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Update to the Annual Work Programme for grants in the Environment 
Policy Area for the year 2008 

 
The present work programme constitutes an update (complement) to the initial annual 
work programme for grants in the area of Environment adopted on 10 October 2007 
(C(2007)4575). 
 
It covers in particular : 
 
1. Call for proposals – projects to be supported through action grants under "Nature 

and biodiversity", "Environment policy and governance" and "Information and 
Communication" 

 
2. Seven grants to be awarded without a call for proposals to a body with a de jure / 

de facto monopoly 
 
The present work programme serves as financing decision in accordance with article 75 
of the Financial Regulation. 
 

Index 
 

1. LIFE + programme - Call for proposals – projects to be supported through action 
grants under "Nature and biodiversity", "Environment policy and governance" 
and "Information and Communication". 

 
2. LIFE + programme - Grants to be awarded without a call for proposals in 

accordance with article 168(1)(c) and 168(1)(f) of the detailed rules for 
implementation of the Financial Regulation. 

 
2.1. Operating grant to the European Union Network for the Implementation and 

Enforcement of Environmental Law (IMPEL aisbl). 
 
2.2 Action grant to IUCN – The World Conservation Union, Regional Office for 

Europe (IUCN ROfE) – "CountDown 2010". 
 
2.3 Action grant to IUCN – The World Conservation Union, Regional Office for 

Europe (IUCN ROfE) – World Conservation Congress 2008. 
 
2.4 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) - 

development of an indicator of eco-innovation in the EU Member States 
based on patent counts. 

 
2.5 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) - Project 

on Sustainable Materials Management (SMM). 
 
2.6 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) - 

promotion of the use of Quantitative Structure Activity Relationship (QSAR) 
models and their integration into different regulatory frameworks. 
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2.7 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) - 
Working Party (WP) on nanomaterials. 
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1 CALL FOR PROPOSALS – PROJECTS TO BE SUPPORTED THROUGH ACTION GRANTS UNDER 
"NATURE AND BIODIVERSITY", "ENVIRONMENT POLICY AND GOVERNANCE" AND 
"INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION" 

1.1 Introduction 

1.1.1 Budget line 

07 03 07 - LIFE+ (Financial Instrument for the Environment — 2007 to 2013) 

1.1.2 Basic act 

Regulation (EC) No 614/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 May 2007 
concerning the Financial Instrument for the Environment (LIFE+) (OJ L 149 of 9 June 2007, 
p.1), and in particular article 5, paragraph 6. 
 
Commission Decision C(2008)1246 laying down the methodology of the project selection 
procedure for 2008-2013 in accordance with Article 6 of the Life+ Regulation. 
 
Commission Decision C(2008)1245 specifying the format, content and submission dates for 
national annual priorities for the purpose of Article 6(4) of the LIFE+ Regulation. 
 
Commission Decision C(2008)1244 establishing indicators to assist the monitoring of 
measures financed by LIFE+. 
 

1.2 Objectives of the call for proposals 
The general objective of the LIFE+ is to contribute to the implementation, updating and 
development of Community environmental policy and legislation, including the integration of 
the environment into other policies, thereby contributing to sustainable development. 
 
In particular, LIFE+ supports the implementation of the Sixth Community Environment 
Action Programme, including the thematic strategies, and finances measures and projects with 
European added value in Member States. 
 
The call for proposals will cover all three components of the programme:  
- LIFE + Nature and Biodiversity  
- LIFE + Environment policy and governance 
- LIFE + Information and Communication 
 
LIFE+ seeks funding complementarity with other Community financial instruments as set out 
in article 9 of the Regulation. To this end LIFE+ will not finance projects that fall within the 
eligibility criteria and main scope of other Community financial instruments; nor will LIFE+ 
finance projects that receive assistance for the same purpose from these programmes. 
 
The Commission shall have special regard to transnational projects when transnational 
cooperation is essential to guarantee environmental protection, in particular species 
protection, and shall endeavour to ensure that at least 15 % of the budgetary resources are 
allocated to transnational projects. 
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1.3 Expected results of actions to be supported 
 
Funded projects are expected to contribute to the implementation of the objectives set out in 
the Sixth Environmental Action Programme and related Thematic Strategies. The overall 
expected result is to increase and promote sustainable development at EU-level as well as at 
national and regional level.  
 
More specifically the expected results for each of the three components are: 
 
A) LIFE+ Nature and Biodiversity:  
 
To support the setting up of the EU network of protected areas (Natura 2000) and to protect, 
conserve, restore, monitor and facilitate the functioning of natural systems, natural habitats, 
and wild flora and fauna. In addition to aim  at halting the loss of biodiversity, including 
diversity of genetic resources, in the European Union by 2010 in accordance with the 
Commission communication COM (2006) 216 of 22/05/2006 "Halting the loss of biodiversity 
by 2010 – and beyond – sustaining ecosystem services for human well-being." 
 
B) LIFE+ Environment Policy and Governance:  
 
To contribute directly to the Lisbon process with respect to sustainable development: this will 
be achieved by testing and transferring new environmental techniques and processes. 
Particular emphasis will be given to the Sixth Environmental Action Programme and related 
Thematic Strategies. It is expected that the projects financed will contribute to the objectives 
set out by the programme and notably in areas such as climate change, water, air, soil, urban 
environmental, noise, chemicals, environment and health, waste and natural resources, forests 
and innovation. 
 
C) LIFE+ Information and Communication:  
 
To ensure regular and effective information flow in order to provide that basis for policy 
decisions on the environment, and to make information on the state and trends of the 
environment accessible to citizens. 
 
In the context of the mid-term and final evaluations of the LIFE+ programme, indicators to 
assist in the monitoring of measures financed by the programme have been established in 
accordance with article 14(2)(e) of the Regulation1. 
 

1.4 Specific targets /actions/ themes for 2008: 
The call for proposals will cover the following themes from the list of multi-annual objectives 
set out in Annex II to the LIFE + Regulation: 
 
A) Nature and Biodiversity 
 

                                                 
1  See Commission Decision C(2008)1244 establishing indicators to assist the monitoring of measures 

financed by LIFE+. 
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1. To protect, restore, monitor and facilitate the functioning of natural systems, 
natural habitats, wild flora and fauna, with the aim of halting the loss of 
biodiversity, including diversity of genetic resources, within the EU by 2010. 

