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1. Background  
The Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) promotes the integration of 
environmental consideration into all relevant policy areas and delivers the environmental 
pillar of the future maritime policy of the European Union. 
 
An ecosystem-based approach to the management of human activities is central to the 
implementation of MSFD and to attaining its overall objective to take the necessary measures 
to achieve or maintain good environmental status (GES) by 2020. It can be expected that 
achieving GES will primarily be accomplished through reductions in pressures (from human 
activities) and their impacts on the marine environment. 
Under the MSFD, by mid-2012 Member States have to carry out Initial Assessments of the 
state of their marine waters and, based on this assessment, determine GES and establish a set 
of environmental targets to achieve GES. These tasks require a sound understanding of the 
range of human activities and uses of the marine environment and on the pressures and 
impacts that arise from such uses. Monitoring programmes to assess progress towards 
achieving GES must be established by 2014 and programmes of measures designed to achieve 
or maintain GES implemented by 2016. 
 
Implementation of the MSFD represents a major new challenge for Member States due to the 
many complexities of understanding the marine environment and its interactions with human 
activities. 

2. Description  
The pilot project aims to explore and develop a number of aspects that will support the MSFD 
implementation process relating to monitoring. The following aspects should be taken into 
account: 
a. Integrated multi-disciplinary monitoring programmes that aim to maximise the use of 
existing resources (e.g. ship time), by improving the efficiency of existing programmes (i.e. 
use of spare capacity); 
b. Joint monitoring programmes in marine regions/sub regions that help forge synergies 
between Member States on the ways in which they are monitoring and assessing the marine 
environment, and which can potentially reduce overall costs (e.g. through use of single cruises 
for a region/sub region compared with multiple Member State cruises); 
c. Clearly focused programmes which aim to address in a balanced manner the range of 
human activities and their main pressures and impacts on the marine environment within a 
region/subregion. This may include improved spatial or temporal sampling  to assess the 
distribution and extent of pressures and their impacts, alternative techniques which address 
'whole area' requirements rather than traditional 'individual station' approaches (or 
combinations of the two approaches); 
d. Decision-making tools which help design effective and efficient monitoring 
programmes (e.g. to determine the spatial and temporal resolution needed or possibilities for 
integration of techniques), which are transferable to other regions. 

3. Objectives  
The purpose of this Pilot Project is to develop new concept and decision-making tools for 
integrated environmental monitoring for the MSFD to support management of human 
activities in EU marine waters. 
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The project will develop integrated monitoring strategies in selected pilot regions, based on 
existing sampling across various disciplines (physical, chemical, biological) and scope the 
potential for joint monitoring programmes (within and between Member States). It will aim to 
develop strategic approaches to the integrated monitoring of pressures from human activities 
and their effects on the environment to support the MSFD and other environmental 
legislation. Developing integrated monitoring tools and programmes at sea-region scales will 
serve to meet the objectives of the MSFD, in particular by contributing to the requirement that 
Member States develop monitoring programmes by 2014. The outcomes of the pilot project 
(e.g. strategies, tools) should be transferable to other EU regions. Ideally, pilot regions in 
different marine regions will be selected and will be asked to cooperate in the implementation 
of the projects. 

4. Budget and Eligibility  
The overall indicative amount made available under this Call for Proposals is €2.000.000.  
The Programme is a co-financing instrument. The maximum co-financing is 90% of the 
eligible costs. Proposals with an EU co-financing beyond the above rate will be ineligible. 
In order to be eligible for a grant, applicants must: 
• be public or private bodies, actors and institutions, non-governmental organisations, 
universities and/or research institutes or international organisations;  
• be registered in an EU Member State, Croatia or Turkey;  
• be directly responsible for the preparation and management of the action. Applications 
presented by a body acting as an intermediary for a third party are not acceptable.  
 
Partners from Third Countries are also eligible, in particular those countries sharing a marine 
region with the EU. 
Beneficiaries will be selected on the basis of the criteria set out in the Guide for grant 
applicants relating to this Call for Proposals and within the limits of the available budget.  
The procedure for the appraisal of a proposal is as follows:  
— receipt, recording and acknowledgement of receipt by the Commission,  
— examination by the services of the Commission,  
— formulation of the final decision and communication of the result to the applicant.  
The decision of the Commission is final.  

5. Information on the Application  
The Guide for grant applicants relating to this Call for Proposals which sets out the 
admissibility, eligibility, exclusion, selection and award criteria and the application, 
assessment and approval procedure, can be downloaded from the Commission web site at the 
following address: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/funding/grants_en.htm 
 
It may alternatively be obtained by applying in writing to the following address:  
European Commission  
DG ENV D.2  
B-1049 Brussels  
Email: ENV-MARINE-ENVIRONMENT@ec.europa.eu 
Fax (00) (32-2) 297 96 97  

6. Deadline for submitting applications  
Proposals must be submitted by 19/12/2012, 17:00 Brussels' Time at the latest. 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/funding/grants_en.htm
mailto:ENV-MARINE-ENVIRONMENT@ec.europa.eu
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7. Annexes: Guide for applicants 
The guide for applicants and its annexes needed to prepare a proposal can be downloaded at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/funding/grants_en.htm  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/funding/grants_en.htm
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