Answers to additional questions to mercury ban from the Stakeholder meeting 8th Sept. 

1. Is there a need also to ban exports of mercury compounds? 
From our point of view the mercury strategy has a broader approach than just addressing the elemental mercury from Chlorine-Alkali-Plants. There is justified concern that mercury is exported as mercury compound resulting for example from mining activity (as mercury calomel Hg2Cl2) to other countries and converted to elementary mercury for further use there. 
Furthermore the export ban should include a statement that pure mercury from chlorine-alkali-plants is not allowed to be converted to other mercury compounds. 

To keep the regulation fair and simple mercury compounds should be included in the export ban. 
2. What changes are needed in Community waste legislation beyond exempting mercury from Article 5.3 (a) (that prohibits landfilling of liquid waste) and the criteria in Section 2.4., Council decision 2003/33/EC (limit values for landfilling hazardous waste)?

The criteria of section 2.4 do not apply if there is a positive evaluation of safety issues for the underground disposal. For the special case of underground disposal Section 2.5 of the Council decision 2003/33/EC applies. In the Appendix of the council decision, Annex (a) section 2.1 (a), (f) and section 3.2. have to be opened for storage of liquid mercury and the requirements for underground storage have to be checked.
3. Is there a need to store mercury from other sources than the chlorine-alkali industry?

In Germany mercury from the chlorine-alkali-industry is the largest source of mercury. The disposal of the surplus mercury resulting from converting to mercury free technology in these plants is a temporarily occurring problem.  Mercury from other sources is recycled within the EU for special uses e.g. lights and button cells. It is not necessary to treat this mercury as waste and store it as long as there is a market. Otherwise mercury would be imported to supply the Hg for these legal uses. First step should be to identify substitutes for all legal uses of mercury and than ban the uses.
4. Is recovery of mercury from waste containing mercury (e.g. thermometers, batteries) needed/desirable for a good waste handling?

Yes. It is better to recover the mercury to prevent large amounts of wastes being contaminated. As long as there are legal uses within the EU, it should be possible to recycle Hg from wastes or products. This position was also presented and shared by other member states during the stakeholder meeting on 8th Sept.05. 
5. If so, how to make sure recovery of mercury continue also when there is no market for recycled mercury? 

According to the German waste regulation it is not allowed to dispose wastes untreated. The priorities are: recycling prior to disposal as long as it is economically justifiable. So far there is a demand for Hg for legal uses in the EU resulting in a relatively high price for recycled mercury.  If there is no market for recycled mercury anymore, mercury containing wastes have to be disposed without harming the environment. Recyclers will look for new options like immobilisation or packaging of mercury for the final storage facility.   