 
B) Environment Policy and Governance 
 

2. Climate change: To stabilise green house gas concentration at a level that prevents 
global warming above 2°C; 

3. Water: To contribute to enhanced water quality by developing cost-effective 
measures to achieve good ecological status in view of developing the first river 
basin management plan under Directive 2000/60/EC (Water framework directive) 
by 2009; 

4. Air: To achieve levels of air quality that do not give rise to significant negative 
impacts on and risks to human health and the environment; 

5. Soil: To protect and ensure the sustainable use of soil by preserving soil functions, 
preventing threats to soil, mitigating their effects and restoring degraded soils; 

6. Urban environment: To contribute to improving the environmental performance of 
Europe's urban areas; 

7. Noise: To contribute to policy development and implementation on environmental 
noise; 

8. Chemicals: To improve the protection of the environment and health from risks 
posed by chemicals by 2020 by implementing chemicals legislation, in particular 
Regulation n° 1907/2006 (REACH) and the Thematic Strategy on the sustainable 
use of pesticides; 

9. Environment and health: To develop the information base for policy on the 
environment and health (the Environment and Health Action Plan 2004-2010); 

10. Natural resources and waste: To develop and implement policies designed to 
ensure sustainable management and use of natural resources and waste, and to 
improve the environmental performance of products, sustainable production and 
consumption patterns, waste prevention, recovery and recycling; To contribute to 
the effective implementation of the Thematic Strategy on the prevention and 
recycling of waste; 

11. Forests: To provide, especially through an EU coordination network, a concise 
and comprehensive basis for policy relevant information on forests in relation to 
climate change (impact on forests ecosystems, mitigation, substitution effects), 
biodiversity (baseline information and protected forest areas), forest fires, forest 
conditions and the protective functions of forests (water, soil and infrastructure) as 
well as contributing to the protection of forests against fires; 

12. Innovation: To contribute to developing and demonstrating innovative policy 
approaches, technologies, methods and instruments to assist in the implementation 
of the Environmental Technologies Action Plan (ETAP) 

13. Strategic approaches: To promote the effective implementation and enforcement 
of Community environmental legislation and improve the knowledge base for 
environmental policy; To ensure more efficient and coherent policies; To improve 
the environmental performance of SMEs; To provide the tools to develop 
environmental policy and legislation; 

 
C) Information and Communication 
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16. Ensuring regular and effective information flow to provide the basis for policy 
decision on the environment, and to provide accessible information to citizens on 
the state and trends of the environment. 

 
In the context of the above themes Member States may identify national priorities as foreseen 
by article 6(3) of the LIFE+ Regulation2; these priorities will be published in a standard 
format at the same time as the call for proposals is launched. 
 

1.5 Admissibility and eligibility criteria 
 
In addition to compliance with the technical/administrative requirements for submitting a 
request for funding as will be detailed in the instructions given in the call for proposals, 
guidelines and application forms, attention is drawn to the following admissibility criteria: 
 

- applicants and their partners may be public or private bodies, actors and institutions 
registered in the EU Member States. 

- applicants must submit their proposals to the national competent authority of (one of) 
the EU Member state(s) where the applicant is registered. The national competent 
authority will then forward the LIFE+ project proposals to the Commission; the list of 
national competent authorities will be specified in the call for proposals. 

 
Requests for funding will also have to comply with the following eligibility criteria : 

- projects to be co-financed must take place within the territory of the European Union. 
- projects must fall within the scope of the one three strands of the LIFE + Programme 

(Nature and Biodiversity, Environment policy and governance and Information and 
Communication). For each of the three strands, the call for proposals will contain 
further selection criteria for the proposed action. The most important of these relate to: 

• the geographic scope of the project (within EU except for LIFE+ Nature which is 
limited to the continental territory of the EU); 

• the project's links to relevant legislation (e.g. Birds' and Habitats' Directives; 
Communication on Halting the loss of Biodiversity; Directives connected to the 
principal objectives set out in annex II of the Regulation). 

 

1.6 Selection criteria 
 
The selection criteria shall be such as to make it possible to assess the applicant's ability to 
complete the proposed action : 
 

- operational capacity of the applicant and partners: professional competencies and 
qualifications required to complete the proposed action ; 

- financial capacity: stable and sufficient sources of funding to maintain his activity 
throughout the period during which the action is being carried out or the year for 
which the grant is awarded and to participate in its funding.  

 

                                                 
2  See Commission Decision C(2008)1245 specifying the format, content and submission dates for national 

annual priorities for the purpose of Article 6(4) of the LIFE+ Regulation. 
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1.7 Award criteria 
 
The award criteria are: 

- technical coherence and quality: proposal should be clear, detailed, coherent, realistic 
and feasible in terms of actions, timetable, budget and value for money.  

- financial coherence and quality of the proposal: consistency with the technical actions; 
compliance with the rules set out in the LIFE+ application guide, the Common 
Provisions for LIFE+ projects and the LIFE+ Regulation, transparency, coherence, 
cost-efficiency, value for money. 

- contribution to the general objectives of LIFE+: importance of the problem targeted, 
significance of solution, scope of application contribution to the integration of the 
environment into other policies and/or to sustainable development. 

- added value in terms of best-practice, innovation, demonstration, forest monitoring 
etc. 

- ensuring complementarity and optimal use of the EC funding. 
- EU added value in terms of multi-national character of the proposal. 
- account taken of national priorities. 
- national added value and the correspondence of proposals with national priorities 

based on comments made by the LIFE+ national competent authority. 
 
In accordance with the general methodology defined for project selection 2008-20133, once a 
list has been established based on the above award criteria, projects will be allocated to 
Member States in accordance with indicative national financial allocations based on the 
criteria defined in article 6.2 of the LIFE + Regulation.  
 
The indicative national allocations for 2008 based on these criteria are as follows: 
 
Country Indicative 

amount (€'m) 
Country Indicative 

amount (€'m) 
Country Indicative 

amount (€'m) 
AT 3.895 FI 7.431 MT 2.384 
BE 4.282 FR 18.154 NL 6.654 
BU 4.468 GR 7.054 PL 9.831 
CY 2.200 HU 5.187 PT 5.811 
CZ 4.117 IE 3.267 RO 9.033 
DE 24.153 IT 18.265 SE 8.529 
DK 5.096 LT 2.857 SI 4.471 
EE 3.438 LU 2.268 SK 3.171 
ES 22.228 LV 2.750 UK 16.505 
 
Transnational projects shall count proportionately towards the indicative national allocations 
of the Member States involved. 
 
Given the indicative nature of the above allocations, funds not used within an indicative 
national allocation may be allocated to projects submitted by other Member States which 
score more highly on the basis of the award criteria. Given this, the amounts set out in the 
above table are merely indicative and their attainment relies on sufficient quality projects 
coming from all the Member States. 
                                                 
3  See Commission Decision C(2008)1246 laying down the methodology of the project selection procedure 

for 2008-2013 in accordance with Article 6 of the Life+ Regulation 
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1.8 Indicative timetable for call for proposals:  
 

Timing of call for proposals :  
publication date July 2008 
closing date for sending 
proposals to the national 
competent authorities 

The dates for submission of projects to national 
authorities will be specified for each country in the 
call for proposals 

closing date for national 
authorities to send proposals to 
the Commission 

November/December 2008 

Information to unsuccessful 
applicants based on eligibility 
and selection criteria 

April-May 2009 

Award decision and information 
of unsuccessful applicants based 
on award criteria 

October 2009 

Signature of grant agreements November – December 2009 
 

1.9 Indicative budget and expected number of projects to be selected:  
 
Strand Indicative Budget Indicative number of projects 

to be selected 
A) Nature and Biodiversity Minimum EUR 103 750.000 90-150 
B & C) Environmental policy 
and governance, information 
and communication 

Maximum EUR 103 750 000 90-150 

TOTAL EUR 207 500 000 180 - 300 
 

1.10 Maximum rate of co-financing 
 
Strand Maximum rate of cofinancing 
A) Nature and Biodiversity The general financing rate is of maximum 50% of eligible 

costs.  
 
This rate may be raised up to maximum 75% of eligible costs 
for projects targeting priority habitats and species within the 
meaning of Directive 92/43/EEC or the species of birds 
considered as priority for funding under LIFE+ Nature and 
Biodiversity by the committee set up pursuant to article 16 of 
Directive 79/409/EEC. 
 

