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 Farmers need water for their livestock and their crops. 

 Water demand in European agriculture varies 

significantly according to the season and by geographic 

location. 

 Most areas are exclusively supplied by rainwater. 

 Water remains critical to the viability of 

farming businesses 
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‘Every drop counts’ for farmers, as sustainable 

water management is key to the future of farming 

 To cope with rising demand for food, feed, bio-materials and 

renewable energy, efficient use of water will become even 

more important in future.  

 Measures are needed for encouraging green growth, i.e. for 

maintaining agricultural production capacity whilst 

contributing to efficient and productive water use.  
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Water is already addressed in EU agricultural 

policy 
 Farmers have to comply with a number of obligations 

regarding water to benefit from CAP support.  

 Requirements under cross-compliance ensure that farmers 

respect plant protection and nitrate legislation. 

 Farmers have to establish buffer strips along water courses. 

 When using water for irrigation, farmers have to meter water 

abstraction. 
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Farming practices have been adapted to 

protecting water resources 

 In order to safeguard Europe’s water, constructive 

dialogue between political decision-makers and farmers at 

all levels is essential. 

 The Water Framework Directive requires farmers to make 

considerable effort in view of protecting water resources. 

 Significant progress has been made by farmers to better 

manage water resources and to avoid pollution.  
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Success through voluntary measures 

 There is a long history of positive experiences of farmers 

engaging in agri-environmental measures. 

 Results can be best achieved by cooperation and in 

partnership with farmers looking for solutions tailored to 

local circumstances.  

 Farmers who adopt water-related measures going beyond 

good agricultural practice need to be rewarded accordingly. 
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Farming affected by climate change 

 Extreme weather conditions, whether they be drought or 

flooding, will hit farmers more frequently and to a greater 

extent in the future.  

 Improving water retention in agricultural soils and storage 

in reservoirs for irrigation is crucial.  

 Measures under rural development, including investment 

support and an effective set of risk management tools are 

needed. 
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Innovation is fundamental to produce more 

whilst using less water and avoiding pollution 

 It is essential to promote farmers’ uptake of new technology 

and their adoption of improved farming practices.  

 Investing in research is vital for identifying cost-effective 

solutions based on improved knowledge on the interactions 

between agricultural production, nutrient and water cycles. 

 Support for green growth measures addressing efficient 

and productive nutrient and water use is a ‘must’. 
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Advice and knowledge exchange on water-friendly 

practices is an important factor for success 

 Farmers need financial as well as non-material support to 

better align economic interests with water protection targets. 

 Vocational training and advisory services are required to 

increase their knowledge and to enable farmers to provide 

ecosystem services. 

 Facilitating the exchange of best practice both within regions 

and across the EU is key. 
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Thank you for your attention! 

Come and visit the Copa-Cogeca stand on the ground floor 

  www.copa-cogeca.eu   

 


