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FOREWORD 
 
The seventh issue of the WISE Newsletter 
describes achievements and developments in 
water and marine policies made during the first 
semester of 2008. 
 
This newsletter is published on a biannual basis, 
just after the informal meetings of the EU Water 
Directors, which this time was held in Brdo 
(Slovenia) on 16-17 June 2008. Highlights of this 
semester are the adoption of the Marine Strategy 
Directive and the Priority Substances Directive. 

Another important highlight is the development of 
the first River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) 
under the Water Framework Directive - 18 
months to go before the RBMP day!  

22 December 2009 will mark the most important 
milestone for the future of water resource and 
ecosystem management across the European 
Union – as this is the date when the first River 
Basin Management Plans will have to be 
established. Member States are currently working 
on completing the draft RBMPs and some have 
even started the public consultation as required by 
the Directive (Art.14), which gives the public  the 
right to be involved and consulted on these plans 
(by December 2008). In the meantime, the Water 
Framework Directive Team is busy preparing for 
the compliance checking of the 170 different 
RBMPs that we expect to receive by March 2010.  
We are also organising a high-level 2nd European 
Water Conference on 2-3 April 2009 to debate the 
key strategic issues about this process which is 
the first one of its kind to be organised on such a 
scale. 

Another important related implementation feature 
is the requirement made to Member States to 
establish groundwater threshold values (quality 
standards) for the first time by 22 December 2008, 
which is linked to an obligation for the 
Commission to publish a summary report by the 
end of 2009. 

 

 

Besides implementation issues, I wish to express 
my great satisfaction about two major policy 
developments: 

 Agreement of a compromise package by the 
European Parliament on the second reading 
for the Priority Substances Directive. The text 
will now be endorsed by the Council before 
adoption (expected by the end of the year). 
The Commission welcomes very much the 
agreement between the institutions. Together 
with the Groundwater Directive, the Priority 
Substances Directive completes the 
regulatory framework foreseen in the Water 
Framework Directive offering a high level of 
protection against pollution from dangerous 
substances. 

 Adoption of the directive to protect the marine 
environment on 17 June (Directive 
2008/56/EC) with the objective to achieve the 
good environmental status for the European 
Union's marine waters by 2020. It confirms 
the strong commitment of all EU institutions to 
improving the environmental protection of 
Europe's seas and oceans.  

My colleagues from the Water and Marine Unit 
are happy to join me in wishing you and your 
families a relaxing summer break. 
 
Peter GAMMELTOFT 
Head of the Water & Marine unit at DG ENV 
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With a new task in its portofolio (Climate 
Adaptation Task Force), the staff of the Water 
& Marine unit is growing and the unit is happy 
to welcome Helen McCarthy-O'Kelly (joining 
the Task Force), Dumitru Dorogan (joining the 
Marine Team), Vaidotas Koudys (joining the 
WFD Team), Véronique Verhellen and Gaëlle 
Deswaef (secretaries). We also welcome back 
Rita Lazar. 
 
The unit (and the overall DG ENV) has said a 
fond farewell to its Director Grant Lawrence 
who retired from the Commission in May. 
Grant has overseen the water policy sector for 
the last two decades and paved the way for 
the development of sustainable water and 
ecosystem management at EU level. We wish 
him a long and happy retirement. 
 
 
Legal notice 
Neither the European Commission nor any person 
acting on its behalf is responsible for the use that 
might be made of the information contained in this 
publication.  
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Water Framework Directive 
 
Common Implementation Strategy 
 
Meeting of Water Directors of the European 
Union, Candidate and EFTA Countries 
 
The Water Directors of the European Union (EU), 
Candidate Countries and EFTA Countries met on 
16-17 June 2008 in Brdo (Slovenia) in order to 
discuss, in particular: 
 
• the state of play of legal issues regarding the 

implementation of the WFD; 
• the progress of the Common Implementation 

Strategy for the Water Framework Directive, 
in particular on the issue of exemptions and 
disproportionate costs, the intercalibration and 
classification of ecological status, the aspects 
of climate change in the context of river basin 
management planning and the updated 
reporting sheets for article 3 and 5; 

• the integration of water policy in other policy 
areas, in particular agriculture  

• issues related to diffuse pollution in particular 
from priority (hazardous) substances 

• the aspects of climate change in relation to 
water policy and water scarcity and drought; 

• exchanges of views on the implementation of 
the Marine Strategy Directive 
 

In addition, the Water Directors were informed on 
the progress regarding the following points: 
 
• the information on Council business including 

the proposed Directive on priority substances; 
• integration of water Directives into WISE; 
• the preparations for various international 

meetings in 2008 (such as the 2nd COP of 
the Albufeira Agreement, the Euro-Med 
Ministerial Conference on Water 2008 and the 
initiative for implementation of the Marine 
Strategy Directive in the Adriatic); 

• The road map for the upcoming EU 
Presidencies on water issues. 

