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Second meeting of the Advisory Board of the EU B@B Platform  

30 January 2018, European Commission, Brussels 

Minutes 

Introduction 

The second meeting of the Advisory Board aimed to introduce current members to ongoing developments 

and activities in the EU B@B Platform (hereafter referred to as the Platform) one year after its relaunch 

under Phase 3 and reflect on its future challenges.  

The meeting was chaired by Humberto Delgado Rosa, Director Natural Capital at the European 

Commission, who launched the meeting by providing updates on key developments at EU level:  

■ The final report of the EU High-Level Group on Sustainable Finance (HLEG) will be published on 31 

January. The HLEG aimed to support the development of an overarching and comprehensive EU 

roadmap on sustainable finance. The report stresses the alarming trends in relation to the loss of 

biodiversity and highlights the need to make incorporation of natural capital risks and opportunities a 

standard practice in the financial sector. 

■ The EU Action Plan for nature, people and the economy, adopted in April 2017, sets out an ambitious 

programme of work from 2017 to 2019, with concrete actions incentivising companies to invest in 

nature. As part of this the EU is developing guidance on integrating ecosystems and their services 

into planning and decision-making and will draw on practical examples by business on how the range 

of ecosystem services can be assessed and taken into account. 

■ The 5th MAES report (Mapping and Assessment of Ecosystems and their Services) developed a 

methodological framework coupled with indicators to support the integration of ecosystems and their 

services in decision-making. This will inform the post-2020 biodiversity policy and may be relevant for 

work on a biodiversity metric for corporates. 

■ Other references were made to the European Commission’s ongoing work to support green 

infrastructure, the UN statistical division’s new recommendations in support of the System of 

Environmental-Economic Accounting – Experimental Ecosystem Accounting, the work on natural 

capital assessment (NCA) performed by WAVES and the EU Initiative on Pollinators.  

Presentation of key achievements of the EU B@B Platform and discussion on ongoing 
challenges 

The EU B@B Platform team gave a brief overview of the various activities and results achieved in 2017, 

and reported on performance in relation to Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) – e.g. participants in the 

various workshops, deliverables, engagement with policy makers, conference – that the Platform is 

tracking to measure its success.  

While the Platform had a productive 2017, lots of challenges remain and the Platform needs to redouble 

efforts in 2018 to increase business engagement in favour of biodiversity, broaden the interest to new 

sectors and businesses, increase the relevance of the Platform for businesses and foster interlinkages 

and cooperation with other initiatives.  

The initial presentation of key achievements was followed by a discussion on the Platform’s main 

priorities, its working mode and the changes needed to support its objectives.   

While direct engagement with EU businesses of all sizes is one of the core missions of the Platform, 

different strategies to increase this engagement were identified by the Advisory Board members: 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/180131-sustainable-finance-final-report_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/fitness_check/action_plan/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/knowledge/ecosystem_assessment/pdf/Brochure%20MAES.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/ecosystems/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/ecosystems/index_en.htm
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envaccounting/eea_project/default.asp
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/envaccounting/eea_project/default.asp
https://www.wavespartnership.org/en/natural-capital-accounting
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/pollinators/index_en.htm
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■ While various sectors are already well connected with biodiversity and natural capital (in particular 

those required to apply the mitigation hierarchy) some appear to be under-solicited in some Member 

States. The AB invited the Platform to identify these sectors and highlighted these might include the 

transport and agro-food sectors in France and the agro-food and tourism sectors in Greece. 

■ The need to focus on the agricultural sector was highlighted, as it remains the sector with the biggest 

direct impact on biodiversity.  

■ It was acknowledged that recognising SMEs as a single group might be counterproductive, and that 

the Platform should therefore engage with SMEs through sectoral approaches, corporate supply 

chains and/or SME networks. 

■ Some members stressed the need to develop a system of acknowledgement of members’ 

contribution to the platform, which could stimulate new initiatives taken by companies and take 

multiple forms (awards, peer recognition, etc.).   

■ While businesses are the Platform’s primary target, AB members mentioned the need to engage 

more closely with Ministries of Finance in the various EU Member States, as these have a huge 

leverage potential on the national finance market and institutions.  

■ It was suggested to move towards tangible deliverables in order to provide practical tools for 

businesses to integrate biodiversity and NC into their decision-making processes (e.g. guidance on 

net positive impact on biodiversity). It was argued guidance documents would help facilitate FIs’ 

communication towards their clients when discussing ecological risks and opportunities for 

businesses. 

