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Air Pollution, Atmosphere and Climate Change and links to Energy for 
Sustainable Development 
 
 
I would like to make a few remarks on behalf of the European Community its 25 
member states and the acceding countries of Bulgaria and Romania  
 
Firstly to endorse the interventions made earlier by colleagues from the European 
Commission and Germany 
 
Air pollution and climate change are concerns for both developed and developing 
countries. This meeting and the CSD provide us with an opportunity to consider the 
links between these and the other themes within this cluster 
 
A lot of good work has been done in tackling and in avoiding further air pollution. 
Despite this, we still face significant challenges. More needs to be done to change 
patterns of unsustainable consumption and production; to develop and use cost-
effective technology; and improve information and awareness of impact of air 
pollution on health and the environment 
 
The EU believes that overcoming these challenges will require an integrated 
approach to air pollution and climate change. CSD14 can usefully address issues 
such as urban planning and land-use management, health and environmental 
impacts of air pollution, including  indoor air pollution, as well as topics not currently 
covered by other fora where international cooperation is required such as maritime 
shipping 
 
In moving forward, we should start by building on those areas where we already have 
and can make further progress. An example of this is the UNECE Convention on 
Long-range Trans-boundary Air Pollution, which has already resulted in substantial 
reductions of air pollution in Europe 
 
Climate change poses a serious and long-term challenge that has  potential to affect 
every part of the globe, undermine poverty eradication efforts and threaten the 
achievement of the MDGs. 
 
The adverse effects of climate change are already being experienced, and further 
change is inevitable. To avoid irreversible impacts, the EU holds the view that the 
global annual mean surface temperature increase should not exceed 20C above pre-
industrial levels. We therefore need to put ourselves on a path to slow, stop and  



reverse  growth of greenhouse gases to avoid dangerous  climate change. Achieving 
this calls for the widest possible cooperation and participation in an effective and 
appropriate international response.   
 
The EU would like to take this opportunity to express its satisfaction at the outcomes 
of the COP11 of the UNFCCC and MOP1 to the Kyoto Protocol, held in Montreal last 
week.  
 
The most significant outcome of the conference was the launch of discussions on 
future action to address climate change. A  process for considering  targets for 
developed countries beyond 2012 under  Kyoto was agreed, as was  establishing a 
parallel dialogue under the UNFCCC, on a truly global effort to tackle climate 
change. This includes advancing development goals in a sustainable way, 
addressing action on adaptation, and realising the full potential of both technology 
and  market-based opportunities. We  welcome the adoption of the Marrakech 
Accords, including the compliance mechanism, which will allow effective 
implementation of the Kyoto Protocol, and its flexible-mechanisms. 
 
Increasing use of energy from fossil fuels largely contributes to climate change.   
Promoting  investment in cleaner and climate-friendly energy technologies, and 
improving access to these by developing countries is vital.  Governments must work 
with business to accelerate the deployment of renewable energy and improvements 
in energy efficiency, and stimulate research and innovation into other climate-friendly 
technologies.   
 
Urgent action is required to meet the shared an multiple objectives of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, improving the global environment, cutting air pollution 
and enhancing energy security in conjunction with efforts to eradicate poverty.  
 
This will require an integrated approach to these issues and the mainstreaming of 
climate change risks and objectives within national and international processes 
 
CSD has an important role in complementing the efforts of UNFCCC and other fora 
to meet these challenges.  
 
 