 
Intercalibration process 
Further to the positive vote by the WFD 
Regulatory Committee on the Commission 
Intercalibration Decision that took place on 15 
May, the draft text has now been forwarded to the 
European Parliament for scrutiny until the end of 
August (extension of 1 further month is possible). 
Subject to the reactions by the EP, the 
Commission will be able to adopt the Decision by 
the end of the year. A revised intercalibration 
Work Programme for the period 2008-2011 has 
been established, and communicated to the 
European Parliament as background information 
together with the intercalibration decision. The text 
of the draft decision in all official languages and 

the work programme are available at the 
European Commission's Comitology Register: 
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/se
archform/DossierDetail.cfm?CL=en&DosID=146. 

Environmental objectives / exemptions 
The Water Directors agreed on various elements 
related to disproportionate costs when applying 
exemptions to WFD environmental objectives. 
These common grounds are reflected in a 
document which can be found at: 
http://circa.europa.eu/Public/irc/env/wfd/library?l=/
framework_directive/thematic_documents/environ
mental_objectives&vm=detailed&sb=Title. 

Chemical monitoring 
Following many exchanges with experts from the 
Chemical Monitoring Activity (CMA), the EC Legal 
Service and the WFD Regulatory Committee (Art. 
21), a final draft of the 'Commission Directive 
laying down, pursuant to Directive 2000/60/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the Council, 
technical specifications for chemical analysis and 
monitoring of water status' was approved 
unanimously by the WFD Regulatory Committee 
on 15 May 2008. The text has now been sent to 
the European Parliament for scrutiny. The 
Directive is expected to be formally adopted by 
the Commission by the end of the year. It should 
be noted that the change from a Commission 
Decision to a Directive (still adopted under 
comitology rules) was due to the fact that a 
transposition period was considered necessary by 
the Member States. This means that the legal 
provisions will enter into force two years after the 
adoption of the Directive by the Commission 
(contrary to a Decision, which is of direct 
application). The Directive lays down technical 
specifications for chemical analysis and 
monitoring of water status in accordance with 
Article 8(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC. It establishes 
minimum performance criteria for methods of 
analysis to be applied by Member States when 
monitoring water status, sediment and biota, as 
well as rules for demonstrating the quality of 
analytical results.  
 
The last plenary CMA meeting has been held in 
Pau (France) on 14-15 May 2008. It was linked up 
to a workshop discussing issues of 'in-situ trialing' 
for ecological and chemical studies. The CMA 
group also discussed on-going developments of a 
'sediment & biota" guidance document, as well as 
links to standardisation in the light of a mandate 
now in negotiation with CEN concerning biological 
and chemical methods in support of WFD 
monitoring. 
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WFD and Pilot River Basins 
The report of the 2005-2006 activities of Pilot 
River basins has now been finalised and can be 
accessed on the DG ENV website at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-
framework/prbs.htm 
 
Reporting and WISE 
 
Integration of the EU water directives into 
WISE is carrying on at full speed during 2008: 
Member States have already submitted the 
reports through WISE single data entry point (by 
using Reportnet) on the Bathing Water Directive 
(BWD) and the Nitrates Directives (NiD) this year. 
Technical preparations on the possibility to submit 
the reports through WISE are on-going for the 
Drinking Water Directive (DWD) which will start in 
the autumn of 2008 with the deadline to report by 
February 2009. Technical adjustments/adaptation 
of the data input tool under Urban Waste Water 
Directive (UWWTD) are also in progress for the 
next reporting exercise and planned to be 
completed by the end of 2008 - beginning 2009. In 
relation to these activities a number of 
experts/working group meetings with Member 
States have been held under BWD, NiD and 
DWD. A workshop on reporting on UWWTD and 
integration into WISE is planned in October 2008. 
The work on development of new technical 
formats on reporting (according to the recently 
endorsed new reporting sheets) for the new BWD 
(2006/7/EC) is started and is planned to be 
finalised in the autumn of 2008. 

Furthermore, an updated WISE GIS guidance will 
soon be available, and a workshop is being 
planned at the end of 2008 to bring together 
experts from the various directives (WFD, 
UWWTD, nitrates, bathing, drinking water) to 
discuss horizontal issues related to WISE 
developments. 

WISE data availability 

The WISE map viewer has been updated for the 
World Water Day in March 2008 with thematic 
maps representing the reporting of data by EU 
Member States under the Water Framework 
Directive (article 8). 

