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On behalf of the Netherlands I send you the following reaction on questions raised by the European  Commission in the  stakeholders meeting  concerning mercury of 8th September 2005.

Export ban on mercury compounds

No specific reaction at this moment.

Storage of mercury.

For storage of mercury it is necessary to change the land filling directive allowing temporary storage of  liquid mercury. For the safe storage it is not necessary and not preferable to change the limit values for  land filling hazardous waste containing mercury. The temporary storage has to be done in a safe way, without changing the limit values for leaching  of  mercury.  A  tailor-made rule should be designed for  the temporary storage of liquid mercury  taking into account a safe way of packaging the  liquid mercury, without a risk of leaching or  leaking  of  mercury or emissions of mercury vapour from the packaging. 

Scope of storage obligation

The data in the EU concerning the quantity of  liquid mercury from other sources (like byproducts from natural gas winning, zinc production and  recycling  of mercury containing waste)  should be compared with the demand for liquid mercury in the EU after 2011 (only taking into account the allowances  to  apply mercury in products in the EU after  2011). This comparison should give an answer to the question  if storage capacity is needed for other sources of liquid mercury than the chlor alkali industry. Liquid mercury from  recycling wastes can reach a quality which is useful for all applications, for example dental amalgam.  

Recovery of mercury from waste  containing mercury

There are  a couple of reasons to continue  recycling of (some) mercury containing wastes:

· if the part of the waste not existing of mercury is reusable ( such as glass and metals  from measure and control equipment (e.g. thermometers), precious metals from  dental amalgam and  catalysts, active coal from the cleaning  of  waste gases and waste water);

· if it is unsafe/not allowed to store  mercury containing wastes, because  the  wastes   are contaminated with mercury in combination with other  substances like mercaptans,  volatile aromatic hydrocarbons or  other hydrocarbons, land filling  is no option. In these cases  mercury  and  the other volatile compounds  are separated  from the waste by distillation. This means that the recovery option of  separating mercury and  other disturbing compounds  is the desirable way    for handling these waste. Examples of these wastes are sludge  from natural gas winning, active coal from  cleaning waste gases and waste waters;

· Wastes  with a high mercury content  are problematic to store as such in containers.  Guarantees for UN certified  steel drums last  ten years, for plastic drums five years. Liquid mercury in waste sinks to he bottom of the drum and creeps  through the folded seam of steel drums. Plastic drums loose their form.  This means if no extra measures are taken  ventilation air in the storage room can be  contaminated with mercury. From this point of view it is more advisable to  separate mercury from the waste and store a small volume of  pure liquid mercury  with all necessary safety measures, than to store  big volumes of waste containing mercury with safety  measures which are too low or with all necessary measures taken against high costs. 

How to make sure recovery of mercury continues if there is no market for  recycled mercury?
Steering wastes to a desirable way of handling can be done with legal instruments or with financial instruments.   A landfill ban on (specific) wastes containing mercury is a possibility  or a tax on land filling waste containing mercury is an other possibility. 
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