B) Environmental policy and 
governance, information and 
communication 

The general financing rate is maximum 50% of eligible costs. 
 
 

C) Environmental policy and 
governance, information and 
communication 

The general financing rate is maximum 50% of eligible costs. 
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2 LIFE + PROGRAMME - GRANTS TO BE AWARDED WITHOUT A CALL FOR PROPOSALS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 168(1)(C) AND 168(1)(F) OF THE DETAILED RULES FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FINANCIAL REGULATION. 

2.1 Operating grant to the European Union Network for the Implementation and 
Enforcement of Environmental Law (IMPEL). 

2.1.1 Beneficiary 

European Union Network for the Implementation and Enforcement of Environmental Law 
(IMPEL), international a.s.b.l., Belgium. 
 
IMPEL was set up in 1992 as a network of European regulators and authorities concerned 
with the implementation and enforcement of environmental law, and is, as such, a unique 
network. In order to ensure a more sustainable action, IMPEL has decided, through its 
governing structure (plenary meeting), to set up an international non-profit association 
a.i.s.b.l. (association internationale sans but lucrative) under Belgian law. The statutes of this 
association were adopted at the IMPEL plenary meeting of November 2007. The legal entity 
is expected to be created and registered under Belgian law by the end of the first semester 
2008. 
 
The grant will be awarded by the responsible Authorising Officer once the legal entity is duly 
established and registered. 
 

2.1.2 Legal basis: 

Regulation (EC) No 614/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 May 2007 
concerning the Financial Instrument for the Environment (LIFE+) (OJ L 149 of 9 June 2007, 
p.1), and in particular article 5, paragraph 6. 
 

2.1.3 Budget amount:  € 75.000 

Budget line 07 03 07 - LIFE+ (Financial Instrument for the Environment — 2007 to 2013) 
 

2.1.4 Objective of the action/project: 

The objective of the action is to support the operating costs of the European Union Network 
for the Implementation and Enforcement of Environmental Law (IMPEL) international non-
profit association for the budget year 2008. 
 
The expertise and experience of the participants within IMPEL make the network uniquely 
qualified to work on certain of the technical and regulatory aspects of EU environmental 
legislation. The objective of the association is to create the necessary impetus in the European 
Community to make progress on ensuring a more effective application of environmental 
legislation. It promotes the exchange of information and experience and the development of 
environmental legislation, with special emphasis on Community environmental legislation. 
 
The core objectives of IMPEL are: 
• to ensure a more effective implementation and enforcement of environmental legislation 

in the European Community, 
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• to share information and experiences, discuss problems and offer practical advice on 
implementation and enforcement of EC environmental legislation, 

• to contribute to a greater consistency of approach in the implementation and enforcement 
of EC environmental legislation, 

• to promote mutual understanding of the common characteristics and differences of 
national regulatory systems, 

• to develop good and whenever possible best practices as regards inspection, permitting, 
monitoring, reporting and enforcement of EC environmental legislation.  

 
At Member State level IMPEL will facilitate the development of the national networking 
system on environmental permitting and inspection, paying particular attention to cooperation 
with the authorities at the local government level. 
 
Most of the IMPEL activities take place within a project structure. The IMPEL Multi Annual 
Work Programme 2007-2010 sets the framework for future IMPEL activities which is in line 
with the Commission priorities. It draws on the 6th Environment Action Programme and the 
Recommendation on Minimum Criteria for Environmental Inspections (2001/331/EC). 
 

2.1.5 Expected results:  

 
In accordance with the 6th Environment Action Programme4, the core of the IMPEL activities 
concerns the capacity building, minimum criteria for environmental inspections, exchange of 
information and experiences on implementation, enforcement and international enforcement 
collaboration on existing European environmental legislation, development of common views 
of MS Inspectorates on the coherence and practicality of current EU legislation and on 
commenting issues of practicality and enforceability at an early stage in the development of 
new EU legislation, before a proposal is formally tabled. 
 
IMPEL's overall strategic goals are to contribute to a more consistent implementation and 
enforcement of Community environmental legislation across the Community and to avoid 
distortions of competition, to develop a common basis for the better performance of 
environmental inspection tasks within the Member States, through exchange of information 
and experience at different administrative levels, as well as through training and in-depth 
discussions on environmental issues and enforcement aspects, including monitoring and 
permitting processes. A further goal is to improve the quality of the environmental inspection 
mechanism through a networking system at both, the Community and Member State level. 
 
IMPEL is well placed in the policy cycle providing feed-back from the regulators to policy 
makers and law makers. It promotes in particular directly the implementation of 
Recommendation 2001/331/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 4 April 
2001 providing for minimum criteria for environmental inspections (RMCEI) by developing 
guidance for trainings of inspectors, performing reviews of inspectorates and inspection 
practices. Another core area of activity belongs to the EU Emission Trading Scheme. Within 
this subject IMPEL provides support to its Members in the implementation of the EU ETS 
and identifies problems in implementation of the relevant Directive, which is being used by 
the Commission in the review process. 
 
                                                 
4 Decision No 1600/2002/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 July 2002 laying down the 
sixth Community environment action programme (OJ L 242, 10.9.2002, p. 1) – Article 3.2 
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Throughout the Transfrontier Shipment of Waste (TFS) activity, the Association will carry 
out series of projects identifying illegal shipments of waste and carrying out joint enforcement 
actions to improve the implementation of the Waste Shipment Regulation. 
 
IMPEL should also play in the future an important role during the different stages of the 
regulatory chain and could in particular give advice - on request or on its own initiative - on 
general questions regarding implementation and enforcement as well as on new draft 
proposals for Community legislation, in particular where the input of practical experiences is 
necessary. The Network has played an important role recently assisting the Commission in the 
review of the Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Directive, EU Emissions Trading 
Scheme Directive, Recommendation on Minimum Criteria for Environmental Inspections 
(RMCEI) and the Waste Shipment Regulation. 
 

2.1.6 Justification for proposing to award a grant without a call for proposals. 

 
There is no other body existing and conceivable in the EU carrying out the same tasks, since 
the Association is the only European body which gathers environmental regulators, 
policymakers and enforcement agencies across the EU Member States in the sector of 
environmental law (EC Member States, acceding and candidate countries and Norway), 
covering practically all sectors of Community environmental law with only few exceptions 
(nature conservation). IMPEL activities are therefore built on the basis of Community law 
 
IMPEL as regards its overall objective of promoting, supporting of and contributing to the 
improvement of efficient implementation and enforcement of Community environmental law 
covering a very broad scope, therefore holds a de facto monopoly position in Europe. It is the 
only European body of this type performing in the afore-described area. The Association is 
thus in a de facto monopoly situation as referred to in Article 168(1 )(c) of the Implementing 
Rules of the Financial Regulation, because there is no other potential organisation which 
could perform the same tasks as those of the association. 
 

2.1.7 Implementation: 

 

Maximum amount of grant (EUR) € 75.000 

Finance rate (max) : 70 % co-financing of the eligible 
operating costs. 