The reporting was carried out in late 2007. It was 
calling for information on the national monitoring 
programmes and stations for both surface and 
ground water. Over time, these stations will be 
used for reporting environmental information 
under the Water Framework Directive, on State of 
the Environment as well as support requirements 
stemming from other Environmental legislation. 

The maps provide a European overview as well 
as individual information on each monitoring 

station based on interactive maps. The topics 
covered are: 

• Ground water monitoring by River Basin 
District (general, quantitative and chemical)  

• Surface water monitoring by River Basin 
District and by Country. 

A second update of the map viewer happened late 
May, including the annual state of the 
environment data (WISE SoE), as well as 2007 
data on bathing water (BWD) and data collected 
on urban waste water under the UWWTD in 2007. 
All published maps can be accessed through the 
WISE map viewer under 
http://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/water/mapview
ers 
  
Bathing water data is additionally available 
through an interactive WISE data viewer. Here 
users can choose a country or a region, download 
the data of their selection and make comparisons 
with previous years. The downloaded data can 
also be visualised in geospatial mapping 
programs such as Google Earth and Microsoft 
Live maps. 
This service is available from 
http://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/water/status-
and-monitoring/bathing-water-data-viewer 

WISE reference datasets already available:  

For the first time, WISE reference data is 
provided for download from EEA data service 
(http://dataservice.eea.europa.eu/dataservice/). 
This starts with datasets on River basin districts 
and Large rivers and large lakes. Both datasets 
can be used in Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) for analytical as well as for mapping 
purposes. EEA is looking forward on user 
feedback on this data and will maintain and 
enhance the reference data over the years to 
come. Further datasets will be published in 
preparation of the reporting on River Basin 
Management Plans. 

 
Priority Substances Directive 
The Working Group E meeting on Priority 
Substances was held on 3rd March 2008 in 
Brussels. The key working items are still the 
review of the list of priority substances and the 
setting of environmental quality standards. In 
March 2008, the Commission completed the 
collection of monitoring data. The database 
contains data from more than 900 substances 
received from 26 countries (including NO; 
Member States missing: BG, EL and MT) and 
more than 5 million analysis for surface waters, 
172000 for sediment and 56000 for biota. 
Additionally, the JRC-TCS and UK coordinate the 
work on establishment of guidance on setting 
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environmental quality standards for priority 
substances. The work is in progress and will be 
finished at the end of this year. 
 
Following discussions at the last Working Group 
and the interest of several Member States to 
share their experiences on designation of mixing 
zones, a paper is being drafted by UK and NL, 
which will be presented at the next working group 
meeting. 
 
As highlighted in the foreword of the present 
issue, the draft recommendations for the second 
reading on the Council Common Position 
concerning the environmental quality standards 
were voted by the ENVI Committee on 6 May 
2008. At its Plenary Session of 17 June 2008, the 
European Parliament voted a compromise 
package consisting of 18 amendments which had 
been agreed with the Council in view of reaching 
a second reading agreement. 
 
Groundwater Directive 
 
Development of guidance documents 
Discussions on 'Compliance & Trends' have 
continued with the Member States and 
stakeholders at the Plenary WG C meeting under 
the EU Slovenian Presidency in Ljubljana on 22 
April 2008. A consolidated draft is now under 
circulation for approval by the Working Group this 
autumn. A final document should, in principle, be 
ready for submission and possible approval by the 
Water Directors in November. This is an important 
document as it provides recommendations on how 
to establish groundwater threshold values - a legal 
requirement of the Groundwater Directive 
2006/118/EC (see below). Besides this, guidance 
discussions focused on issues of land use & 
groundwater and risk assessment and 
management, will result in new guidance texts in 
2009. 
 
Forthcoming milestone 
The end of the year will see an important legal 
milestone for the Member States and the 
Commission. According to Article 3(5) of Directive 
2006/118/EC, Member States have to establish 
groundwater threshold values for the first time by 
22 December 2008 in view of their publication in 
the river basin management plans. On the basis 
of the information provided by the Member States, 
the Commission will then publish a report about 
the threshold values by 22 December 2009.  
 
The next plenary WG C meeting will take place 
under the EU French Presidency umbrella in Paris 
on 13 November 2008. It will be joined to the 
second EU Groundwater Conference (see last 
page of the newsletter). 
 
 

New publication & event 
A brochure 'The new Groundwater Directive – 
Consolidating the EU Regulatory Framework' will 
be available in all EU languages by the end of the 
year. This brochure provides insights into the 
groundwater policy development over the last 20 
years, and describes the current EU regulatory 
framework.  
 
