JDE 51 
• How?: Please register on-line, before 13 May.  

Formulate your question to the hearing using the on-line registration tool! 
• Participation is free and open to all those interested in coastal planning and 

management (e.g. national and regional administrations, local authorities, NGOs, 
representatives of ports or economic sectors active in coastal zones). 

• The languages of the hearing are French, German, English, Italian, Spanish and 
Polish  



I Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) 
 
1.1 Key principles of ICZM 
Coastal and marine areas are of utmost importance for economic development, leisure and 
living, at the same time they host rich but fragile biodiversity. Some 196 million people live in 
the coastal regions of Europe, 91% of them within 50 km of the sea-side. Europe's coastal 
zones face problems of deterioration of their natural, socio-economic and cultural resources. 
The impacts of climate change are expected to further increase the exposure of the coast to 
flooding and erosion. It is estimated that in Europe 13 million people would be threatened by 
a sea-level rise of 1 meter.  
Coastal planning activities or development decisions still take place in a sectoral way, hardly 
being linked to each other. Transparent planning and management of European coasts and 
waters are needed to balance the interests at play against sustaining the long-term benefit of 
coastal and marine resources to society.  
This requires an integrated approach that Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) 
provides. ICZM involves all the sectors concerned and therefore is opposed to sectoral 
approaches in spatial planning. The specific principles of ICZM consider the needs for a 
broad, long-termed and adaptive approach which allows for flexibility and which involves all 
relevant administrative bodies and takes into account partnerships and existing policies. 
Cooperation, leading to an emphasised cross-border coordination and active collaboration 
across regions, plays an important role in ICZM. 
 
1.2 The ICZM-process 
In 2002 the European Parliament and the Council adopted a Recommendation on the 
Implementation of Integrated Coastal Zone Management (2002/413/EC). The EU coastal 
Member States reported in 2006 about the implementation of the EU ICZM 
Recommendation. The evaluation of these reports led the Commission to conclude in 2007 
that there is a further need to support ICZM implementation for which the 2002 
Recommendation remained a valid framework (Commission Communication "An evaluation 
of ICZM in Europe", COM(2007)308). In the mid-term however the need for a new instrument 
would be reviewed, particularly as the EU policy context has significantly changed since 
2002, with the adoption of new sectoral instruments as well as horizontal policy initiatives, 
such as the Integrated Maritime Policy and the White paper on Adaptation to Climate 
Change.  
Moreover, the Protocol on Integrated Coastal Zone Management (Barcelona Convention) is 
the first significant step in the development of international legislative instruments for ICZM. 
The EU ratified this Protocol and it entered into force the 24th of March 2011. The Protocol 
covers the Mediterranean region and imposes legal obligations on 7 EU Member States as 
well as the non-EU parties to the Barcelona Convention having ratified the Protocol.  
 
The Commission is now reviewing the need for further support to the implementation of ICZM 
and explores the options for future EU action.  
 
II The public hearing 
 

2.1 What is it about? 
The hearing is part of an impact assessment to underpin the review of the 2002 EU 
Recommendation on Integrated Coastal Zone Management and a possible new proposal to 
follow-up to this Recommendation. Before proposing new initiatives, the European 
Commission assesses the potential economic, social and environmental consequences that 
they may have, through an "impact assessment" of which stakeholder involvement and public 
consultation is an important part. 
 
Given the need for coherent planning of coastal and maritime areas, the Impact Assessment 
on Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) is done jointly with the assessment of 



possible future action on Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP). An on-line public consultation 
covering both fields is on-going from 23 March to 20 May. The objective of this on-line 
consultation is to address the main challenges and opportunities for both ICZM and MSP, 
and to collect opinions and suggestions in written form.  
 
To complement the on-line public consultation and to allow interactive debate, the 
Commission now launches a public hearing on Integrated Coastal Zone Management. 
The hearing will not focus on Maritime Spatial Planning, as for this field a series of workshop 
was already held in 2009.  
 
The hearing on ICZM is open to all those interested in coastal planning and management, 
such as national and regional administrations, local authorities, NGOs, representatives of 
ports or economic sectors active in coastal zones.  
 