Calendar for the award decision / 
concluding the grant agreement 

September 2008 (covering 2008 
budgetary year from the start of 
financial operation of the legal entity to 
31 December 2008) 

 

The new International Association will welcome national, regional and local Environmental 
Authorities (Ministries, Inspectorates) and Agencies can be Members from EU27, EU 
Candidate and EEA Countries (Art 4 of the Statutes), meaning that it will bring together 
environmental regulators, policymakers and enforcement practitioners from all countries 
where EU environmental law is applied. 
 



C(2008)1492 – 22 April 2008 

 12

The membership will cover the same range of bodies that formed the previous informal 
Network. Almost all Members have already stated their willingness to be founder Members of 
the new association. 
  
IMPEL's Multi Annual Work Programme (2007-2010) is aligned with Commission priorities. 
Their activities are consistent with the objectives of the Treaties, when promoting harmonised 
tools, actions and good standards for improved implementation of EU environmental law  
 
The Association pursues European general interest, this is evidenced by the fact that IMPEL:  
 
• works on harmonisation and development of the environmental inspection standards 

across European Countries 
• is the only forum where cooperation among inspectors, in the context of joint 

enforcement of waste shipment, should take place; as prescribed by the Waste Shipment 
Regulation 

• provides feedback to policy makers on problems arising from the implementation of EU 
environmental legislation. 

 
IMPEL is therefore considered a body pursuing an aim of general European interest as 
referred to in Article 162)of the Implementing Rules of the Financial Regulation. Therefore, 
should the support to the operating costs of IMPEL a.i.s.b.l. be continued in future years, it 
shall not be subject to degressivity, in accordance with article 5(2) of the LIFE + regulation. 
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2.2 Action grant to IUCN – The World Conservation Union, Regional Office for 
Europe (IUCN ROfE) – "CountDown 2010" 

2.2.1 Beneficiary 

 
IUCN – The World Conservation Union, Regional Office for Europe (IUCN ROfE), 
Association Internationale sans but lucratif (a.i.s.b.l.) Brussels, Belgium. 

2.2.2 Legal basis: 

Regulation (EC) No 614/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 May 2007 
concerning the Financial Instrument for the Environment (LIFE+) (OJ L 149 of 9 June 2007, 
p.1) ), and in particular article 5, paragraph 6. 

2.2.3 Budget amount:  € 250.000 

Budget line 07 03 07 - LIFE+ (Financial Instrument for the Environment — 2007 to 2013) 
 

2.2.4 Objective of the action/project: 

 
The objectives of “Countdown 2010” are to encourage and support the full implementation of 
all the laws and binding international commitments on halting biodiversity loss that European 
governments have signed; to champion and support the full implementation of all necessary 
supplementary actions. The goal of “Countdown 2010” is that all European governments, at 
every level, have taken the necessary actions to halt the loss of biodiversity by 2010. 
 
The goal of EU Biodiversity Policy is to halt the loss of biodiversity by 2010, and the support 
to "Countdown 2010" activities in Europe will be of benefit for EU and its Member States by 
contributing to the implementation of the EU Biodiversity Action Plan. 
EU Member States will profit from information and awareness raising activities at all levels – 
from EU Institutions level to local level, and prestige will also be linked to Member States' 
and regional and local governments' signing up to the "Countdown 2010 – initiative", 
committing to specific targets. Member States will profit from civil society and in particular 
Business' commitment to take action to halt the loss of Biodiversity, i.e. to implement EU 
Biodiversity Policy. 
 
Countdown 2010 is a powerful network of more than 350 partners from national governments 
to local authorities, from business to civil society. As a strong promoter of the 2010 
biodiversity target in the European Union and worldwide, Countdown 2010 supports the full 
implementation of the EC Biodiversity Communication and Action Plan (COM/2006/0216), 
including policy initiatives on: 

- Marine conservation 
- Biodiversity in Development Cooperation  
- Communication of biodiversity 
- Biodiversity indicators 
- Close-to-nature forestry 

 
So far, fifteen EU Member States as well as many regions, local governments and other 
organisations have signed the Countdown 2010 declaration. This commitment and a strong 
collaboration with the respective EU presidencies makes Countdown 2010 an ideal partner to 
support the 2010 biodiversity target in the Member States.  
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Partnership in the Countdown 2010 initiative is a powerful incentive for getting all levels of 
government plus NGOs, civil society in general and Business engaged in the 2010 objective. 

2.2.5 Expected results:  

 
In terms of activities : 
 
– Conferences and events, including with EU Presidencies, to ensure that biodiversity 

remains high on the agenda, with a particular focus on ensuring the implementation, 
monitoring and profiling of the EC Biodiversity Communication and Action Plan. 

– Information and awareness raising activities on Biodiversity protection in support of the 
2010 target and the EC Action Plan with European regions and local authorities, European 
business and the European Parliament;  

– Assessment of progress towards the 2010 biodiversity target, consistent and co-ordinated 
with indicators and monitoring developed by the Commission, the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and the European Environment Agency (SEBI 2010, etc.). 

– Extension of the Countdown 2010 partner network to missing Member States as well as 
relevant authorities, business and civil society, and continuous communication about the 
2010 biodiversity target and means of achieving it to all partners and stakeholders.  

 
In terms of impact: 
 
– Greater awareness at all levels of government and society of the target for halting 

biodiversity loss based in particular on IUCN's extremely powerful and extensive network 
of members, which has a strong multiplier effect. 

– Specific practical commitments by national, regional and local governments as well as 
civil society and Business to achieve specific targets for biodiversity protection. Each 
partner signing up for the countdown 2010 is required to commit to certain objectives 
which are tailor-made for each partner. 

– Implementation of these tailor-made objectives will contribute to the completion of the 
Natura 2000 network, the effective conservation management, including priority species 
and the enhancement of connectivity of the protected areas (EU Biodiversity Action Plan, 
Objective 1: To safeguard the EU's most important habitats and species).  

– Overall increase in the engagement of a broad range of stakeholders in working towards 
the 2010 target. This will result in greater ownership as well as direct real benefits for 
biodiversity protection. 

– Stakeholder involvement, including partnerships, will contribute to the integration of 
biodiversity into other areas, such as tourism, agriculture, forestry and fisheries, and 
contribute to diminishing negative impacts on biodiversity caused by territorial 
development and infrastructure building (EU Biodiversity Action Plan, Objective 2: To 
conserve biodiversity in the wider EU countryside, Objective 3: To conserve biodiversity 
in the wider EU marine environment, 4: To reinforce compatibility of regional and 
territorial development with biodiversity in the EU). 

– The activities to integrate biodiversity protection policy into development cooperation will 
contribute to diminish negative impacts on biodiversity in this context (EU Biodiversity 
Action Plan, Objective 7: To strengthen support for biodiversity in EU external 
assistance)  
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– Countdown 2010 evaluation of progress to meet the 2010 target will significantly support 
delivery of this overall objective and help identify gaps. 

 

2.2.6 Justification for proposing to award a grant without a call for proposals 

 
IUCN, The World Conservation Union, is a unique organisation. Its members from some 140 
countries include 77 States, 114 government agencies, and 800-plus NGOs.  IUCN’s mission 
is “to influence, encourage and assist societies throughout the world to conserve the integrity 
and diversity of nature and to ensure that any use of natural resources is equitable and 
ecologically sustainable.” The IUCN Regional Office for Europe (ROfE) is a branch of IUCN 
global network. ROfE strives to meet its goals for a sustainable Europe, which are consistent 
with the EU Treaties, by utilising local expertise and the strength of the global IUCN network.  
At its first meeting in February 2004 the Countdown 2010 Partners' Assembly requested the 
IUCN ROfE to host the Countdown 2010 Secretariat, which is responsible for the day to day 
running of the initiative. In its implementation, Countdown 2010 is guided by a core Advisory 
Board, and the broader Partners' Assembly meets annually to review the overall direction of 
Countdown 2010. IUCN-ROfE is thus in a de facto monopoly situation as referred to in 
Article 168(1)(c) of the Implementing Rules of the Financial Regulation. 