 
Water Policies Implementation 
 
Bathing Water Directive 
The European Commission has published its 
yearly report on the quality of the EU's bathing 
areas. This provides useful water quality 
information for citizens visiting Europe's beaches. 
This year’s report assesses the situation in 2007 
and gives an indication of the areas where the 
quality of bathing is expected to be good this year. 
Overall, the number of bathing areas complying 
with the minimum quality requirements remained 
stable in 2007. In coastal areas more than 95% of 
bathing areas met the requirements while for 
inland bathing waters this figure remains below 
90%. These results are generally good and this is 
a cause for satisfaction. However, we should not 
rest on our laurels but remain fully committed to 
constantly improving and maintaining the quality 
of bathing waters and have as many sites fit for 
bathing as possible. 
 
The total number of bathing waters monitored in 
all Member States in 2007 was 21,368 of which 
14,551 were coastal bathing waters and 6,797, 
freshwater bathing waters.  Since 1990 the 
number of reported coastal bathing waters has 
increased from 6,165 to 14,551 while the number 
of reported freshwater bathing waters has 
increased from 1,354 to 6,797.  The reason for the 
increase is two-fold: the growing number of 
bathing waters reported within each Member 
State, and the addition of bathing areas reported 
by the new Member States, following the latest 
EU enlargement. 
 
23 out of the 27 countries reported data for 
coastal and freshwater bathing waters.  Three 
countries reported only data for coastal areas 
(Cyprus, Malta and Romania) whereas four 
countries only have freshwater bathing waters 
(Austria, Czech Republic, Luxemburg and 
Slovakia).  Details can be found in the national 
Bathing Water Reports on the Bathing Water 
website:  
 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-
bathing/report_2008.html 
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Coastal bathing waters: In the European Union, 
95.2% of the coastal bathing waters met the 
mandatory values of the Bathing Water Directive 
during the bathing season of 2007. This is a 
decrease of 0.9% compared to the previous year.  
86.1% of the coastal bathing waters complied with 
the more stringent guide values of the Directive.  
This is a decrease of 2.3% compared to the 
previous year.  2.2% of the coastal bathing water 
did not comply with the mandatory standards, 
which is an increase of 0.7%.  Also the number of 
bathing waters prohibited throughout the season 
increased from 2% to 2.2%.  Overall, the water 
quality of coastal bathing waters slightly 
decreased in the European Union compared to 
the previous year. Since 1990, the water quality of 
coastal bathing waters improved in the European 
Union. The number of non-compliant bathing 
waters decreased from 9.2% to 2.2%.  The lowest 
level of non-compliant bathing waters was 1.2% in 
2003.  The compliance rate with the mandatory 
standards increased from 79.8 in 1990 to 95.2 in 
2007, while the compliance rate with the guide 
values increased from 68.3% to 86.1%. 
 
 

 
 
 
Freshwater bathing waters: 88.7% of the 
freshwater bathing waters reported in the 
European Union complied with the mandatory 
standards of the Directive during the bathing 
season of 2007.  This is almost the same level as 
in the previous year. The percentage of 
freshwater bathing waters complying with the 
guide values decreased by 1.2% to 62.7%.  4.4% 
of the freshwater bathing waters did not comply 
with the mandatory standards and 5.5%were de-
listed.  Also for freshwater bathing waters, there 
was a slight decrease in bathing water quality 

compared to the previous year. Overall, the 
freshwater bathing water quality in the European 
Union improved since 1990, but with larger 
fluctuations compared to the coastal bathing 
waters. The compliance with the mandatory 
values increased from 52.1% in 1990 to 88.7% in 
2007.  The compliance rate with the guide values 
improved from 36.1% to 62.7%.  The number of 
non-compliant bathing waters decreased from 
11.7% in 1990 to 4.4% in 2007. Also for 
freshwater bathing waters, the lowest level of non-
compliant bathing waters was in 2003 (2.7%). The 
map on the following page shows the bathing 
water quality results on the map of the European 
Union.   
 