The Advisory Board also recognised the positive role of the Platform in building smart partnership with 

key initiatives. The Platform should continue to strengthen linkages with initiatives that are closely related 

to the workstreams (see workstream section) including those currently led by the Natural Capital Coalition 

(e.g. development of a Biodiversity Supplement to the Natural Capital Protocol (NCP), engagement in the 

“Combining forces” initiative). The Platform will also strengthen its relationships with other Commission 

departments (e.g. DG FISMA) to encourage the creation of a framework for NC accounting beyond the 

Mapping and Assessment of Ecosystems and their Services (MAES) initiative. Collaboration with other 

national and international business and biodiversity platforms will also continue throughout 2018. 

Other strategies were suggested to support the mainstreaming of biodiversity and natural capital into 

business practices. Interlinkages between natural capital and the circular economy should be 

strengthened, focussing on the flows that both areas have in common and inspired by ongoing initiatives 

in the Netherlands (e.g. development of biodiversity datasets for integration with resource impacts 

databases). The Platform is also invited to play a key role in informing the design of Framework 

Programme 9 (FP9), the successor to H2020, by relaying key topics for future research to RTD. 

Discussion on the NCA workstream 

The overall objective of the NCA workstream for 2018 will consist in increasing and sharing knowledge 

about biodiversity accounting at the company level. The key role of the Platform in developing the NC 

Biodiversity Supplement was recognised by the AB members. In 2018, the NCA workstream will also 

continue its work (started in 2017) on ‘ambition level’ with a focus on planetary boundaries and positive 

impact. The AB welcomed the idea to engage with workstream members (e.g. through a peer review 

process) to develop assessments of a range of biodiversity metrics. Biodiversity metrics were recognised 

as having great potential value for businesses, and the need to identify gaps in the development of 

metrics, inform related research needs (e.g. under the Innovation workstream) and ultimately apply 

metrics to inform business decisions was welcomed by participants. 

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/maes
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Discussion on the Innovation workstream 

The overall objectives of the Innovation workstream will consist in further developing an ‘Innovation 

Toolbox’ that supports innovation in the business and biodiversity arena, including facilitating innovators’ 

access to relevant EU research and innovation (R&I) funding and initiatives. Work on the toolbox will 

continue to pursue ‘smart partnerships’ with other networks and platforms offering relevant tools.  

 

The AB supported continued work by the Platform to facilitate access of the B@B community to EU 

research and innovation (R&I) funding. This should include promoting relevant Horizon 2020 call topics 

for 2019 and 2020 with the B@B community, and further work to enhance engagement of the B@B 

community in the SME Instrument.  

The AB also highlighted that FP9 (the EU’s Ninth Framework Programme for R&I, which will succeed 

Horizon 2020) is now in preparation, and it would be very timely for the Innovation Workstream to lead 

work with Platform members to assess key R&I needs in the B@B arena, with a view to recommending to 

DG RTD a small number of topics to be considered for FP9. 

The AB also suggested that the Innovation Workstream collaborate with the Finance Community of 

Practice (Finance Workstream) to develop guidance for the business and biodiversity community on what 

makes a bankable/investable biodiversity and natural capital project. Such guidance would be a useful 

tool for the Innovation Toolbox. This might be advanced through a workshop in the early summer.. 

As regards smart partnerships, it was noted that two H2020-funded Coordination and Support Actions on 

Valuing Nature, one focussing on the public sector (approx. €3 million) and one on the private sector 

(approx.. €2 million), would start in late 2018. It will be important to develop smart partnerships with these 

networks. Exploration of such partnerships might already start in late summer (once the consortia 

selected to lead these projects are known). 

Discussion on the Finance workstream 

The overall objectives of the Finance workstream in 2018 will consist in strengthening and accelerating 

the integration of biodiversity into investment decisions, and thus into business, government (sovereign 

bonds) and project decisions. It will do so by sharing pioneering practice and methodologies and 

collaborating on content in a Community of Practice setting. The Platform, through its Community of 

Practice, was recognised as a key player in the mainstreaming biodiversity in investment decisions and in 

supporting, among others, the development of the Finance Sector Supplement to the Natural Capital 

Protocol. 