2.2.7 Implementation: 

 

Maximum amount of grant (EUR)  € 250,000 

Finance rate (max) : Max 50 % co-financing of the eligible 
costs of the action 

Calendar for the award decision / 
concluding the agreement 

April 2008 
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2.3 Action grant to IUCN – The World Conservation Union, Regional Office for 
Europe (IUCN ROfE) – World Conservation Congress 2008 

 

2.3.1 Beneficiary 

 
IUCN – The World Conservation Union, Regional Office for Europe (IUCN ROfE), 
Association Internationale sans but lucratif (a.i.s.b.l.) Brussels, Belgium. 

2.3.2 Legal basis: 

Regulation (EC) No 614/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 May 2007 
concerning the Financial Instrument for the Environment (LIFE+) (OJ L 149 of 9 June 2007, 
p.1), and in particular article 5, paragraph 6. 

2.3.3 Budget amount:  € 250.000 

Budget line 07 03 07 - LIFE+ (Financial Instrument for the Environment — 2007 to 2013) 
 

2.3.4 Objective of the action/project: 

The proposed action will provide targeted support to the organisation of the World 
Conservation Congress (WCC) taking place in Barcelona in October 2008, organised by 
IUCN – The World Conservation Union. This support will concern actions related to the 
internal EU implementation. By supporting targeted actions at the WCC, the EU will get the 
opportunity to strengthen commitment at all levels in the EU, including authorities in the 
Member States, the private sector and the NGOs in relation to the implementation and 
development of Community environmental policy and legislation (Article 1.2 of Regulation 
(EC) No 614/2007). 
 
The IUCN conservation congress brings together every four years Governments, NGOs, 
Academics and Business in a setting which allows the development of new ideas and concepts 
relating to biodiversity protection. . The EU Member States will benefit from this approach to 
have such a wide and diverse involvement in debates on environmental issues. This will also 
help them to integrate EC environment policies into other policies thereby contributing to 
sustainable development. Moreover, it will provide support for better environmental 
governance by broadening stakeholder involvement in consultation on, and the 
implementation of, nature and biodiversity policy and legislation in the EU. It will also 
contribute to facilitate the implementation of Community environmental policy at local and 
regional level (Article 4.2 (d) and 4.3 (d) of Regulation (EC) No 614/2007). 
 
The conference will provide a new impetus for biodiversity protection going beyond the 2010 
target for halting/stopping biodiversity loss, which is a priority for the EU. 
 
The EU Member States will benefit from activities such as platforms, roundtable debates, 
workshops etc. at the WCC carried out by the IUCN Regional Office for Europe, which will 
allow the EU to promote and discuss its biodiversity agenda and provide opportunities to 
show-case the EU's achievements in biodiversity protection in particular the Natura 2000 
network, the work on invasive alien species, climate change and biodiversity as well as 
business and biodiversity.  
Furthermore, the Commission together with Germany is carrying out a very high profile study 
on the economic value of biodiversity. The World Conservation Congress will provide an 
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excellent forum to present the interim results of this work to a wider international audience. 
The EU will benefit from the debate which may provide valuable comments and guidance as 
regards further work. 
 
As well as promoting the European Union's internal biodiversity policy, the World 
Conservation Congress will provide a unique venue for disseminating information and 
increasing awareness of the EU policy with regard to international efforts to protect 
biodiversity. 
 

2.3.5 Expected results:  

 
Major stand alone event held on the Review on the Economics of Biodiversity Loss at the 
WCC, Barcelona, in October 2008 :  
-Enhanced awareness and understanding among IUCN membership of the Review. 
-Enhanced engagement of IUCN membership in the Review process. 
-Enhanced support among IUCN membership for the findings of the Review. 
 
Support to awareness and promotion of the implementation of Community environment 
policy and legislation related to nature and biodiversity such as the Habitats Directive EC 
92/43, the Birds Directive EC 79/409, NATURA 2000 and the European Commissions 
Communication of 2006 on "Halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010-and beyond" which 
includes an Action Plan containing more than 150 concrete and measurable action points.  
 
As regards the 2010 target to halt the loss of biodiversity, the World Conservation Congress 
will seek solutions within the great number of participants (governments, local and regional 
authorities, industry, NGOs etc) to achieve it. This will be a good opportunity to make the 
European efforts visible and to influence the process to halt the loss of biodiversity by 2010 
through the implementation of the EU Action Plan. The World Conservation Congress will 
also provide an opportunity to look beyond the 2010 target. 
 
The event will contribute to increased awareness and understanding of the EU policy with 
regard to the protection of biodiversity at an international level and the possibility to influence 
key decision makers from a wide range of EU and non-EU countries. 
 

2.3.6 Justification for proposing to award a grant without a call for proposals 

IUCN is organising a World Conservation Congress in the EU. 
 
IUCN, The World Conservation Union, is a unique organisation. Its members from some 140 
countries include 77 States, 114 government agencies, and 800-plus NGOs. IUCN’s mission 
is “to influence, encourage and assist societies throughout the world to conserve the integrity 
and diversity of nature and to ensure that any use of natural resources is equitable and 
ecologically sustainable. The World Conservation Congress takes place every four years and 
the meeting in Barcelona will bring together 8,000 to 10,000 participants. In contrast to other 
international events on biodiversity the IUCN WCC is unique in that this is not a government 
to government discussion with negotiated texts and conventions and protocols. The WCC 
brings together all those working on biodiversity protection in a context which allows 
focussed discussions and constructive outcomes and focuses on the achievement of practical 
results. 
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IUCN is thus in a de facto monopoly situation as referred to in Article 168(1)(c) of the 
Implementing Rules of the Financial Regulation. There is no other organisation that could 
organise an event of this scale with such an extensive participation of so many different 
countries and stakeholders. As the World Conservation Congress is taking place in Europe for 
the first time in over 20 years, IUCN-ROfE has the leading role in managing the event and 
making the implementation of the European environment policy and legislation visible 
through multiple communication activities at the WCC. 
 

2.3.7 Implementation: 

 

Maximum amount of grant (EUR)  € 250,000 

Finance rate (max) : Max 50 % co-financing of the eligible 
costs of the action 

Calendar for the award decision / 
concluding the agreement 

April 2008 
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2.4 Action grant to OECD – development of an indicator of eco-innovation in the EU 
Member States based on patent counts 

2.4.1 Beneficiary 

 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). 

2.4.2 Legal basis: 

Regulation (EC) No 614/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 May 2007 
concerning the Financial Instrument for the Environment (LIFE+) (OJ L 149 of 9 June 2007, 
p.1), and in particular article 5, paragraph 6. 