 
Urban Waste Water Directive 
 
UWWTD implementation workshops 
Two workshops on the Implementation of the 
UWWTD were organised by the European 
Commission in: 
 

 Sofia (Bulgaria) on 18 April 2008 
 Bucarest (Romania) on 21 April 2008 

 
The objectives of these workshops were to review 
the priorities set up in the Accession Treaty, to 
clarify the institutional/administrative structures on 
UWW management and reporting systems in the 
MS, to review the status and planning of 
measures for the implementation of the Directive 
based on the implementation programmes (Art 
17) programme and to cover issues related to the 
funding of the implementation (investment needs, 
Cohesion and Structural Funds). More than 100 
experts and wastewater managers attended these 
workshops which highlighted implementation 
priorities and identified the main gaps/challenges 
faced by the MS. EC presentations are available 
at following address: http://taiex.ec.europa.eu/ 
(Romania : n°25607, Bulgaria: n° 25608) 
 
ECJ judgement on Estoril (Portugal) 
On 8 May, the European Court of Justice 
condemned Portugal for failing to subject the 
waste water from the agglomeration of the Estoril 
coast (700,000 population-equivalent) to the 
treatment requirements granted (as a derogation) 
by a 2001 EC decision (ie. advanced primary 
treatment and disinfection during the bathing 
season and at least primary treatment outside the 
bathing season), thereby producing adverse 
effects on the environment. (case law C-233/07).  
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Other Water & Marine Policy 
developments 
 
Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
(MSD)  
 
Adoption  
The directive to protect the marine environment 
was adopted on 17 June (Directive 2008/56/EC). 
Its objective is to achieve good environmental 
status for the European Union's marine waters by 
2020. It confirms the strong commitment of all EU 
institutions to improving the environmental 
protection of Europe's seas and oceans. Alongside 
other water legislation such as the Water 
Framework Directive, the Directive will provide a 
comprehensive framework for the protection of 
water throughout its full cycle. 

Marine ecosystems are a major source of 
biodiversity wealth and play a key role in weather 
and climate patterns affecting our lives. They 
provide us with a wide range of essential goods 
and services – from solar energy to carbon 
absorption. The marine environment is a major 
contributor to quality of life and social well-being, 
and its conservation is indispensable for the 
economic prosperity of maritime regions and the 
EU as a whole. But Europe's marine environment 
is deteriorating fast. Pressures on natural marine 
resources and demand for marine ecological 
services are often too high. Threats to the EU's 
marine environment include impacts from climate 
change, commercial fishing, introduction of exotic 
species, pollution and introduction of dangerous 
substances from shipping, oil and gas exploration, 
oil spills, nutrient enrichment from agriculture and 
untreated urban waste water, marine litter and 
noise. 

Europe’s marine waters cover about 3 million 
square kilometres, an area equal to the total 
European landmass. While certain measures 
contribute indirectly to its protection, nothing has 
yet been done to protect the larger marine 
environment. In this respect, the main objective of 
the Marine Strategy Framework Directive is to 
achieve environmentally healthy marine waters by 
2020. This will be achieved by establishing marine 
regions and sub-regions, which will be managed by 
Member States in an integrated manner based on 
environmental criteria. 

In drawing marine strategies for waters within each 
marine region, Member States will be required to 
cooperate closely. Each marine strategy consists of 
an action plan to be implemented in several stages. 
Member States will first need to assess the state of 
the environment and the main pressures in their 
respective marine regions, then determine what 
can be considered as a good environmental status 
and then establish targets, indicators and 
monitoring programmes. Programmes of measures 

must be drawn up by 2015 to attain good 
environmental status by 2020. 

Marine Strategies will apply an ecosystem-based 
approach to the management of human activities to 
ensure that the collective pressure of such 
activities is kept within sustainable levels. The aim 
is to ensure that all marine waters – in all their 
ecological diversity – remain dynamic, clean, 
healthy and productive. 

Highlights on MSD implementation 
Member States will have to complete certain tasks 
as from 2012 in the framework of their Marine 
Strategies. However, the first implementation 
challenge will at EU level (adoption by comitology 
by 2010 of criteria and methodological standards 
on descriptors of good environmental status, in 
addition to committee decisions on data 
information including reporting and to standard 
methods for monitoring). The Commission 
prepared a document with some questions to be 
discussed by the Water Directors, including 
whether they saw a need for a working structure 
at EU level to facilitate the implementation of the 
MSD, and their views on organisational aspects 
and priorities (possibly to be planned as a new 
activity under the Common Implementation 
Strategy).  

 
Floods Directive  
The 3rd meeting of the Floods Working group (WG 
F) took place on 16-17 April 2008 in Brussels, and 
discussions on the following themes took place: 
the preliminary flood risk assessment, the links 
between the Water Framework Directive and the 
Floods Directive, the concept for reporting of the 
Floods Directive, and the state of play on 
information exchange on different topics.  The 
Commission presented flood related progress in 
the Maritime Strategy, the work on 
Hydromorphology and on Climate Change & 
Water, as well as the progress towards a White 
paper on climate change adaptation. 
 
An exchange also took place on the state of play 
of Floods research in the EU, and the delegates 
identified the need for more research on flash 
floods, as well as on climate change impact on 
flood risk assessments.   
 
