Comments from Czech Republic, 3 October 2005 

Additional questions and answers from the stakeholder meeting 
8.9.2005 in Brussels
1. Is there a need also to ban exports of mercury compounds?
The Czech Republic does not support the ban of exports of both, mercury compounds and waste containing mercury.
       2.  What changes are needed in Community waste legislation beyond exempting mercury from Article 5.3 (a) (that prohibits landfilling of liquid waste) and the criteria in Section 2.4., Council decision 2003/33/EC (limit values for landfilling hazardous waste)?
The leachate limit value for land filling of waste containing mercury is 0.2 mg Hg/l in the Czech Republic. The landfilling of liquid mercury is prohibited and probably will not be permitted in the future. 
The only way is to store liquid mercury and set up higher leachate limit value of Hg in waste. With coming ban of exports of mercury, higher concentration of Hg in waste would be expected.
        3.  Is there a need to store mercury from other sources than the chlor-alkali industry?
Not necessarily. Above all, the main problem is surpluses from the chlor-alkali industry.

         4. Is recovery of mercury from waste containing mercury (e.g. thermometers, batteries) needed/desirable for a good waste handling? If so, how to make sure recovery of mercury continue also when there is no market for recycled mercury?
Certainly yes at least until the mercury will be replaced, but only in cases of higher concentration of mercury. If the content of mercury in waste is below economic level, then there would be necessary to stabilize wastes and to place them to the appropriate hazardous landfill.     

