Comments from Hungary, 15 September 2005 

Responses to the questions to be discussed at the stakeholder consultation meeting

8. September 2005, Brussels

As a matter of fact, information enabling us to answer a number of questions is lacking. The review of the national situation is needed and be commenced when possible. The responses to the questions, see below, are thereby limited to our current knowledge.
(1) Mercury waste flows in your country?

- Total amounts in your country? What kind of waste and what is the mercury content?
Total amount of mercury-containing wastes yielded in 2003 are as follows. The data are representative and focused on waste types of biggest quantity. There is not yet information on the Hg content of any kind of waste.
EWC 06 04 04 (inorganic):     69.000 kg

EWC 16 06 03 (batteries):      38.000 kg

EWC 20 01 21 (light tubes): 340.000 kg

- Amounts recycled, landfilled, incinerated? What kind of waste and what is the mercury content? 
N.A.


- Amounts exported for recovery to other OECD countries? What kind of waste and what is the mercury content?
N.A.
(2) Mercury recycling and processes with mercury as a by-product in your country? E.g. recycling of mercury in batteries and thermometers, mercury as a by-product from mining and production of other metals, and from cleaning of natural gas.

- Amounts of mercury from these sources? In which form, metallic mercury or as a mercury compound?
 N.A.


- Considered as waste or a product? If waste, how is it managed?

Legally speaking mercury becomes waste upon the decision of its owner. According to our current practice, all waste of mercury is disposed. Mercury, which is recycled within the production facility, like in case of light tubes or bulbs, is neither waste nor product. 
(3) Which effects could be expected on the recycling industry in your country by a export ban for mercury and storage requirements for surplus mercury?
N.A.

(4) How much mercury is used today in your country for products, amalgam etc? Will this change in the future? Estimated amounts needed after the export ban has entered into force (Commission proposal 2011)?

Production of light tubes and HID  bulbs consumes mercury at a range of 1-2 tons/annum. No information is available at the moment on mercury in other products.
(5) Do you have national legislation that goes further than the European legislation and that need to be considered while developing this new legislation?

- Restrictions for landfilling, incineration or export of waste containing mercury
No, the national legislation transposed that of EU solely.

- Treatment requirements for waste containing mercury before landfilling/incineration
- Special requirements for landfilling of mercury

No special rules in the national legislation.