An initial report from the information exchange 
workshop on sustainable land use with a focus 
on local planning and flood risk management 
(AT/SI, 8-10/4/2008) was given, and it was agreed 
that a second workshop on sustainable land use - 
this time focussing on the catchment approach - 
may be organised at the end of the year.  
 
Finally, WG F approved the plans for holding a 
workshop on flood mapping on 17-19 September 
2008 in Dublin (IE).  The results of the previous 
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Exchange circle on Flood mapping was also 
published and is now available on DG ENV 
webpage:  
 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/flood_risk/fl
ood_atlas/index.htm 
 
 
Water scarcity & drought 
As a follow-up to the Communication on Water 
Scarcity and Droughts, the Commission has sent 
a questionnaire to Member States to get feedback 
on the state of implementation of the potential 
measures identified in the Communication.  
 
Moreover, a number of studies are on-going. An 
important milestone in the process will be the 
stakeholder Forum that will take place in 
Zaragoza (Spain) on 5th September in the 
framework of the International Exhibition. The 
Commission intends to publish its report before 
the end of the year. The issue of Water Scarcity 
and Droughts will have a prominent role at the 
next Water Directors meeting in France. 
 
 
Climate changes & water policy 
 
Development of CIS guidance 
A discussion document has been prepared by the 
Commission and discussed at the Water Directors 
meeting. Aspects of mitigation measures related 
to agriculture as a result of climate change were 
highlighted as an important element to be 
considered in climate change policies and 
strategies, and it was also underlined that forests 
and forestry play an important role both for 
mitigation and adaptation.  

White Paper 
After the publication of a Green Paper "adaptation 
to climate change in Europe - options for EU 
action", the Commission is currently preparing a 
White Paper with policy options to address climate 
change impact at EU level. The White Paper is 
expected to be adopted by the end of 2008 and 
will be accompanied by an Impact Assessment. A 
stakeholder event took place on 16 May 2008 to 
discuss the progress of the preparations and 
policy options. Information about the climate 
change adaptation and the stakeholder event can 
be found at: 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/adaptation/
index_en.htm 
 
 
 
 
 

Science-policy integration 
 
7th Framework Programme 
 
2007 call for proposals (preliminary results) 
Following the 2007 call of the 7th Framework 
Programme under the Environment (including 
climate change) Theme, several proposals have 
been selected for funding with a direct or indirect 
interest to water and marine policies. The 
following section (the list is not exhaustive) gives 
examples of projects that are currently being 
negotiated and will be soon operational, subject to 
their successful conclusion. 
 
o Enhancing the role of wetlands in integrated 

water resources management for twinned 
river basins in EU, Africa and South-America 
in support of EU Water Initiatives (WETwin). 
This project aims to improve the community 
service functions (of wetlands) while 
conserving good ecological status. 

 
o The Mediterranean Intermittent River 

ManAGEment (MIRAGE) project has several 
objectives linked to the hydrological 
characterisation of temporary streams for the 
Mediterranean region, including the setting of 
reference conditions and a link to 
programmes of measures for the achievement 
of good ecological status under the WFD.  

 
o European EeL Investigation and Assessment 

of their Decline (EELIAD). The project uses 
satellite-communicating data-loggers to map 
the locations of European eels as they 
migrate to spawning grounds, and identifying 
biological and ecological characteristics, as 
well as anthropogenic factors that contribute 
to their migration success and reproduction. 

 
o Assessment of the interaction between corals, 

fish and fisheries, in order to develop 
monitoring and predictive modelling tools for 
ecosystem based management in the deep 
waters of Europe and beyond (CoralFISH). 
This project aims to develop methodologies 
and indicators for baseline and subsequent 
monitoring of closed areas and for the better 
understanding of coral habitat fish-carrying 
capacity through the integration of fish data 
into coral ecosystem models. 

 
o Advancing understanding of Atlantic Salmon 

at Sea: Merging Genetics and Ecology to 
Resolve Stock-specific Migration and 
Distribution patterns (SALSEA-Merge).  By 
merging genetic and ecological investigations, 
this project aims to advance understanding of 
stock specific migration and distribution 
patterns and overall ecology of the marine life 
of Atlantic salmon and gain an insight into the 



 
 
WISE Newsletter  ISSN-1725-390X 
Issue no7 – June 2008 

9

factors which have resulted in recent 
significant increases in marine mortality. 

 
o Marine Ecosystem Evolution in a Changing 

Environment (MEECE). The specific goals are 
to improve the knowledge base on marine 
ecosystems and their response to climate and 
anthropogenic driving forces, and to develop 
innovative predictive management tools and 
strategies to resolve the dynamic interactions 
of the global change driver, i.e. changes in 
ocean circulation, climate, ocean acidification, 
pollution, overfishing and alien invasive 
species on the structure and functioning of 
marine ecosystems. 

