
Mr Unge is assisted by two Vice-Presidents, Ms 
Carla Pinto representing Portugal, and Mr Daniel 
Hajek representing the Czech Republic.
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In this issue In this edition of the Flower News, Ragnar Unge, President 
of the European Union Ecolabelling Board, talks about its 
projects to develop ecolabelling in the EU.
Also in this issue: a report on the complementarities 
between the EU Ecolabel and GPP, news on the British 

CB’s speech at the Textile Symposium in Turkey, the 
activities of the Catalonian CB in Spain promoting 
sustainable tourism, and news from the EU12 Workshops 
being held across Europe. “On the web” displays the new 
online publication of the EU Ecolabel, EMAS and GPP.

performance requirements. Since the entry into 
force of the new Ecolabel regulation (EC)66/2010, 
the EUEB is now a formally established body 
(Article 5).

What is your role and what would you like to 
accomplish as the new EUEB President?
As the President of the EUEB, I chair the meetings 
where we discuss ecolabelling criteria and choice 
of product groups. I am also the formal contact 
between stakeholders and the Commission. 
Together with the Commission, we plan the 
meetings and discuss methods to improve the EU 
Ecolabel scheme
I think ecolabelling is a perfect instrument for both 
producers and consumers to be part of the efforts 
towards a sustainable future. I like working with a 
marketing tool that contributes to this important 
issue. It gives me energy and hope.   
I hope that, with my long experience from 
developing the Nordic Ecolabelling Scheme, I can 
contribute to the success of the EU Ecolabel.

How are the external stakeholders involved in the 
decision-making process, and how do you ensure 
the balance? 
We have external stakeholders that are members 
of the EUEB and regularly contribute to our work. 
Most of the meetings of the EUEB are open to all 
stakeholders, and we welcome participation from 
all players. We also encourage the Competent 
Bodies in the Member States to involve all 
stakeholders into the criteria development process.

One of the main criticisms against ecolabels is 
the multiplication of environmental claims. How 
would you avoid consumers’ confusion among the 
wide range of existing ecolabels?
I do not think we have a problem. Consumers 
are used to choosing from different labels and 
claims. They do it all the time. The strength of the 
EU Ecolabel is that it is an official label and it 
should not have any problem to be trustworthy 
if the system is handled and developped in the 
right way.  

What do you see as the main challenges that the 
EUEB faces?
We must find a way to develop attractive but sharp 
criteria in a shorter time, so that producers can 
use the EU Ecolabel as a competitive tool. I think 
the EU Ecolabel needs a strategy.  We have to 
choose the right product groups for a successful 
market penetration. We also need to build up a 
firm system to handle all applicants in a fast and 
fair way.firm system to handle all applicants in a 
fast and fair way. 
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Ragnar Unge, President of the European 
Union Ecolabelling Board, speaks to us about 
ecolabelling, and his work as Chairman of the 
Board.

Could you explain what the mission of the EUEB is 
and how it has evolved with the new EU Ecolabel 
Regulation (EC) No 66/2010?
The EUEB aims at revising the EU Ecolabel criteria 
and improving the overall framework for the 
implementation of the scheme. These objectives 
can be fulfilled through a working plan established 
with the European Commission. It also plans 
to assist the European Commission and give 
recommendations on minimum environmental 
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Two of the common challenges facing public 

procurers in implementing green public procurement 

(GPP), lie in knowing which environmental criteria to 

use, and how to verify that products actually meet 

the environmental criteria included in tendering. 

As public procurers usually are not experts in this 

field, they rely on other sources to overcome these 

obstacles. Independent ecolabels such as the 

European Ecolabel provide an excellent source for 

finding criteria, as well as verifying compliance. 

Under the current EU procurement laws (Directive 

2004/18/EC and Directive 2004/17/EC) the 

EU Ecolabel may be used in public procurement. 

The main restriction related to using the Ecolabel 

for GPP is that the tender cannot demand that a 

product carries an ecolabel; it is only allowed to 

indicate that the criteria underpinning a certain 

ecolabel are met, and that it may be used as 

one form of proof of compliance. Furthermore, 

the criteria included in tendering can only refer to 

characteristics of the product or service itself or 

production processes, and not to those relating to 

the general management of the company. In this 

way, the EU Ecolabel can be both an excellent 

source for environmental criteria for specifications or 

the award phase, and a reliable form of verification. 

The specifications for certain GPP product groups 

are already currently based on or taken directly from 

EU Ecolabel criteria. These product groups include 

Copying and graphic paper, Cleaning products and 

services, Textiles, and Hard floor coverings. The 

EU Ecolabel is also seen as an acceptable form 

of certification for other product groups, including 

Office IT equipment, Furniture, Gardening products 

and services, Windows, Glazed Doors and Skylights, 

Thermal insulation, Wall panels and Mobile phones. 

