
Vlasta Švagelj Gabrovec,

The Birds Directive and  the Slovenian Experience 
with its Implementation



Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the 
conservation of wild birds of 2.4. 1979


 

In use Directive 2009/147EC of the Council and 
Parlamenti on the conservation of wild birds of 
30.11.2009 (codified version);



 

Used for birds, their eggs, nests and habitats



 

The aim of the Directive is to provide protection, 
managment and control of naturally occuring wild 
birds



 

Protection overrides socio- economic interests 
and recreation



Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the 
conservation of wild birds of 2.4. 1979
Actions:



 

protection, maintenance and restoration of 
biotopes and habitats



 

establishment of protected areas- Special 
protection areas (SPAs)



 

for migrating birds- protection of wetlands



 

general system of protection: prohibition of 
deliberate killing or capture of birds, the 
destruction of their nests and taking of their eggs



Natura 2000 Network

- The aim: protection of most seriously threatened 
habitats and wildlife species across Europe

- Birds Directive

- Habitats Directive: Council Directive 92/42/EEC on 
the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild 
Flora and Fauna of 12.5.1992

- SPA and SAC areas



Birds Directive and comparison of 
national  experience and performance 



 

Natural characteristics of Slovenia and a limited 
impact of economic activities in the past 



 

Well-preserved biotic diversity



 

Coexistence of more than 22.000 living species in 
the area which corresponds to less than 0.004% 
of the Earth's surface;



Birds Directive and comparison of 
national experience and performance



 

Natura 2000 Slovenia;



 

26 SPAs;   260 SACs;



 

Ecologically significant areas



 

Protected areas (national and regional parks, reserves, natural 
monuments)



 

37,2 % of the territory of the RS



Jurisprudence of the Administrative Court of 
the Republic of Slovenia



 

DOPPS;



 

judicial ruling of the Administrative Court of the 
RS, no. I U 1809/2010 of 3. 3. 2011 – 
precautionary principle



 

Judicial ruling of the Administrative Court of the 
RS no. I U 162/2011 of 29. 9. 2011 -last resort if 
no other satisfactory solution is found



Conclusion



 

Lack of sufficient nature protection supervision 
over agricultural land



 

Solutions: appropriate agricultural policy, 
compensation for loss of income 



Thank you for your attention!
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