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Energy for Sustainable Development 
 

I would like to make some remarks on behalf of the European Community, its 25 member 

states and the acceding countries of Bulgaria and Romania 

 

I warmly endorse the comments made earlier by my Austrian colleague 

 

In undertaking our review of how far we have come towards meeting our Johannesburg 

commitments on energy for sustainable development, it is important for us to consider 

progress within the UNECE region as well as the contribution this region makes at the 

global level. The EU recognises that countries within the UNECE region and else where 

experience different challenges and opportunities to implementation, which need to be 

taken account of.  

 

The EU views energy for sustainable development as the issue that binds this CSD 

thematic cluster together. CSD offers us the opportunity to create synergies between 

energy for sustainable development and the other thematic issues, as well as with cross-

cutting issues such as sustainable consumption and production, governance, health, 

education and gender equality.  

 

With more than 1.6 billion people worldwide still lacking access to electricity and 2.4 billion 

using traditional biomass, improving access to reliable, affordable and environmentally 

sound energy services is still a major challenge to poverty eradication, including within 

some parts of this region. The objective of improving access to energy services to meet 

basic human needs and improving access to energy services for sustainable industrial 

development need to be met in parallel.  

 



 

 

 

We face a serious and interlinked challenge in preventing environmental degradation, 

tackling climate change, avoiding air pollution, safeguarding human health and ensuring 

security of supply. Renewable energy and sustainable energy technologies will have a 

central role to play in meeting this challenge and directing the world onto a more 

sustainable energy path.  

 

Working out a framework for progress and co-operation – both between governments and 

between the private and public sectors - is one of the most important challenges facing us. 

Action to reinforce research and development and demonstration efforts is urgent. 

 

Examples of progress made by the EU, in cooperation with other partners include the EU 

Energy Initiative, Emissions Trading Scheme and Environmental Technology Action Plan 

as well as partnerships such as REEEP, REN21, MEDREP and  JREC. We also welcome 

the outcomes of the Beijing Renewable Energy Conference and the recent Berlin 

Conference on sustainable energy consumption, which CSD14 can usefully build on. 

 

But despite this progress we still face serious challenges in this region in particular in 

achieving access to energy services; improving energy efficiency and diversification of the 

energy mix, including increasing the share of renewable energy; and improving energy 

security. Barriers also remain in the areas of governance, including the integrating of 

access to energy services into national development / poverty strategies; in finance 

including finding a way to meet the cumulative investment need of $16 trillion between 

2003 – 2030 to meet projected energy demand by converting the world’s resources into 

available supply; in building the capacity of governments, businesses and local 

communities including through the provision of information, and in technology, where 

further research, development, cooperation, transfer and support is required. A conducive 

investment climate and innovative finance, such as the CDM and JI are essential to 

tackling this challenge. 

 
In looking ahead to CSD14 it will be important for us to share our regional experiences and 

listen to the voices of other countries and regions in order to understand the challenges 

they face in achieving the Johannesburg commitments and Millennium Development 

Goals. This will allow us to be focused and meaningful as we strive towards the 

identification of measures to expedite implementation. 
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