 
o Caspian sea environmental and industrial 

data & information service  (CASPINFO). This 
project aims to initiate and maintain a Caspian 
Sea network of leading environmental and 
socio-economic research institutes, 
governmental departments, oil & gas 
industries, and international bodies, jointly 
working on the definition, development and 
operation of the CASPINFO data & 
information service.  

 
o Integration and enhancement of key existing 

European deep-ocean observatories 
(EuroSITES). These project's objectives are 
integrating and enhancing the existing deep 
ocean observatories into a coherent 
European network, and performing specific 
science missions that will, in the future, form 
the basis for sustained monitoring of key 
environmental features. 

 
o ACoustic technology for OBserving the 

interior of the ARctic Ocean (ACOBAR). This 
aims to develop a system for environmental 
monitoring of the interior of the Arctic Ocean 
by incorporating data obtained by acoustic 
methods, including tomography, data 
transmission from underwater platforms, 
communication and navigation of floats and 
gliders under the ice cover. This will fill one of 
the most pronounced and recognised data 
gaps in the ocean climate observing system. 

 
Two specific projects will also be funded 
addressing aspects on climate change and water, 
including extreme events: 
 
o The CLIMATEWATER research project's 

overall objective is to study European and 
international adaptation measures and 
strategies related to climate change impacts 
and how these are taken into account in water 
policies. The project will formulate a coherent 
framework on adaptation strategies of climate 
change impacts on water resources, water 
cycling and water uses of society and nature. 

  

o In the area of analysing and management of 
droughts, the XEROCHORE project (started 
in May 2008) will investigate Europe's risk 
from drought by assessing research needs 
and policy choices in areas of drought. The 
overall aim is to assist in the development of a 
European Drought Policy in accordance with 
the EU-Water Framework Directive (EU-WFD) 
and other related policies (e.g. CAP, Regional 
Funds, health aspects).  

 
2008 call for proposals 
The work programme 2008 has put particular 
emphasis on the follow-up of the conclusions from 
the European Council of March 2007, which called 
on Member States and EU institutions "to pursue 
actions to develop a sustainable integrated 
European climate and energy policy", including 
the promotion of environmental sustainability and 
combating climate change. In line with the FP7 
work programme, the call has been structured 
according to the four main activities of the 
Environment Theme in the Cooperation Specific 
Programme: i.e. climate change, pollution and 
risks; Sustainable management of resources; 
Environmental technologies; Earth observation 
and assessment tools for sustainable 
development. The call was published on 30 
November 2007 with a submission deadline set 
on 25 February 2008. Projects were evaluated by 
independent experts between March and June, 
and a provisional ranking has been established. 
Information on selected projects relevant to water 
and marine policies will be provided in the next 
issue of the WISE Newsletter.   
 
LIFE+ 
LIFE+, the new Financial Instrument for the 
Environment, entered into force with the 
publication of the Regulation in the Official Journal 
L149 of 9 June 2007. With a budget of €2.143 
billion (for the period 2007-2013), LIFE+ is a 
limited but focused funding instrument providing 
specific support for the development and 
implementation of Community environmental 
policy and legislation, in particular the objectives 
of the 6th Environment Action Programme and 
resulting thematic strategies. It comprises three 
components: 
 

o LIFE+ Nature & Biodiversity 
o LIFE+ Environment Policy & Governance 
o LIFE+ Information & Communication 

 
 
At least 78% of LIFE+ funding will be for the co-
financing of project action grants, of which at least 
50% will be for nature and biodiversity projects 
(including projects in support of water and marine 
policies).  A call for proposals will be launched 
each year.  
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The first call closed last December, and the 
proposals submitted have now been evaluated by 
external experts. The list of successful proposals 
will be finalised this summer, and the new projects 
will start in January 2009. Information on these 
new projects will be given in the December 2008 
issue of the WISE Newsletter. 
 
The next call for proposals will be launched on 15 
July. For full details see: 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/lifeplu
s.htm 
 
 
WISE-RTD development 
The WISE-RTD webportal (see issue 6 of the 
WISE Newsletter) is currently being tested by 
potential users while being still under 
development through the inclusion of new 
information. This is carried out in the framework of 
the 'SPI-Water' project (FP6) which is preparing 
its final conference on 'Managing water-related 
information in support of WFD and IWRM 
implementation'. This event will be held in 
Brussels on 30-31 October 2008. The enhanced 
WISE-RTD webportal will be presented at this 
event, and discussions will take place among 
representatives of the policy and scientific sectors, 
as well as stakeholders, to identify concrete 
actions that will help bridge the gap between 
scientific knowledge and water policy 
implementation.  
 
