
[Check against delivery] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EU Presidency Speaking Note: UNECE Regional Implementation Forum (15-16 
DECEMBER 2005) 
 
 
Industrial Development and links with Energy for Sustainable Development 
 
 
I have the pleasure to speak on behalf of the European Community, its 25 member 
states and the acceding countries of Bulgaria and Romania. 
 
I would like to warmly endorse the comments made earlier by my Swedish colleague  
 
Sustainable industrial policies are important for global sustainable development. This 
means that our discussion should deal with UNECE’s own development and our 
global contribution. 
 
Industrial development building on an economically, environmentally and socially 
sound base is an engine for achieving the Millennium Development Goals and 
ensuring truly sustainable economic growth. The EU sees a mutually reinforcing 
relationship between environmental protection, competitiveness and social cohesion.  
 
Switching to sustainable consumption and production, on which developed countries 
have the leading role, is a key element of sustainable industrial development and has 
a huge impact on the use of global resources and on poverty eradication. It is of 
growing interest to developing countries, given the potential to develop in ways that 
make cost efficient use of available resources and minimize negative impacts on 
human health and the environment.  

I would like to mention some areas where there has been important progress towards 
sustainable industrial development. 
 
Internationally the Marrakech process, launched in 2003 has been a driving force 
towards meeting our WSSD commitments on sustainable consumption and 
production. It is important that the recommendations and outputs from the Marrakech 
Task Forces are pursued in an active and practical way.  
 
Within the EU progress has been made through for example, Integrated Prevention 
and Pollution Control and through the Environmental Technology Action Plan, as well 
as through the adoption by industry of voluntary systems such as the Environmental 
Management and Audit Scheme and the use of consumer side tools such as eco-
labels.  
  
I should also mention some key areas where further progress is required: 
 



We need to develop effective economic and other market based instruments. 
Applying methods to assess the monetary value of the negative external costs is one 
way to address global environmental problems in a cost-effective way. 
 
We also need to develop programs for affordable, clean and efficient technologies, 
improve access to technologies as well as improving cooperation between countries 
on technology, regulatory and administrative issues. This will provide opportunities 
for leap-frogging for developing countries and countries with economies in transition.  
 
Finally we need to enforce ILO core labour standards. Employment and labour 
market issues can be a decisive link between economic growth and poverty 
reduction. Ratification and application of internationally agreed workers’ rights are 
prerequisites of decent work and secure sustainable livelihoods.  
 
In addition we also need to consider how best to integrate sustainable development 
into industrial development strategies, how we can ensure gender equality through 
training, education and provision of financial assistance. 
 
The active engagement of business in achieving sustainable industrial development 
is of course critical. Industry has begun to rise to this challenge. The EU is keen to 
see the further development and promotion of corporate social environmental 
responsibility and accountability.  
 
This region has a leading role to play, we have many examples where progress has 
been made and there is much more that can be done by adopting a more action 
orientated approach. There are win-win solutions for sound environmental 
management, creating sound jobs and achieving industrial development, we need to 
implement them. 
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