In 2017 the CoP F@B started its activities, and decided to focus on three topics: 1) biodiversity 

accounting; 2) positive biodiversity impact and 3) ambition & responsibility. The ongoing activities under 

each subgroup were presented to the AB, who gave some complementing suggestions. For the positive 

biodiversity impact subgroup, the aim is to develop a manifesto and principles in line with the positive 

impact finance working group of UNEP FI. 

It was suggested the Platform could engage in the creation of a pool of technical assistance to test the 

results of the HLEG with a view to foster generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) on natural 

capital and environmental accounting and reporting practices to develop standards. A dialogue between 

DG FISMA, the Natural Capital Coalition (NCC) and the NatCap community started in the Netherlands to 

test the usability of the Natural Capital Protocol’s Finance Sector Supplement to apply the HLEG 

taxonomy. This initiative could be replicated in other countries.  

The need to link the finance sector with other business sectors was highlighted. The Netherlands are, for 

example, organising two Natural Capital Expeditions for the finance and business community (one for the 

building sector, one for Agriculture/Food) illustrating the limited dialogue between the sectors and the 

need to strengthen each other’s efforts. The Landscape Investment and Finance Tool (LIFT), developed 

https://liftkit.info/
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by IUCN Netherlands, comprising of a set of modules that help landscape initiatives define, develop and 

find finance for their landscape priorities, could be used and discussed within the Platform workstreams. 

The tool provides guidance to find the types of investors that might be interested in each landscape-

specific business cases, and develop pitch materials to successfully attract financing.  

Other potential topics linked to the finance sector include the discussions on Green Bonds which could 

inspire from what happens in the Netherlands (i.e. Green Bonds for Landscape initiative in the 

Netherlands bringing together finance, business and governments). 

The need to foster linkages with the European Banking Federation, which recently published a paper on 

green finance, was mentioned as well as with the Coalition for Private Investment in Conservation (CPIC) 

partnership (although it is more focused on conservation financing and not so much about natural capital). 

The workstream could aim to look at the applicability in the EU context of the standard blueprint 

developed by CPIC (and which some Community members contributed in developing).  

 

  

https://www.ebf.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Geen-finance-complete.pdf
http://cpicfinance.com/
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EU B@B Advisory Board members 

Participants to the second Advisory Board meeting 

David Álvarez García Executive Director, Ecoacsa  

Luc Bas Director - Director of the IUCN European Union Representative Office, IUCN 

Humberto Delgado 

Rosa 

Director Natural Capital, European Commission, DG Environment  

Chair of the Advisory Board 

Dimitrios Dimopoulos Environmental Manager, Piraeus Bank  

Roel Drost Senior manager, EY 

 Tiago Freitas Sustainable Management of Natural Resources, European Commission, DG RTD 

 Christos Fragakis   Sustainable Management of Natural Resources, European Commission, DG RTD 

Aurélien Guingand Project Manager, CDC Biodiversité 

Mark Gough Executive Director, Natural Capital Coalition  

Colette Grosscurt Responsible Investment Officer, Actiam 

Stefan Hörmann Head of Business and Biodiversity Programme, Global Nature Fund 

Cecile Joucan Environmental Officer, LVMH 

Stefan Leiner Head of Unit Biodiversity, European Commission, DG Environment  

Angelique Laskewitz Executive Director, VBDO 

Charles Lemaitre Environmental Manager, SATMA, Group VICAT 

Eva Mayerhofer Senior Biodiversity Specialist, European Investment Bank  

Maxime Molenaar Environmental, Social, Governance and Responsible Investment Officer, Actiam  

François-Xavier Morvan Sustainability Performance Senior Manager, Kering  

Michal Spiechowicz Policy Officer - Raw materials, European Commission, DG GROW 

Thomas Verheye Principle advisor on Green finance, DG ENV 

Cees Van Houwelingen EH&S Operations Regulatory Services leader for EMEA, DOW 

Rudy Verstappen Senior Project Manager, VBDO 

Additional participants from the EU B@B Platform team 

Anne-Marie Bor Leader of the finance workstream of the EU B@B Platform, NextGreen 

Guy Duke Leader of the innovation workstream of the EU B@B Platform, GD NatCap 

Jerome Kisielewicz Senior Consultant and coordinator of the EU B@B Platform, ICF 

Lars Müller  Policy officer and coordinator of the EU B@B Platform, European Commission, DG 

Environment  

Johan Lammerant Leader of the NCA workstream of the EU B@B Platform, Arcadis 

Yann Verstraeten Consultant, ICF 

 


