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The new EU Ecolabel criteria for computers were published in the Official Journal of 

the European Union on 6 June 2011.  
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New criteria for Personal Computers have been published 

The new EU Ecolabel criteria for 

personal computers were published in 

the Official Journal of the European 

Union on 6 June 2011. They are valid for 

three years. They apply to portable 

computers, as well as tablet PCs with 

touch-sensitive screens.  

Computers are one of the most popular 

consumer goods. There is no doubt that 

having an EU Ecolabel for this product 

category will improve the EU Ecolabel 

visibility and reputation. 

According to the criteria document, 

“these criteria aim in particular at 

promoting the reduct ion of 

environmental damage or risks related 

to the use of energy (global warming, 

acidification, depletion of non-

renewable resources) by reducing 

energy consumption.”  The document 

details 14 criteria, which cover all 

aspects of the product life cycle. They 

aim at reducing the environmental 

impact both at the design and 

manufacturing stages, and in daily use.  

Energy savings are one of the most 

important aspects of the new criteria 

document. According to criterion 2, 

Computers should be delivered with 

default settings of 10 minutes to screen 

off, and 30 minutes to computer sleep. 

The Ethernet connection should have 

the capability of being turned off when 

not in use.  

The criteria document also gives major 

importance to recycling. According to 

criterion 13, cardboard packaging should 

be made of at least 80% recycled 

materials, and plastic bags of at least 75% 

recycled materials or they should be 

biodegradable. Even the computer itself 

has its own criteria:  according to 

criterion 8, “a minimum of 10% of the 

external plastic case of the system unit, 

monitor and keyboard should have a post

-consumer recycled content”. 

It also stresses the importance of user 

reparability: the computer should be 

designed to be easily disassembled and 

dismantled. Criterion 12 highlights the 

objective of lifetime extension that the 

EU Ecolabel sets for computers: they 

should be designed so that major 

components can be changed easily, and 

that the possibility exists to upgrade 

memory and connect the computer to 

external devices through at least 3 USB 

ports.  

The criteria intend to encourage the 

implementation of best practice and 

enhance consumers’ environmental 

awareness. They set up truly ambitious 

targets, since most companies are now 

trying to make more and more compact 

computers where it is not possible for 

consumers to change any part 

themselves. Tablet PCs for example often 

have a minimal number of USB ports. 

With such ambitious targets, the EU 

Ecolabel should be very helpful for 

consumers to choose their computers. 

For further details, please consult the 

criteria document online here. 

A series of 12 EU Ecolabel workshops 

that took place in the new EU-12 

Member States over the last four 

months concluded in June 2011. The 

‘workshop tour’ started in Bucharest mid

-March, and moved on through Prague 

(Czech republic), Nicosia (Cyprus), 

Warsaw (Poland), Tallinn (Estonia), 

Kaunas (Lithuania), Skalica (Slovakia), 

Sofia (Bulgaria) and Valletta (Malta). The 

last three workshops were held in Riga 

(Latvia), Budapest (Hungary) and 

Ljubljana (Slovenia).  

The main target of the ’EU Ecolabel 

workshops project’ was capacity building 

on the EU Ecolabel and improvement of 

cooperation between countries. It also 

aimed at attracting applicants and 

establishing a support platform for the 

exchange of ideas, information and 

useful materials towards the promotion 

of the EU Ecolabel scheme amongst key 

stakeholders.  

The quality standard of the workshops 

was very high with well-prepared 

agendas, content, speakers, presenters 

and practicalities such as venue 

selection, translating facilities and 

material availability. Some of the 

workshops focused on specific product 

groups, specific target groups, and 

others on a strategic mix of stakeholders. 

The results from all of the workshops 

have been outstanding in terms of 

gaining experience, raising awareness 

amongst stakeholders and industry 

representatives, as well as attracting 

licence applicants. The 12 workshops 

gathered a total of 505 participants. All 

participating Competent Bodies (CB) 

EU12 Ecolabel Workshops: Final outcome 

were satisfied and showed determination 

to continue their work and activities to 

promote the EU Ecolabel. 

Prior to these workshops, a very 

professional two-day ‘Strategy & Training 

Workshop’ for all Competent Bodies 

involved was organised in Vienna in 

October 2010. All workshops were 

designed, prepared and performed by a 

very engaged Competent Body staff, 

while the project team focused on 

coaching and assisting the CB staff and 

provided support, including 25 expert 

presentations.  

Finally, a key tool for the cooperation and 

communication was the project online 

platform. All information, master 

material, agendas, presentations, 

photographs and videos from each 

national workshop were uploaded there. 

The platform provides a complete and 

accurate documentation of the whole 

project and all workshops. You can access 

it at http://www.euecolabel.eu 

27 June – 1 July, the INSPIRE Conference 2011 organised by the European 

Commission, based on the EU 2020 Strategy of Smart, Sustainable and inclusive 

growth, will take place in Edinburgh, Scotland. Further information is available here. 

Until 2 September, licence holders can submit their application for the EU Ecolabel 

Communication Award 2011. The award aims at recognising holders with 

outstanding achievement in increasing public awareness and knowledge of the EU 

Ecolabel through their promotional campaigns. Further information is available here. 
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Riga, 7 June 

Budapest, 10 June: EU Ecolabel 

Awarding ceremony at the workshop 

Ljubljana, 14 June 

 
Facts and figures 

 

13 welcome speeches by national pol-
icy makers 

64 expert presentations 

8 working groups and 8 plenary discus-
sions 

4 of the 12 workshops organised in 
close cooperation with industry asso-
ciations 

One organised with a university 

Two very successful workshops fo-
cused on one product group only 

Main topics: ecolabelling in general, 
marketing, Green Public Procurement 
(GPP), best practice examples and 
product groups  (Textiles, Tourist ac-
commodation services, cleaners and 
paints) 

Two Competent Bodies arranged li-
cence awards at the workshop    
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