More information about the conference contents 
and registration can be found at: 
 
http://spi-water.eu/spiwater-registration.html 
 
Water economics 
There has been progress in a number of projects 
on water economics: 
 
• Aquamoney (FP 6 project on environmental 

and resource costs and benefits for the 
purpose of WFD implementation). The project 
is carrying out a number of case studies with 
a view to improving the methodologies and 
data available on valuation of water 
resources. The project's final year (end spring 
2009) is focussing on finalising technical 
guidelines for practitioners and briefings for 
policy makers; For more information : 
www.aquamony.org 

 
• A Handbook on a pan-European approach 

to economic assessment of water-related 
impacts of policies has been commissioned 
by DG ENV.D.2, and the project is expected 
to deliver a complement to the Commission's 
Impact Assessment guidelines with a focus on 
water, in 2009. 

• A study on the links between the 
environment and competitiveness, which 
includes a specific water case study, is also 
expected to deliver results in early 2009. 

 
 
Forthcoming conferences in 2008 
 

 DG ENV Information Day, 5 September 2008. 
This event will held under the auspices of the 
International Zaragoza Exposition on the main 
issues of the follow up report of the 
Communication on water scarcity and 
droughts: 

 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/zarago
za08/index_en.htm 

 
 Conference on CAP and WFD on 18 and 19 

September in Bonn – Towards the first river 
basin management plans: 

 
www.ecologic-events.de/cap-
wfd/conference3/index.htm  

 
 2nd European Groundwater Conference, 13-

15 November 2008 in Paris, on the state of 
progress of the implementation of the 
Groundwater Directive: 
 
www.groundwater2008paris.fr  
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2nd European Water Conference 2009 
focus: River Basin Management 
Planning and Public Participation, 2-
3/4/2009, Brussels (B).  
 
The clock is ticking towards the deadline for 
Member States to establish the first River Basin 
Management Plans at the end of 2009. Prior to 
that, Member States are required to encourage 
the active involvement of consultation on water 
management issues that are significant in the river 
basin districts as well as their draft river basin 
management plans (dRB MP). These drafts will 
be made available for consultation by 22 
December 2008 at the latest, and be available for 
written comments for at least 6 months.  
 
In the context of this process, the Commission will 
organise the second European Water conference 
on 2-3 April 2009 – to highlight key issues of 
strategic importance across the Union in the 
process of implementing the Water Framework 
Directive. Key European stakeholder 
representatives will be invited to give their first 
feedback on the draft RBMPs to stimulate a 
debate at European level on substance and 
process. Participation in the event via 
webstreaming will be ensured. 
 
In the run up to this event a conference on public 
participation will be organised under the French 
Presidency (13-14 November 2008 in Poitiers 
(tbc), FR) and the European Environment Bureau 
will organise a key event on their perspective of 
the  process (18 November 2008,  Brussels).  
 
More information on the conference and linked 
activities will be made available on the Europa 
website:  
 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/index_en.ht
m 
 
 

 
 
French national campaign logo: Water is life – 
give us your opinion! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                                 
1 Most of these meetings are based on invitations, i.e. 
they are not opened to external participations (except 
the conference marked in red in the table) 
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Forthcoming meetings  
(second half of 2008)1 

 Climate Change & WFD, Brussels,12/09/08 
 ECOSTAT Working Group (WG A), Brussels, 

1-2/10/08 
 Reporting Working Group (WG D), Brussels, 

7-8/10/08 
 WFD Regulatory Committee, Brussels, 

9/10/08 
 Working Group on Priority Substances (WG 

E), Brussels, 15-16/10/08 
 Chemical Monitoring Activity, Paris, 20/10/08 
 Flood Working Group (WG F), Brussels, 22-

23/10/08 
 CIS Strategic Coordination Group & WFD 

Regulatory Committee, Brussels, 5-6/11/08 
 Groundwater Working Group (WG C), Paris, 

13/11/08 
 Water Directors meeting, Strasbourg, 24-

25/11/08 
 

Conferences in 2008  
 DG ENV Information Day on Water Scarcity 

and Drought, Zaragoza, 5/09/08 
 Conf. on CAP and WFD, Bonn, 18-19/09/08 
 2nd EU Groundwater Conference, Paris, 13-

15/11/08 
 

Conferences in 2009  
 2nd European Water Conference 2009 focus: 

River Basin Management Planning and Public 
Participation, 2-3/4/2009, Brussels (B).  

 