2.4.3 Budget amount:  € 150.000 

Budget line 07 03 07 - LIFE+ (Financial Instrument for the Environment — 2007 to 2013) 

2.4.4 Objective of the action/project: 

 
To develop a general indicator of eco-innovation in the EU Member States based on patent 
counts. A related and complementary objective is to further evaluate the ETAP National 
roadmaps, with regard to eco-innovation potential and the take-up of environmental 
technologies, taking into account previous indicator work. Both of these objectives are 
priorities of the Environmental Technologies Action Plan (announced in the recent report 
COM(2006)162). ETAP is a key priority under the recently adopted Sixth Environmental 
Action Programme implementation review and also under the LIFE + Programme. 
 

2.4.5 Expected results:  

 
Indicators can help assessing the capacity of a country to benefit from environment related 
innovation. Work on developing indicators for eco-innovation can provide the basis for 
setting measurable targets for eco-innovation and the uptake of environmental technologies in 
the EU. Eco-innovation important for both competitiveness and environmental protection. 
 
Indicator work is difficult in part due the fact that there is little comprehensive data . The 
Commission is supporting research projects in this area but results will not emerge for several 
years .The patent work can provide robust results quickly. Better knowledge can help decide 
on the allocation of EU funding for environmental technologies – e.g. through CIP and LIFE+ 
and also help the future development of legislation oriented towards promoting innovation. 
The setting of targets could further enhance in the longer term, the EU's share of eco-friendly 
products and technologies in the global market. 
 
Setting eco-innovation targets are likely to play an important role in the forthcoming Action 
Plan on Sustainable Consumption and Production, and the topic has been discussed with 
Member States in the context of ETAP, following Council recommendations to this effect of 
June 2007.   Having a body of work that can deliver tangible results in relatively short period 
of time is very important.  
 
Related to this is the fact that almost all Member States as well as Norway have completed 
roadmaps for implementing ETAP. These are available publicly and represent a significant 
body of knowledge on programmes, schemes, and examples of promising practice, in Member 
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States. An initial analysis of the roadmaps shows that a number of promising schemes are 
being put into place by Member States, and there is an opportunity to build on and learn from 
these across the EU particularly those that increase demand. A way of championing eco-
innovation policies will be put into place under the CIP Programme. Further analysis, taking 
eco-innovation indicator work into account and setting EU efforts against global 
developments (for which the OECD can readily offer) is very much needed as this can 
contribute to strategic development for ETAP and the creation of a multiplier effect across 
Europe. 
 
The expected results of the action will be a set of reports, including (1) case studies on the use 
of patent data for eco-innovation in areas of particular interest from EU policy point of view, 
notably climate change, waste and resource use, covering all EU member states; (2) a 
proposal on how patent-based eco-innovation indicators can be used; (3) an assessment of EU 
national ETAP roadmaps in comparison with non-EU OECD countries, where possible linked 
to the indicator work. 
 

2.4.6 Justification for proposing to award a grant without a call for proposals 

 
In order to support its efforts to measure technological innovation in OECD countries the 
OECD secretariat (Economic Analysis and Statistics Division) has developed a harmonised 
patent data base bringing together patent files from North America, Europe and Japan. This 
database, the OECD Triadic Patent Family database, is unique and is not publicly available. It 
allows for empirical analysis of innovation trends across a wide cross section of the OECD 
with a time series stretching back 20 years. 
 
On the basis of this database the OECD has developed several general indicators of the 
innovation capacity of OECD economies and recently undertook three case studies 
(renewable energies, wastewater treatment from pulp and paper, motor vehicle emissions) to 
analyse environmental innovations using patent data. For this work it was also necessary to 
make use of a commercial patent data base (Delphion) combined with the OECD database. 
The OECD secretariat has support from the Environment Policy Committee to continue and 
expand the work on eco-innovation indicators to cover other sectors. Support from the 
Commission would make it possible to expand the analysis into other sectors that particularly 
interest the EU from a policy point of view – climate change, waste and resource use and in 
particular to ensure that all EU Member States are covered in this work – i.e. the new EU 
Member States that are not part of OECD. Undertaking the work without assistance of the 
OECD would at least require to rebuild another database similar to the Triadic Patent Family 
database, which would require much more time and resources.  
 
As regards work on the ETAP National Roadmaps, the OECD has the additional advantage of 
having access to world-wide statistics and data (North America, Japan, etc) and so can set 
ETAP Developments in the international context, as is increasingly becoming necessary. 
Because of its work on indicators, OECD is in a unique position to explore possible 
correlations between the roadmaps and country/sector specific indicators of eco-innovation 
with a view to contribute to the development of methodologies for the assessment and 
comparison of the effectiveness of national eco-innovation policies in the EU and beyond. 
 
It is therefore considered that a grant can be awarded to OECD in accordance with article 
168(1)(f) of the Implementing Rules to the Financial Regulation, in view of the specific 
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characteristics of the action, OECD is best placed to carry out the required activities, in view 
of its technical competence, its high degree of specialisation and the value of reference of its 
work at international level. 
 

2.4.7 Implementation: 

 

Maximum amount of grant (EUR)  € 150.000 

Finance rate (max) : Max 50 % co-financing of the eligible 
costs of the action 

Calendar for the award decision / 
concluding the agreement 

April 2008 
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2.5 Action grant to OECD – Project on Sustainable Materials Management (SMM) 

2.5.1 Beneficiary 

 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). 

2.5.2 Legal basis: 

Regulation (EC) No 614/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 May 2007 
concerning the Financial Instrument for the Environment (LIFE+) (OJ L 149 of 9 June 2007, 
p.1), and in particular article 5, paragraph 6. 

2.5.3 Budget amount:  € 150.000 

Budget line 07 03 07 - LIFE+ (Financial Instrument for the Environment — 2007 to 2013) 

2.5.4 Objective of the action/project: 

The extraction, harvesting, transportation, conversion, use, and disposal of materials results in 
significant problems for the environment, not the least of which is the generation of waste. 
For several years, the OECD has been working to minimise waste generation and to manage 
waste residues in a more environmentally sound manner. This earlier work has demonstrated 
that waste minimisation policies which address only end-of-life products and materials will 
not be effective in reducing the wastes associated with increasing levels of economic activity. 
An integrated (total life-cycle) approach towards Sustainable Materials Management (SMM) 
is therefore needed.  
The OECD Project on Sustainable Materials Management (SMM) aims to develop and spread 
improved understanding on the principles of and implementation of best practices towards 
SMM. This objective will clearly complement and strengthen the work of DG-Environment in 
the areas of Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) as well as the Thematic 
Strategies on:  
(i) Waste Prevention and Recycling (COM(2005)666), and  
(ii) Sustainable Use of Natural Resources (COM(2005)670), 
particularly as this relates to the support and improvement of resource efficiency, which is an 
important aspect of sustainable development. The OECD's project will enhance the 
organisation's on-going work to provide a set of guidelines on optimal ways of implementing 
resource efficiency at national levels. The implementation of the forthcoming Community 
SCP Action Plan, in all EU Member States, will benefit from the knowledge base of the SMM 
activities related to resource efficiency. The Action Plan will draw inspiration from work 
related to benchmarking and indicator development within the frame of SMM.  
 
This project will have a clear added value for all EU Member States, as it will enhance the 
development of their national programmes to foster the objectives of in particular the 
Thematic Strategies on Resources and Waste and of the SCP action plan. The analysis in all 
OECD countries of the principles, the implementation, and best practices of SMM will give 
very concrete and useful elements that all EU Member States can use to initiate and establish 
these national programmes. 
 
