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Assunto: 
European Union Mercury Strategy.


Questions to be discussed at the Stakeholder Consultation Meeting (8 September 2005).
Regarding your letter of 15th July on the Stakeholder Consultation Meeting to be held in Brussels on 8th September regarding the European Union Mercury Strategy, please find, in attachment, the answer to the corresponding questionnaire.
Best regards.

The President 

(A. Ascenso Pires)
Att.: the above-mentioned document.

PS 

QUESTIONS TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION MEETING

(8th September 2005)
(1)
Mercury waste flows in your country?

· Total amount in your country? What kind of waste and what is the mercury content?

· Amounts recycled? What kind of waste and what is the mercury content?

· Amounts landfilled? What kind of waste and what is the mercury content?

· Amounts incinerated? What kind of waste and what is the mercury content?

· Amounts exported for recovery to other OECD countries? What kind of waste and what is the mercury content?

In 2002, a total of 155.851 kg of mercury containing waste was produced. Table 1 shows the produced amounts of mercury containing waste in industrial and non-industrial activities by European List of Wastes (ELW) code, in 2002. 
Table 1 – Production of mercury containing waste (2002).

	EWL code
	
	Industrial activities

(kg)
	Other activities

(kg)

	06 04 04*
	Wastes containing mercury
	454
	216

	16 06 03*
	Mercury-containing batteries
	128
	0

	17 09 01*
	Construction and demolition wastes containing mercury
	1 200
	0

	18 01 10*
	Amalgam waste from dental care
	350
	0

	20 01 21*
	Fluorescent tubes and other mercury-containing waste
	146 854
	6 649

	Total
	
	148 986
	6 865


Source: SGIR (Waste Information Management System) - INR.

Table 2 presents the available information regarding the final destination of mercury containing industrial waste, by recovery/elimination operation code.

Table 2 – Final destination of mercury containing industrial waste (2002).

	Final Destination
	Amount 
(kg)

	R1
	3

	R3
	1 154

	R4
	45 681

	R5
	23 142

	R7
	10

	R9
	70

	R13
	60 467

	D1
	633

	D5
	1 004

	D9
	2 949

	D15
	17 988

	Other
	2 750

	Total
	153 101


Source: SGIR (Waste Information Management System) - INR.

Furthermore, an amount of 3.129 kg of mercury containing hospital waste for recycling/reuse was reported regarding the collection within hospitals and health care units.

Tables 3 shows the amounts of mercury containing waste exported for recovery within OECD countries (i.e. Belgium, Germany, Spain and Switzerland) from 2001 to August 2005.

Table 3 – Mercury containing waste exported for recovery (2001 – 2005).
	Year
	ELW code
	Description
	Amount (kg)
	Operation code (b)

	2001
	20 01 21*
	Fluorescent tubes and other mercury-containing waste
	14 000
	R4

	2002
	06 04 04*
	Wastes containing mercury
	1 000
	R4

	
	20 01 21*
	Fluorescent tubes and other mercury-containing waste
	54 980
	R4

	2003
	06 04 04*
	Wastes containing mercury
	516
	R4

	
	20 01 21*
	Fluorescent tubes and other mercury-containing waste
	43 820
	R4

	2004
	06 04 04*
	Wastes containing mercury
	927
	R4

	
	20 01 21*
	Fluorescent tubes and other mercury-containing waste
	116
	R4

	2005(a)
	06 04 04*
	Wastes containing mercury
	1 091
	R4


Source: INR.

(a) From 01.01.2005 to 09.08.2005. 

(b) R4 – Recycling/reclamation of metals and metal compounds.
(2)
Mercury recycling and processes with mercury as a by-product in your country? E.g. recycling of mercury in batteries and thermometers, mercury as a by-product from mining and production of other metals, and from the cleaning of natural gas.

· Amounts of mercury from these sources? In which form, metallic mercury or as a mercury compound?

· Considered as a waste or a product? If waste, how is it managed?

At the moment there is one company (AMBICARE INDUSTRIAL – Tratamento de Resíduos, S.A.) authorized to treat fluorescent tubes and other mercury containing wastes (such as dental amalgams, batteries, thermometers, sfignomanometers and other mercury containing equipment). The treatment process includes crushing, mechanic separation and distillation operations. The recovered mercury is considered a product of the treatment process and sold with a purity degree of approximately 98%. 

(3)
Which effects could be expected on the recycling industry in your country by an export ban for mercury and storage requirements for surplus mercury?

(4)
How much mercury is used today in your country for products, amalgam etc? Will this change in the future? Estimated amounts needed after the export ban has entered into force (Comission proposal 2011)?

The most common uses for mercury in Portugal are in thermometers, amalgams, mercury vapor lamps and batteries. Tables 4, 5 and 6 show, respectively, the amounts of imported mercury, mercury oxides and products containing mercury.

Table 4 – Quantities of mercury imported by Portugal*.
	Country
	Year
	Import (Ton)

	Outside EU 15
	2000
	0

	
	2001
	0

	
	2002
	0

	
	2003
	0,001

	
	2004
	0

	Inside EU 15
	2000
	0,036

	
	2001
	0,074

	
	2002
	0,005

	
	2003
	0,004

	
	2004
	0,002


Source: Eurostat    

Table 5 - Quantities of mercury oxides imported by Portugal*.

	Country
	Year
	Import (Ton)

	Outside EU 15
	2000
	0,4

	
	2001
	0,2

	
	2002
	0

	
	2003
	3,7

	
	2004
	0,7

	Inside EU 15
	2000
	130,3

	
	2001
	6

	
	2002
	12

	
	2003
	11,5

	
	2004
	10,7


Source: Eurostat      
*Mercuric oxide cells and batteries, in the form of cylindrical and button cells (excluding spent).

Table 6 - Quantities of products containing mercury imported by Portugal*.

	Country
	Year
	Import (Ton)

	Outside EU 15
	2000
	6,5

	
	2001
	4,1

	
	2002
	1,5

	
	2003
	2,9

	
	2004
	10,3

	Inside EU 15
	2000
	15,3

	
	2001
	10,7

	
	2002
	14,7

	
	2003
	10,1

	
	2004
	8,9


Source: Eurostat      
*Includes amalgams of precious metals, mercury vapour lamps, thermometers (liquid-filled, for direct reading, not combined with other instruments) and clinical and veterinary thermometers.
(5)
Do you have national legislation that goes further than the European legislation and that need to be considered while developing this new legislation?

· Restrictions for landfilling of waste containing mercury

· Restrictions for incineration of waste containing mercury

· Restrictions for export of waste containing mercury

· Treatment requirements for waste containing mercury before landfilling/incineration

· Special requirements for landfilling of mercury
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