Although GPP can rely on the EU Ecolabel as one 

tool for ensuring the environmentally sound nature of 

procured products, GPP is a great way of spreading 

awareness and recognition for the legitimacy of 

the EU Ecolabel amongst public bodies. As GPP 

represents public bodies, adopting GPP criteria 

can allow for exposure of the EU Ecolabel to the 

public, denoting eco-friendly public practice and 

encouraging private enterprises and individuals 

to adopt similar purchasing policies. GPP makes 

the EU Ecolabel visible on a mass scale and in a 

way that systematically forces awareness amongst 

the general public. As such, GPP and the European 

Ecolabel have a complementary nature which will 

continue to contribute to their success. 
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Revisions

The following EU Ecolabel product group criteria 
will be under revision and development starting 
from 2011: Soaps and Shampoos, Textiles, 
Indoor and Outdoor Paints and Varnishes, Bed 
mattresses, Sanitary products (new). 

The following product group will continue to be 
under revision or development during 2011: 
Imaging equipment (new), Faucets (new), Shower 
heads (new), Toilets (new), Buildings (new), 
Heating systems, Doors (new), Windows (new).

Following the votes from the Regulatory Committee, 
the planned dates for entry into force of the criteria 
are as follows: 

Laundry detergents               28 April 2011
Detergents for dishwasher     28 April 2011 
All Purpose Cleaners   June 2011 
Hand dishwashing detergents  Mid 2011
Personal computers  Mid 2011
Portable Computers  Mid 2011
Copying and graphic paper Mid 2011
Lubricants   Mid 2011

New product groups

Light bulbs/light sources should be adopted by 
mid 2011.
Printed paper products, washing machines and 
refrigerators should be adopted at the end of 2011 
or early 2012.

The Laundry and dishwashing detergents for 
professional use product group criteria will be 
under development in 2011 and should be 
finalised early 2012.

Consumer demand for environmentally friendly products is increasing and the hospitality sector hopes to meet 
these expectations. ECOPORIO is the first online shop in Europe, supported by the European Commission, which 
provides only Type 1 ecolabelled products. Since April 2010, the project has been developing rapidly and is 
continuing to grow.  Negotiations with producers and suppliers have led to the inclusion of over 700 products 
in the online store. Throughout 2011, ECOPORIO will be available to consumers in Austria and Germany. 
The ECOPORIO team is also working hard on expanding its activities to other EU Member States. One of the 
aims is to open up to the Scandinavian market where consumers are highly aware of ecolabels and consider 
them to be an important criterion in their purchasing decisions. In the coming months, more Scandinavian 
manufacturers will be listed on ECOPORIO. 
Click on www.ecoporio.eu for more information
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/industry/retail/index_en.htm

Product groups

For more information, please visit the GPP and EU Ecolabel websites.

ECOPORIO fair stand presenting its assortment of ecolabelled products

http://www.ecoporio.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/index_en.htm
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New Ecolabel licences and licence extensions
November 2010 
until April 2011

The EU Ecolabel by Product Group *

Product Group | Number  of Awards > TOTAL  1.236

253
France

373 Italy
444

Tourist accommodation 
services

174
All-purpose &

sanitary 
101

Textile products

80

Campsites

39
Soaps and 
shampoos

70

Hand dishwashing 
detergents

93

Indoor and outdoor 
paints and varnishes

44Tissue paper

34Lubricants

25Laundry detergents

132Others

73Germany

48Austria

45

Netherlands

35United Kingdom

46

Switzerland

56Denmark

210Others

97
Spain

Country | Number of Awards > TOTAL 1,236

* Number of licences as the end of April 2011

All purpose cleaners and cleaners for 
sanitary facilities
Inocente Garcia moreno Ltd (ES) (new 
holder)
Hamberger Flooring GmbH & Co KG (DE) 
(new holder)
Clover Chemicals Ltd (UK) (new holder)
Proeco Quimicas (ES-CAT) (extension)
Fink Tec GmbH (DE) (new holder)
Ecologistique (FR) (new holder)
Lescot SAS (FR) (new holder)
Laboratoires Rochex(FR) (extension)
Novamex (FR) (extension)
Lobial (FR) (extension)
LSC (FR) (extension)
Hyggiene Et Nature (FR) (extension)
Laboratoires Cellande SA (FR) (extension)
Provene Klimt SA (FR) (extension)
S.I.C.O (FR) (extension)
HTS BIO (FR) (extension)
Christeyns France SA (FR) (extension)
Bio Blank International (FR) (new holder)
Interflon B.V. (NL) (new holder)
Dalli De Klok B.V. (NL) (new holder and 
extension)
Dm-drogerie markt GmbH & Co. KG (DE) 
(new holder)
Orienza B.V. (NL) (new holder and 
extension)
È COSÍ S.r.L (IT) (extension)
I.C.E.FOR (IT) (extension)
Kliner Profesional S.A. (ES) (extension)
Productos Caselli, S.L. (FR) (extension)
Otto Oehme GmbH (DE) (new holder and 
extension)
Stockmeier Chemie (DE) (new holder and 
extension)
Buzil-Werk (DE) (extension)
Haid-Tec Geprufte Oberflachtentechnik 
Gmbh (DE) (new holder)
Ecolab & Co (DE) (extension)
Comercial Noble SL (ES) (new holder)
Suministros Cientificos Tecnicos SAU (ES) 
(extension)
RCSI (FR) (extension)
Vandeputte (FR) (extension)
Proven Industries (FR) (extension)
Mc Bride (BE) (extension)
Chimiotechnic (FR) (extension)
Copak SA (FR) (extension) (extension)
Lobial SAS (FR) (extension)
Kimi D.O.O. (SI) (new holder)
Werner & Merz (DE) (extension)
Selden Research (UK) (extension)
Ets Pollet SA (BE) (extension)
A&B Laboratorios de Biotechnologia (ES) 
(new holder)
Quimidex (ES-CAT) (new holder)
Racrisa SL (ES-V) (new holder)
Productos Caselli, S.L. (ES-V) (extension)