The proposed action includes: 

• Further analysis of the private sector initiatives in order to identify barriers to SMM 
and establish mechanisms to reduce these barriers, in order to improve overall 
material efficiency, and to implement good SMM practices; 
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• Further analysis of initiatives taken by international organisations towards SMM in 
order to identify synergies and possible partnerships;  

• Further analysis of OECD member country initiatives towards SMM, in order to 
support their future development of SMM activities; 

• Organisation of a third SMM Workshop and/or Working Group on Waste Prevention 
and Recycling meeting in 2009, in order to peer review the studies and make 
informed decisions on next steps in this work area. 

 
Supporting the work of the aforementioned actions is consistent with the priorities of the 
‘Sixth Environmental Action Programme’ to provide the environmental component of the 
Community's strategy for sustainable development.  
 

2.5.5 Expected results:  

 
The outputs of the proposed action will include: 

• Workshops and technical analysis aimed at the above objectives. These initiatives 
will focus on both the public and private sectors;   

• These workshops and technical analysis will be aimed at improving SMM practices 
in OECD countries  

• A first workshop/meeting to be organised under this action to be held in 2009.  
 
The actions are overseen by a Steering Group involving major OECD countries and the EC. 
The European Commission has previously chaired this Group. All deliverables are peer 
reviewed by the Working Group on Waste Prevention and Recycling before publication.  
 
The work to be undertaken by OECD is directly compatible with the EU Sustainable 
Development Strategy (SDS) which identifies Sustainable Consumption and Production 
(SCP) as one of the key challenges to be addressed in the context of the EU's long-standing 
commitment to meet the challenges of sustainable development. More specifically:  

• This project focuses on expanding knowledge of good practice on SMM;  
• It also directly supports implementation of the European Commission Thematic 

Strategies on the Sustainable Use of Natural Resources and on the Prevention and 
Recycling of Waste.  

• By focusing on the environmental effects of resource management decision, the 
project also contributes to the EU Water initiative and the EU Marine Strategy.  

• It will promote enhanced coherence between waste management and resource 
development policies; and  

• It will strengthen international environmental governance and policy development, 
including, as appropriate, work carried out by the UNEP International Panel on 
Sustainable Resource Management.  

2.5.6 Justification for proposing to award a grant without a call for proposals 

OECD has been one of the world's largest and most reliable supplier of statistics, economic 
and social data for more that 40 years. It monitors trends, performs forecasts in developments 
and researches evolving patterns in many different areas including the environment. The 
Organisation provides a setting where governments compare policy experiences and identify 
good practices. One of the world's largest publishers in the field of public policy, OECD 
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provides with its publications a prime vehicle for disseminating reliable information of 
outstanding quality. Much of the technical output of the organisation is considered to be the 
standard reference work for governments, professionals and academics.  
 
The technical competence of the OECD organisation and in particular its initiative to bring 
together various international actions on the topic of sustainability, as well as its unique role 
to facilitate the co-ordination of the work of the G8 Summits justify the award of a grant to 
this organisation without a call for proposals, in accordance with article 168(1)f of the 
Implementing rules to the Financial Regulation. 
 

2.5.7 Implementation: 

 

Maximum amount of grant (EUR)  € 150.000 

Finance rate (max) : Max 50 % co-financing of the eligible 
costs of the action 

Calendar for the award decision / 
concluding the agreement 

June 2008 
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2.6 Action grant to OECD – promotion of the use of Quantitative Structure Activity 
Relationship (QSAR) models and their integration into different regulatory 
frameworks. 

2.6.1 Beneficiary 

 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). 

2.6.2 Legal basis: 

Regulation (EC) No 614/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 May 2007 
concerning the Financial Instrument for the Environment (LIFE+) (OJ L 149 of 9 June 2007, 
p.1), and in particular article 5, paragraph 6. 

2.6.3 Budget amount:  € 500.000 

Budget line 07 03 07 - LIFE+ (Financial Instrument for the Environment — 2007 to 2013) 

2.6.4 Objective of the action/project: 

To promote the use of Quantitative Structure Activity Relationship (QSAR) models and their 
integration into different regulatory frameworks; to develop standard chemical categories; to 
support further work on harmonisation of test guidelines for chemicals; to co-operate in risk 
assessments of existing substances. 
 
Overall, the work being undertaken by OECD will facilitate the work of classification and 
labelling and risk assessment of Chemicals, reduce unnecessary testing and reduce the number 
of animals used in testing. This will directly contribute to implementation of REACH, of the 
EU legislation on classification and labelling of dangerous substances and preparations, of the 
cosmetics Directive and of the Directive on the protection of laboratory animals. As an 
example, Member States, responsible for evaluation of registration dossiers under REACH, 
will be able to use the QSAR tools developed to accelerate their work. Data on chemicals 
submitted under REACH to the European Chemicals Agency may also be submitted to other 
regulatory programmes such as the OECD High Production Volume Chemicals Programme. 
Test results derived from the use of categories and/or QSAR models could thus be used, for 
example, in USA, Canada and Switzerland. 
 

2.6.5 Expected results:  

 
The expected results of the action are : 
 
1) Development of the QSAR Application Toolbox (2nd phase) 
 
(Quantitative) Structure-Activity Relationships [(Q)SARs] are a promising tool for obtaining 
information on the safety of chemicals with reduced cost and use of experimental animals. 
The OECD programme to promote further regulatory acceptance of (Q)SARs and develop a 
regulatory decision support system started in 2003. The first version of the (Q)SAR 
Application Toolbox will be released in 2008. This version of the OECD QSAR Application 
Toolbox (proof-of-concept version) has demonstrated that QSAR methodologies can be used 
to group chemicals in chemical categories and to use read-across and trend-analysis to fill 
data gaps. During the 2008-2011 period, the second version of the Toolbox will be developed.  
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The main objectives of the second version will be to:  
- expand the categorisation mechanisms so as to cover a wider spectrum of chemicals and 
regulatory endpoints;  
- gather and include databases of experimental results covering a wide spectrum of chemicals 
and regulatory endpoints, so as to allow read-across and trend analysis within chemical 
categories 
- remove IT hurdles for communicating with other IT tools, e.g. eChemPortal (see below)  
- gather and include external (Q)SAR models  
- develop training material  
 
The development of chemical categories that have been scientifically validated will be of 
major benefit to European industries who will be able to make use of the provisions of 
REACH to extrapolate test results thereby reducing cost and animal testing. In addition, 
European cosmetic industries could also use the QSAR Application Toolbox to comply with 
the ban of animal testing for cosmetic products as defined by the Cosmetics Directive. 
European cosmetic industries will be able to provide reliable information on the hazardous 
properties of substances used in their products without performing animal testing. The use of 
such an approach or tool could also be recognised in the future by other EU legislations like 
the one on biocides or phytopharmaceutical products. 
 
