
Barcelona Convention
A cornerstone of efforts to protect the Mediterranean environment is the
Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal
Region of the Mediterranean. It is a regional framework treaty signed by the
21 Mediterranean coastal states (all except the Palestinian Authority) and the
European Community, under the auspices of the United Nations Environment
Programme. The Convention aims to eliminate pollution in the Mediterranean
Sea and promote sustainable development in the Mediterranean region. The
Contracting Parties pledge to take appropriate measures to pursue the
protection of the marine environment and the natural resources of the
Mediterranean Sea area, with due respect for principles such as polluter pays
and precaution, and using instruments including Environmental Impact
Assessment, co-operation between neighbouring countries and integrated
coastal zone management. Six specific protocols cover subjects such as land-
based sources of pollution, biodiversity and marine emergencies. The
Convention and its protocols are implemented through the Mediterranean
Action Plan (MAP) based in Athens, and several thematic Regional Activities
Centres located throughout the region. The European Union promotes the full
implementation of the Barcelona Convention by all Parties in the region.

The Convention was strengthened and broadened in the mid 1990s to reflect
the emergence of sustainable development policies. The MAP system now
includes the Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development
(MCSD), which has recently elaborated a new Mediterranean Strategy for
Sustainable Development (MSSD). The Strategy was approved by the
Conference of the Parties in Slovenia in November 2005.

In recognition of the importance of close cooperation between the European
Commission and the MAP secretariat, a joint work programme has been
developed.

In jointly proposing our environmental strategy for cooperation with the EU's
Euro-Mediterranean partners, Environment Commissioner Dimas and External
Relations Commissioner Ferrero-Waldner underlined the importance we attach
to working with our neighbours to solve our shared environmental problems.
We at the Commission can't solve all of the region's problems alone - but we are
ready to use what resources we have to join with our neighbours to protect our
common heritage.

M. P. Carl
Director General, Environment 
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Horizon 2020: a new start
A key pillar of the strategy is 'Horizon 2020', an initiative to tackle the top
sources of Mediterranean pollution by the year 2020 that was endorsed by
leaders of Euro-Mediterranean (Euro-Med) countries at the 10th
Anniversary Euro-Med Summit in Barcelona last year.The Commission is
building a coalition of partners to implement the initiative.

The Mediterranean strategy fleshes out the detail of Horizon 2020,
grouping planned activities under four headings:

� Projects to reduce the most significant sources of pollution.The initial
focus will be on industrial emissions, municipal waste and urban waste
water, which are responsible for up to 80% of Mediterranean Sea
pollution.

� Capacity-building measures to help neighbouring countries create
national environmental administrations that are able to develop and
police environmental laws.

� Using the Commission's research budget to develop greater knowledge
of environmental issues relevant to the Mediterranean and ensure this is
shared.

� Developing indicators to monitor the success of Horizon 2020.

Horizon 2020 Timetable
The strategy proposed a timetable of actions for the phase of Horizon 2020.
With the strong support of the Finnish EU presidency, during the second
half of 2006 all partners were consulted on the proposed timetable leading
to its endorsement at the gathering of Euro-Med Environment Ministers
held in Cairo in November 2006.This was the first Euro-Med environment
ministerial held outside the EU.With this timetable the Euro-Mediterranean
Partnership now has a concrete set of milestones to guide it towards a
cleaner Mediterranean for our children.

Information on European Commission relations with Mediterranean
neighbouring countries as well as copies of the Communication are
available at:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/enlarg/med/index.htm 
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A worsening Mediterranean environment
The Mediterranean is the largest European sea, shared by 427 million
people living in the 22 countries and territories around it and visited
by some 175 million more every year. Their well-being depends upon
the health of its environment. But despite nearly 30 years of
international efforts to protect the sea, the Mediterranean remains
fragile and continues to deteriorate as environmental pressures
increase.
These pressures include pollution from industry, shipping and
households as well as the loss of open areas and the destruction of
coastal ecosystems like forests to make way for construction. On
current projections, 50% of the Mediterranean coastline may be built
up by 2025. Overall, environmental degradation is estimated to be
costing the equivalent of more than 3% of gross domestic product
each year in some North African countries.

While the environmental challenges are well known and solutions
exist, the effectiveness of international action to date has been
hampered by lack of finance, the low political priority given to
environmental protection in many countries, limited public aware-
ness and weak institutional cooperation.

Thirty years of cooperation 
Over the last thirty years many longstanding environmental initiatives
and organisations have identified the causes of the problems. They
have also developed strategies and actions for their solution but
these strategies often remain unimplemented - gathering dust in the
archives. One obvious reason is the lack of financial resources to put in
place these solutions but this is not the only reason. In many partner
countries environment is considered a low political priority and the
limited level of integration between environment, economics and the
social dimension continues to inhibit sustainable development. A lack
of inclusive environmental governance and limited public awareness
of environment issues aggravate the situation.
Furthermore, poor cooperation between the various actors from local
to international level has diluted the effectiveness of international
assistance. There is no shortage of institutions and organisations
working on the environment problems of the Mediterranean but there
is a need for better cooperation and coordination between them.

These problems along with the continuing pollution from various
sources underline the need for a coherent strategy to address both
individual events and long-term environmental issues in the
Mediterranean region. As European Environment Commissioner
Dimas recently underlined:
"Inaction is not an option if the economic development of the
Mediterranean and the health of its people are to be protected."  

A European Commission strategy 
With all this in mind the European Commission recently adopted a
Communication* establishing an environment strategy for the
Mediterranean.
The environmental needs of the Mediterranean far outweigh the
means currently available to deal with them. Consequently inter-

national organisations, the donor community and above all the
countries around the sea will need to make significant additional and
coordinated efforts if a cleaner Mediterranean is to be achieved. The
Commission intends to concentrate its own efforts and limited
resources in areas where it can bring clear added value and the
strategy outlines the structure of this approach.

The strategy's key aims are to:
� Reduce pollution levels across the region
� Promote sustainable use of the sea and its coastline
� Encourage neighbouring countries to cooperate on

environmental issues 
� Assist partner countries in developing effective institutions and

policies to protect the environment
� Involve NGOs and the public in environmental decisions affecting

them
In line with the European Neighbourhood Policy and the Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership, these aims will be achieved through four
means: financial assistance from existing and already planned EU aid
programmes;strengthened dialogue with the region's representatives;
improved coordination with other organisations and partners; and
sharing of EU experience in dealing with the problems of the
Mediterranean and other regions. The strategy supports the broader
EU Maritime Policy (and its environmental pillar the EU Marine
Strategy) that is being developed.

* Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament Establishing an Environment
Strategy for the Mediterranean  COM(2006) 475 final - 5 September 2006
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