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2013 Agenda  

4 - 7 June: Green Week Conference 2013 – Cleaner air for all, Brussels, Belgium 
17 June: EU Ecolabel Competent Body Forum, Brussels, Belgium 
18 - 19 June: European Union Ecolabelling Board Meeting, Brussels, Belgium 
18 - 20 June: ECOSUD 2013: 9th International Conference on Ecosystems and Sustainable Development, Bucharest, Romania 

On 9 April, the European Commission adopted 
the Communication Building the Single Market 
for Green Products. The Communication intro-
duces EU-wide methods of measurement for 

companies to assess the life cycle environmental impact of 
their products and organisation.  
 
Today, a plethora of public and private initiatives exist, us-
ing different methods for measuring environmental per-
formance. For companies present on several markets, the 
cost of providing environmental information climbs up 
quickly. The complex variety of environmental information 
and certifications confuses 48% of European consumers 
(according to the latest Eurobarometer on Green Products).  
 
Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik explained, "To 
boost sustainable growth, we need to make sure that the 
most resource-efficient and environmentally-friendly prod-
ucts on the market are known and recognisable. By giving 
people reliable and comparable information about the envi-
ronmental impacts and credentials of products and organi-
sations, we enable them to choose. And by helping compa-
nies to align their methods we cut their costs and adminis-
trative burdens." 
 
 
 
 

The proposal presents two methods to measure the envi-
ronmental performance of a product or organisation 
throughout its lifecycle using two methods, the Product En-
vironmental Footprint (PEF) and the Organisation Environ-
mental Footprint (OEF).  These methods were prepared by 
the EC’s Joint Research Centre, based on Life Cycle Assess-
ment. This allows them to cover a wide range of environ-
mental impacts (and improvement opportunities) from ex-
traction to disposal of the product.  
The Communication is accompanied by a Commission Rec-
ommendation promoting the use of the PEF and OEF meth-
ods. It recommends Member States, companies, private 
organisations and the financial community to use these 
methods voluntarily to support strategic decisions and to 
communicate environmental performance.  
 
Now that the proposals have been adopted, implementa-
tion starts with the launch of a three year testing period. 
Companies, industrial organisations and other stakeholders 
are invited to lead or participate in the development of 
product group specific and sector specific rules. The dead-
line for applications is the 26th of July.  
Read more on the website  
 
Following this testing period, critical evaluation of the re-
sults will be carried out, and only then a decision will be 
made on further policy applications for PEF and OEF. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-310_en.htm
http://whattheythink.com/news/63679-international-paper-secures-eu-eco-label-status-hp-everyday-paper-range/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/msolska/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/B0LXCG77/Green%20Week%20Conference%202013%20Cleaner%20air%20for%20all
http://www.wessex.ac.uk/13-conferences/ecosud-2013.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/smgp/


 

 

 

 International Paper Secures EU Ecolabel Status for its HP Everyday Paper Range 

International paper, headquartered in Memphis, Tennesse 
USA, is a global leader in packaging and paper with manu-
facturing operations in North America, Europe, Latin Amer-
ica, Russia, Asia and North Africa. Their products include 
industrial and consumer packaging and uncoated papers. 
They have the global exclusive agreement on manufactur-
ing HP Everyday Papers range, a range of printing paper 
designed by HP, a global leader in manufacturing com-
puters and printers.  
 
International Paper recently demonstrated their commit-
ment to environmental sustainability by attaining the EU 
Ecolabel for their HP Everyday Papers range. 
 
The EU Ecolabel is an addition to HP Everyday Papers mul-
tiple environmental accreditations including the Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) ® and Programme for the En-
dorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) Chain of Custody 
schemes, guaranteeing that a product is made from sus-
tainably managed forests. The obtaining of the EU Ecolabel 

by International Paper was made possible with the help of the 
French certification body, AFNOR (French Competent body). 
According to International Paper, the EU Ecolabel has helped 
them in making their products more globally identified as the 
most environmentally friendly of their category. Mike Rober-
ston, UK and Ireland Country Manager, says, “Having the Eco-
label Flower logo in the HP Everyday Papers range allows us 
to demonstrate how seriously International Paper takes our 
commitment to the environment”. 
 
As part of the criteria to achieve the EU Ecolabel International 
Paper and its manufacturers had to meet a wide range of en-
vironmental and sustainable requirements. These included 
showing the origin of all fibres as well as demonstrate that 
10% of fibres are sourced from certified sustainably managed 
forests. The criteria limit emissions released into water and 
air as well as limit the use of energy, fossil fuels and hazard-
ous substances. 
 
International Paper strived to make their products sustain-
able and took a Life Cycle Assessment approach towards at-
taining this goal. From the packaging to the origin of its raw 
materials, their efforts have been noted and merited by the 
EU Ecolabel. 

Agenda of Events 

4 – 7 June 2013, The Egg Conference centre, Brussels, Belgium 
Green Week Conference 2013 “Cleaner air for all”  
The biggest annual conference on European environment policy. This year's theme is Air quality. 
 
17 June 2013, DG Environment Building, Brussels, Belgium  
Competent Body Forum  
Independent and impartial organisations designated by Member States, Competent Bodies are responsible for implementing the EU Eco-
label scheme at the national level. They meet three times a year in Brussels to exchange experiences and ensure a consistent implementa-
tion of the EU Ecolabel scheme in different countries. The next meeting will take place on 17 June. 
 
18-19 June 2013, Brussels, Belgium 
European Union Ecolabelling Board (EUEB) Meeting 
Composed from Competent bodies and various European organisations, the EUEB contributes to the development and revision of EU Eco-
label criteria and to any review of the implementation of the EU Ecolabel scheme. It also provides the European Commission with advice 
and assistance in these areas and, in particular, issues recommendations on minimum environmental performance requirements. 
 
18th – 20th June 2013, Intercontinental Hotel, Bucharest, Romania 
ECOSUD 2013: 9th International Conference on Ecosystems and Sustainable Development  
The aim of the conference is to encourage and facilitate interdisciplinary communication between scientists, engineers, economists and 

professionals working in ecological systems and sustainable development. 

Contact and subscription 

Click HERE to subscribe or unsubscribe to the EU Ecolabel News Alert.  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/greenweek/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/who-does-what.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/who-does-what.html
http://www.wessex.ac.uk/13-conferences/ecosud-2013.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/news/newsletter_en.htm

