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(1) 
Mercury waste flows in your country?
- Total amounts in your country? What kind of waste and what is the mercury content?
Estimated 180 tn of HgO batteries for year 2004. It is estimated that each battery contains 30% Hg [‘‘Study on the establishment of a system for the management of batteries’’].
· Amounts recycled? What kind of waste and what is the mercury content? 
No recycling is taking place regarding mercury batteries in Cyprus.
At this stage, the following actions are taking place in order to establish a management system of collection and recycling of mercury batteries.
1. A Regulation (No. 82/2003 Date 31.01.2004) is in place concerning batteries and accumulators which harmonized the Cyprus legislation with the requirements of Directives 91/157, 93/186, 98/101.

With this Regulation the following objectives are aimed to be achieved: 

· Reduction of the content of batteries and accumulators in heavy metals.

Batteries imported should contain no substances harmful to the environment.
· Encouragement of the marketing of batteries and accumulators that contain fewer quantities of dangerous substances.

· Encouragement of efforts with regards to:

a) Reduction of dangerous substances in batteries and accumulators.

b) Replacement of such substances with less polluting ones.

2. Discussions are taking place between the Environment Service and recyclers interested in investing in the field.

· Information has been provided to consumers concerning the dangers from the uncontrolled disposal of used batteries and accumulators, and a leaflet, ¨Batteries and Accumulators¨, has been widely distributed.

· Establishment of Control Mechanism.

A standing Committee chaired by the Environment Service deals with the management of all waste and the control mechanism and follow up activities are pursued through this Committee.

3. Study on the establishment of a system for the management of batteries

A study on the establishment of a system for the management of batteries was concluded. The study covers the strategy, the plans of action, a feasibility analysis and an estimate of expected results.

The basic principles of the system for the management of batteries being gradually put in place as part of the study’s recommendations incorporate the following elements:
a) All types of batteries are included.

b) There is no specific or fixed target of collection (this will be regulated with a new Directive that at this stage is being prepared)
c) The incorporation of the management cost of a product which reaches the end of its life cycle, in the initial acquisition cost, through a “hidden charging”, corresponds to the basic “polluter pays” principle and in addition protects the market from the eventual “distortions” implied by “visible charging”.

d) The responsibility of financing will be distributed in all economic parties in the market (producers, importers, and distributors) according to their share in the market.

e) The Government has the responsibility of permitting and regulating the system. The private sector has the responsibility for the implementation and financing of the system.

f) The cost of dissemination of information and raising public awareness will be shared by the state and the private sector.

g) At the final stage of the implementation of the system, a number of collection points will be used.

h) The collection of spent electric cells and accumulators shall be carried out by the Municipalities and Communities as well as from various commercial points. The existing municipal solid waste collection network, as well as the packaging materials collection network, being developed, shall be used. Concerning the commercial collection points, they will be selected by the Collective Organization being established, although it is preferable that all commercial points of batteries sales shall be used. 

i) Sorting and recycling facilities:

The central warehouse shall be located together with sorting and recycling facilities.

The treatment work include the following stages:

· Sorting

· Additional temporary storage 

· Transportation of the non-hazardous part in Sanitary Landfill Sites (Zn-C and Al)

· Transportation of other batteries in recycling units locally (Pb) and/ or abroad (Ni-Cd etc.).

4. The following timetable is relevant:

In the next six months, the Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment will complete and issue the following Decrees:

i) Determination of the system of collection and management of batteries, specifying responsibilities and obligations of all shareholders.

ii) Regulation of the financing of the investments and, generally, of the activities with regards to the system.
iii) Specification of the information process.


- Amounts landfilled? What kind of waste and what is the mercury content?

All the quantity (180 tn) from batteries is disposed in landfill places.


- Amounts incinerated? What kind of waste and what is the mercury content?

No incineration is taking place regarding mercury batteries in Cyprus.


- Amounts exported for recovery to other OECD countries? What kind of waste and what is the mercury content? 
No exportation to other OECD countries  is taking place regarding mercury batteries in Cyprus.

(2) Mercury recycling and processes with mercury as a by-product in your country? E.g. recycling of mercury in batteries and thermometers, mercury as a by-product from mining and production of other metals, and from cleaning of natural gas.

No recycling is taking place of mercury in batteries and thermometers. There are no processes with mercury as a by-product.

- Amounts of mercury from these sources? In which form, metallic mercury or as a mercury compound?
It is estimated that each battery contains 30% Mercury, in the form of Metallic mercury.
- Considered as waste or a product? If waste, how is it managed?
Considered waste and disposed in landfills.

(3) Which effects could be expected on the recycling industry in your country by an export ban for mercury and storage requirements for surplus mercury?

No effects

(4) How much mercury is used today in your country for products, amalgam etc? Will this change in the future? Estimated amounts needed after the export ban has entered into force (Commission proposal 2011)?
In Cyprus there are no chlor-alkali and mercury containing batteries manufacturing industries or gold mining. Mercury is only used for dental care. As mentioned above, mercury containing batteries are imported.

In addition, according to the Import/Export Statistics of 2003, the mercury imported quantity in 2003 was 65kg, from which 63kg was from the European Union (20kg from Holland and 43kg from Great Britain), and 2kg from other countries.
Further investigation is needed to estimate the amounts needed after the export ban.
(5) Do you have national legislation that goes further than the European legislation and that need to be considered while developing this new legislation?
- Restrictions for landfilling of waste containing mercury
- Restrictions for incineration of waste containing mercury
- Restrictions for export of waste containing mercury
- Treatment requirements for waste containing mercury before landfilling/incineration
- Special requirements for landfilling of mercury
No additional legislation
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