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Working	Group	on	Innovation	–	1st	meeting		
13	July	2017,	Brussels	
Background	Paper	

Key	objectives		
The first meeting of the Working Group on Innovation aims to:  

■ Introduce the objectives, scope and approach of the WG; 

■ Discuss priorities for the WG for 2017 and agree a workplan; 

■ Share knowledge on related innovation platforms, discuss links / smart partnerships. 

Objectives,	scope	and	approach	of	WG	Innovation	

Introduction	

The Working Group on Innovation for Business and Biodiversity (WG Innovation) offers an exciting 
opportunity to engage at the heart of B@B Platform work to contribute your knowledge and experience in 
support of innovation for business and biodiversity, at a time when innovation is receiving increasing 
attention and resources at EU level. By engaging in WG Innovation, WG members will be able to build 
their networks, knowledge and financing opportunities in the B@B innovation space. 

A suggested scope of work for WG Innovation is outlined below. However, the Working Group will be 
empowered to inform and influence the scope and prioritisation of the work to be done. 

Objective	and	scope	
For 2017, the objective of Workstream 2 (WS2) is to develop a first version of an ‘Innovation Toolbox’ 
that supports innovation in the business and biodiversity arena.1  

The Toolbox will be of benefit to a wider range of businesses seeking to innovate in the business and 
biodiversity arena. WG Innovation will determine the contents of the Toolbox. The following are possible 
elements of the Toolbox for the consideration of the WG: 

■ Links to, and collaboration with, other platforms, toolboxes, resources and materials at EU, 
national and international levels, which support innovation in the business and biodiversity arena. 
Examples of relevant platforms and programmes include the Natural Capital Hub, Oppla, Futureproof 
Community on Natural Capital (Netherlands) and Valuing Nature Programme (UK). 

■ Links to EU funding opportunities for B@B research and innovation, including relevant H2020 
calls for proposals, H2020 processes to develop topics for future calls for proposals, resources to 
support businesses to join H2020 consortia, the European Institute of Innovation and Technology and 
the proposed European Innovation Council. 

■ Guidance on what makes a B@B innovation ‘bankable’, in readiness for consideration for 
investment (including by the EU Natural Capital Finance Facility).   

■ Common elements and indicators of successful innovation for business and biodiversity, 
including through analysis of innovation cases identified under Phase 2 (2014-16). 

                                                        
1 Innovation in the Business and Biodiversity arena is here considered to cover any business innovation, whether in 
terms of goods, services or business processes, that delivers direct or indirect benefit to biodiversity, by reducing 
business impact and addressing business dependencies on biodiversity.    
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■ Guidance on better integration of biodiversity concerns in green public procurement, fostering 
B@B innovation. 

■ An online ‘marketplace’, making promising innovations visible to potential investors and clients and 
partners (‘matchmaking’) and facilitating access to EU and private sector funding, building on work 
done to showcase innovations under Phase 2 (2014-16). 

Approach	and	method	
This first meeting will discuss priorities to be addressed in 2017, taking into account the possible contents 
of the Toolbox as outlined above. The meeting will agree a work plan for 2017 to take forward work on 
prioritised contents. ‘B@B Leaders’ will be appointed by WG Innovation to take a lead role in prioritised 
actions, supported by the WS Leader. 

The 2017 work plan is likely to involve two further meetings, probably in early September in Brussels, and 
in October in Frankfurt (at the B@B Platform’s Annual Conference, 4 October). Work will be taken 
forward between meetings by the B@B Leaders, WS2 Leader and WG Innovation members, with input 
also being sought from the wider WS2 membership.  

Work to develop the Toolbox is expected to continue for two or three years. Membership of WG 
Innovation is likely to evolve over this period in relation to the work to be done. 

Linking	relevant	platforms	and	initiatives	
This first meeting will hear from a number of related platforms and a recent WBCSD organised workshop 
to build links and smart partnership between platforms. The meeting will discuss how to enhance these 
links and smart partnerships. 

WBCSD meeting of 21 June 

The World Business Council for Sustainable Sevelopment (WBCSD) convened a workshop in Geneva on 
21 June 2017 on linking up natural capital platforms. The workshop involved participants from the 
WBCSD, Natural Capital Coalition, the Futureproof community, Oppla and the Platform BEE 
(Netherlands).  The workshop aimed to, share information on these platforms, enhance understanding of 
the purpose of each, explore whether and how they might be linked and whether integration is necessary, 
and consider resourcing options. WBCSD will report on the meeting’s outcomes. 

Oppla 

Oppla is a new virtual hub where the latest thinking on nature-based solutions is brought together from 
across Europe. Oppla will provide access to a wide range of resources, drawn from the most innovative 
communities of science, policy and practice - within and beyond the environmental sector. The purpose of 
Oppla is simple: to be a ‘one stop shop’ for the latest knowledge and good practice. Oppla will help users 
to find useful advice, tools and techniques, quickly and easily. 

Oppla has ambition to grow into Europe’s foremost platform for sharing environmental knowledge, where 
the outputs of research can achieve greater impact. It will feature a marketplace for promoting useful 
products and services (both commercial and publicly available), whilst encouraging co-design and 
innovation. It will also feature a range of networking services, helping members to collaborate and work 
together across different sectors in developing solutions to today's challenges. 

Membership of Oppla will remain free and all services (apart from commercial products) will be free at 
point of use. Over 60 universities, research institutes, agencies and enterprises have developed the 
Oppla prototype as part of a joint activity between the OPERAs and OpenNESS projects, funded by the 
European Commission FP7 Programme. 

Natural Capital Protocol Toolkit 

The ‘Natural Capital Protocol Toolkit’ project aims to complement, and facilitate business uptake of, 
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the Natural Capital Protocol and sector guides by consolidating the wealth of tools, methodologies and 
approaches available for natural capital measurement and valuation. 

It will place existing tools under the umbrella of the Protocol’s international, standardized framework, and 
link them into a generally accepted process for conducting a natural capital assessment. The Toolkit will 
be constantly updated, to ensure it stays representative of the fast growing number of tools available. 

The Toolkit will provide additional value to businesses working at all levels of natural capital measurement 
and valuation. It will be a user friendly, accessible, online resource that becomes synonymous with 
Protocol implementation. 

The Toolkit is a natural progression of the existing WBCSD publication ‘Eco4Biz’, the Coalition’s 
publication ‘Taking Stock’, and BSR’s latest update of ‘Making the Invisible Visible’. 

The Toolkit puts all existing tools in the context of the Natural Capital Protocol – a standardized 
international framework for conducting natural capital assessments. This helps businesses understand 
which tools to use, for what and when. 

The Toolkit will be regularly updated to ensure it reflects the fast-growing number of tools available. This 
will help businesses stay on the cutting edge of developments in natural capital. 

The Toolkit is aimed at: 

• Businesses who need help measuring a specific aspect of natural capital, for example water, 
waste or biodiversity. 

• Businesses who want to understand which natural capital measurement tools are out there, and 
how they differ. 

• Tool developers who believe businesses would benefit from using their publicly available tools. 

WBCSD is leading this work with the Natural Capital Coalition a strategic partner, and with input from a 
multidisciplinary Advisory Group. The Toolkit will be launched on 13 July (the same day as the WG 
Innovation meeting). 

 

 

 