The hearing will be structured around the key challenges of coastal zone in Europe: how to 
make coastal zone more resilient to risks and how to ensure a balanced coastal territorial 
development and efficient use of resources.  
 
The hearing will allow participants to bring forward their views on the problems and priorities 
to be addressed as part of future EU action to support further ICZM implementation to 
address these challenges, the measures and tools that would be most effective to do so.  
The setting of the hearing will allow to elaborate and to exchange views on in which areas 
and how most value added can be achieved by EU action? What are the opportunities and 
potential obstacles for further ICZM implementation, especially from local and regional level 
perspectives? How can the planning and management of coastal zone be made more 
efficient? How can cross-border coordination in coastal planning and management be most 
effectively addressed?  
 
When registering for the hearing you are invited to formulate the questions or issues you 
wish to see addressed in the hearing.  
 
After the hearing a report will summarise the debate and the feedback received. The hearing 
report will be made available through the Commission's web pages. 
 
2.2 Practical Details and outline agenda  
 
Date of the hearing: 30th of May 2011, 09:30 – 13:00 h (Registration starts at 09:00 h – 
refreshments offered) 
Venue: Committee of the Regions, Bâtiment Jacques Delors, Rue Belliard 99-101,  
B - 1040 Brussels, Belgium, room JDE 51 
Interpretation will be provided in French, German, English, Italian, Spanish and Polish. 
 
Please register online, before 13 May. The form for the registration can be found here  
(http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/iczm_hearing.htm).  
 
 
Draft outline agenda: 

• Opening; welcome address Committee of the Regions 
• Commission presentation, including an overview of the results of the on-line 

consultation regarding Integrated Coastal Zone Management 
• Introduction of key questions to set the debate 
• Discussion structured around two panels with focus on how to make coastal zone 

more resilient to risks and on how to ensure a balanced coastal territorial 
development and efficient use of resources: short presentations and statements from 
panellists 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/iczm_hearing.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/iczm_hearing.htm


• Time for discussion, questions and answers 
 

The final agenda will be sent to you after your registration. 
 
A lunch buffet is offered after the hearing. 
 
2.3 Other inputs for the review of the EU ICZM Recommendation 
Alongside the on-line consultation and the hearing, other key other inputs for the review of 
the EU ICZM Recommendation are the Member States' report on the implementation of 
ICZM. Furthermore several studies are being accomplished to underpin the impact 
assessment. The best-practice initiative OURCOAST offers examples of ICZM in practice 
today in Europe. 
 
2.4 Next ? 
Based on the results of the impact assessment, including the consultations, The Commission 
will decide whether to propose future EU action in the fields of ICZM and/or Maritime Spatial 
Planning by the end of 2011. An impact assessment report will sum up the results of the 
reports, studies and consultations by mid-2011.  
 
 
III Further information  
 
Registration for the hearing must be done on-line here 
(http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=Hearing300511). 
 
To prepare for the hearing please consider the following information and web-pages: 

• The on-line consultation can be found here 
(http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/iczm.htm). Responses to the 
questionnaire can be given up to 20th of May 2011. 

 
• The Website of DG Environment (http://ec.europa.eu/environment/iczm/home.htm) 

provides an overview of the ICZM process and related topics. 
 
• The Member States reports on progress on ICZM up to 2010 can be downloaded 

here (http://ec.europa.eu/environment/iczm/ia_reports.htm). 
 
• OURCOAST is an initiative of the European Commission to support and ensure the 

exchange of experiences and best practices in coastal planning and management. 
Examples for best practices can be found on the OURCOAST website 
(http://ec.europa.eu/ourcoast/index.cfm?menuID=3). 

 
• A non-exhaustive overview of information sources under consideration for the impact 

assessment can be found here (http://ec.europa.eu/environment/iczm/pdf/ICZM%20-
%20Information%20sources%20-%20overview.pdf  ). 

 
IV Contact details 
Should you have any questions regarding the hearing, please send an e-mail to the following 
address ENV-ICZM@ec.europa.eu , indicating in the subject line "HEARING ON ICZM". 
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