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  POLISH CHAMBER OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY
Member of CEFIC
Warsaw, 11.10.2005
Dear Ms. Stina Lundberg,

I would like to thank you very much for sending me the replies to questions asked before and during the stakeholder meeting on 8th of September. Unfortunately, from polish site you have received only statistic data so please let me now make our statement completed.  

Polish Chamber of Chemical Industry (PIPC) represents Polish chlor – alkali industry. PIPC maintains the position of Euro Chlor concerning the mercury strategy. We support the Communication on a Community Strategy Concerning Mercury and have accepted the political decision for a ban on mercury export from 2011. However, we need to have a permission to undertake storage on a permanent basis of decommissioned mercury. 

When the export ban enters into force, chlor – alkali cells will have to store all excess mercury.  Basing on the Euro Chlor opinion the liquid metallic form of mercury is one of the most sustainable ways of storage this element. This method does not require large storage space and is costly effective. Furthermore, this solution is environmental friendly and doesn’t cause any emission or losses into environment as there is no processing. 

PIPC strongly support the idea of reuse the mercury obtained from closed cells instead of mining new one. The mercury received from decommissioned plants is of the same quality as “the new mercury” and reduces emission into air related with the mining and smelting of this element.

The European chlor – alkali industry for over 25 years has been implementing mercury emission abatement programmes, which have conducted to the 97% emission reduction. Nowadays, the emission is small in comparison to other man – made sources of mercury. This kind of activity will be continued by chlor – alkali industry despite of achieved significant progress in this area. I would like to stress that all voluntary commitments are scheduled in the way which allows either protecting the environment or supporting the competitiveness of the European industry therefore I hope that adopted Strategy Concerning Mercury will respect the timetables set out by the industry.

Seize an opportunity I would like to ask if there any activity has been made regarding impact assessment on recovery/recycling of mercury on world markets. As far as I know, it was one of the proposals made on the Stakeholder Meeting in Brussels (8th of September). 

Your sincerely,

Wojciech Lubiewa – Wieleżyński

President of the Board
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