 
2) Test Guidelines  
 
Projects for the development of a number of Test Guidelines for alternative methods (in vitro 
test methods or methods using fewer animals) are included in the work plan of the Test 
Guidelines Programme. The grant will be used to assist in the development of one or several 
of the following Test Guidelines:  
- Acute Dermal Toxicity (Fixed Dose Procedure), which could be used as a replacement of 
the current Test Guideline on acute dermal toxicity; 
- Life stage F1-extended one generation reproductive toxicity test (this Test Guideline is 
expected to be used as a replacement for the 2 generation reproduction test in the EU for 
REACH implementation); 
- Fish Embryo Toxicity test that could used as a replacement for the in vivo acute fish toxicity 
test;  
- Receptor Binding, Steroidogenesis, and Stably Transfected Transcriptional Activation 
assays for endocrine disrupters;  
- In vitro Sirian Hamster Embryo and Balb c/3T3 Cell Transformation Assays.  
 
3) Existing Substances  
 
The work in this area focuses on assisting member countries and their industries to share the 
work of data gathering on, and testing and assessment of those chemicals which have the 
highest potential for exposure to humans and the environment. OECD produces agreed initial 
hazard assessments of High Production Volume (HPV) chemicals based on a Screening 
Information Data Set (SIDS), drawing conclusions on their effects and exposures and making 
recommendations regarding the need for further work. The objective for the coming years is 
to collect data and test 100 to 150 further HPV chemicals per year and to co-operatively 
assess 100 to 150 chemicals per year. Under the EU REACH Regulation that will enter into 
operation in June 2008, the Competent Authorities of Member States will evaluate substances 
that are on the Community rolling action plan. In the early days of REACH, it is highly 
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probable that these substances will be of high volume, since the first registration deadline 
under REACH targets substances manufactured or imported in quantities of 1.000 tonnes or 
more per year. Thus EU Member States will benefit directly by being able to re-use the work 
done under the OECD voluntary programme to satisfy their obligations under REACH. It 
could be added that Industry could largely base their registration dossiers under REACH on 
the hazard assessments performed at the OECD.  
 
 
4) Development of the Global Portal to Information on Chemical Substances (2nd version) 
 
A first version of the Global Portal to Information on Chemical Substances (eChemPortal) 
was released in 2007. The eChemPortal offers free public access to information on properties 
of chemicals and allows for simultaneous search of multiple databases. By the end of 2007, 
eight databases or document collections were participating in this project. Additional 
participation in eChemPortal will be encouraged, so as to significantly increase the number of 
databases or record collections included. Participation will also be extended to databases and 
record collections concerning new chemicals, pesticides and biocides. 
 
The first version of eChemPortal has only very limited query capabilities. Therefore, the 
development of a second version with increased query capabilities as well as improved 
maintenance procedures will be developed. The second version will allow for queries on 
specific properties of chemicals simultaneously in all participating databases and will 
implement an automatic updating and maintenance procedure through a web services 
architecture. In a pilot phase the databases elaborated by the US-EPA and the European 
Commission for their national/regional chemicals programmes will be linked to the Portal. 
The databases of other countries will be linked to the portal at a later stage. 
 

2.6.6 Justification for proposing to award a grant without a call for proposals 

 
The OECD is the internationally recognised body for developing and validating test methods 
and protocols for testing chemicals. Through committee procedure, they become applicable 
EU law under REACH and other chemicals regulations. This ensures that the methods are 
recognised and used in the EU, and that EU producers do not have to duplicate their tests in 
order to export their products. Practically all test for chemicals required by Community 
legislation use OECD test methods. 
 
In November 2004, the OECD member countries agreed on the principles for validating 
(quantitative) structure-activity relationships (Q)SAR models for their use in regulatory 
assessment of chemicals safety. The agreed principles were developed, based on the first-year 
activity of the Ad-hoc group set up by the OECD, where experts applied proposed validation 
principles to a number of (Q)SAR models to evaluate their applicability. In 2006 and 2007, 
the OECD continued to sponsor work on QSARs and develop a prototype QSAR toolbox. 
 
Only the OECD is in a position to build on this work, having the required international 
standing, necessary structure and network of experts in place. OECD is thus in a de facto 
monopoly situation as referred to in Article 168(1)(c) of the Implementing Rules of the 
Financial Regulation. 
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2.6.7 Implementation: 

 

Maximum amount of grant (EUR)  € 500.000 

Finance rate (max) : Max 50 % co-financing of the eligible 
costs of the action 

Calendar for the award decision / 
concluding the agreement 

May 2008 
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2.7 Action grant to OECD – Working Party (WP) on nanomaterials. 

2.7.1 Beneficiary 

 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). 

2.7.2 Legal basis: 

Regulation (EC) No 614/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 May 2007 
concerning the Financial Instrument for the Environment (LIFE+) (OJ L 149 of 9 June 2007, 
p.1), and in particular article 5, paragraph 6. 

2.7.3 Budget amount:  € 50.000 

Budget line 07 03 07 - LIFE+ (Financial Instrument for the Environment — 2007 to 2013) 

2.7.4 Objective of the action/project: 

The Environment, Health and Safety division of OECD is providing the secretariat for the 
Working Party (WP) on nanomaterials. The work of this Working Party is very important for 
European Community regulations, particularly REACH, to manage the safety of 
nanomaterials. The objective of the action is to contribute to a project initiated by the 
Working Party to review the OECD guidelines for the testing of chemicals with regard to their 
applicability to nanomaterials. 
 

2.7.5 Expected results:  

 
The work being undertaken by the OECD Working Party will contribute to the 
implementation, updating and development of Community environment policy by decreasing 
the knowledge gap on nanomaterials. The project will help to carry out actions identified in 
chapters 6 and 7 of the Communication 'Nanosciences and nanotechnologies: an action plan 
for Europe 2005-2009' and in the review of the applicability of EU regulations in preparation 
by the Commission. Information on the applicability of the test guidelines for nanomaterials 
and guidance for improvement or development of new guidelines is important for the 
implementation of the EU's chemicals policy, as the test guidelines form the basis for 
information gathering on chemicals and nanomaterials and for the risk assessment and risk 
management based on that information. 
 
The work is directly of benefit for the implementation of EU chemicals policy by the 
European Commission, the European Chemicals Agency and the EU Member States. The 
OECD work has by its nature (EU) trans-boundary effects, including the EU Member States 
currently not being member of the OECD. 

2.7.6 Justification for proposing to award a grant without a call for proposals 

 
The OECD is the internationally recognised body for developing and validating test methods 
and protocols for testing chemicals. Through committee procedure, they become applicable 
EU law under REACH and other chemicals regulations This ensures that the methods are 
recognised and used in the EU, and that EU producers do not have to duplicate their tests in 
order to export their products. Practically all test for chemicals required by Community 
legislation use OECD test methods. 
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In 2006, the OECD established a programme on the safety of Manufactured nanomaterials (cf. 
Decision of the OECD Council approved at its 1139th session held on 14 September 2006 
C(2006)104 and C/M(2006)13), following a recommendation by the Chemicals Committee 
(ENV/JM/M(2006)1). 
 
Because the OECD has been the body for development of test methods over the past decades 
and the OECD test guidelines have been implemented in EU legislation,the OECD is the only 
organisation that has the authority to build on this work, having the required international 
standing the necessary structure and network of experts in place. The OECD is thus in a de 
facto monopoly situation as referred to in Article 168(1)(c) of the Implementing Rules of the 
Financial Regulation. 
 

2.7.7 Implementation: 

 

Maximum amount of grant (EUR)  € 50.000 

Finance rate (max) : Max 50 % co-financing of the eligible 
costs of the action 

Calendar for the award decision / 
concluding the agreement 

April 2008 
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