Campsites (new holders)
Camping Castlewood Vacances (FR)

Copying and graphic paper
Stora Enso Oyj (FI) (extension)

UPM-Kymmene Corporation (FI) (extension)
International Paper (FR) (extension)
Kotkamille Oy (FI) (extension)
Tervakoski Oy (FI) (new holder)

Footwear
Calzat. Fratelli Soldini (IT) (extension)
Division Anatomicos SL (ES-V) (extension)
Andrea Montelpare SRL (IT) (new holder)
SESA SRL (IT) (new holder)

Growing media and soil improvers
Cocos-lanka Holland BV (NL) (new holder)
Vigorplant srl (IT) (new holder)

Hand dishwashing detergents
Inocente Garcia moreno Ltd (ES) (new holder)
Laboratoires Cellande SA (FR) (new holder)
Hydrachim (FR) (extension)
HTS BIO (FR) (new holder)
Ecologistique (FR) (new holder and extension)
Christeyns France SA (FR) (new holder and 
extension)
Sodel (FR) (extension)
Brunel Chimie Derives (FR) (extension)
S.A. Proder (ES-CAT) (new holder)
S.I.C.O (FR) (extension)
HTS BIO (FR) (extension)
BIO Blank International (FR) (new holder)
Quimcas Quimxel, S.L. (ES-V) (extension)
Novamex (FR) (extension)
Racrisa, S.L. (ES-V) (extension)
Dalli de Klok B.V. (NL) (extension)
Orienza B.V. (NL) (new holder)
Firma srl (IT) (new holder)
Allegrini S.p.A (IT) (extension)
I.C.E.FOR (IT) (extension)
A&B Laboratorios de Biotecnologia (ES) (new 
holder)
Eurotab Operations (FR) (extension)
Mc Bride SA (FR) (new holder)
Auchan (FR) (extension)
Mc Bride (BE) (extension)
Selden Research (UK) (extension)
Sallo Kyra SL (ES-CAT) (new holder)
Ecover Belgium (BE) (new holder)

Hard floor coverings
Marazzi Group SPA (IT) (extension)
Italgraniti (IT) (extension)

Indoor and outdoor paints and varnishes 
Blanchon (FR) (extension)
Celliose (FR) (new holder)
V33 (FR) (extension)
Initiatives Decoration (FR) (extension)
Daw France (FR) (extension)
Durieu (FR) (new holder)
Dyrup SAS (FR) (extension)
Materis Peintures (FR) (extension)
Meffert AG (DE) (extension)
Groupement Action Distribution (DE) 
(extension)
ONIP (FR) (extension) 
Peintures RECA SAS (FR) (extension)

PPG Architectural Coatings UK Ltd (UK) (new 
holder)
Theoulaur Peintures (FR) (new holder)
Martin Mathys N.V. (BE) (new holder and 
extension)
Coverline  S.r.L (IT) (extension)
IPV Chemicals SRL (IT) (new holder)
Materis Paint SPA (IT) (extension)
Sayerlack (IT) (extension)
Johannes Kiehl (DE) (extension)
Hamberger Flooring Gmbh (DE) (extension)
Duraziv Color SRL (RO) (new holder)
Brunel Chimie Derive (FR) (new holder)
PPG AC France (FR) (extension)
Mader Color (FR) (extension)
Productos Jafep SL (ES) (new holder)
Pinturas Macy SA (ES) (new holder)

Laundry detergents
I.C.E.FOR (IT) (extension)
Mc Bride S.p.A. (IT) (extension)
Solbat S.r.L (IT) (extension)
Mc Bride s.a. (BE) (new holder and 
extension)

Lubricants Hydrolic Fluids
Kroon Oil B.V. (NL) (new holder)
De Olibron B.V. (NL) (new holder)
Kettlitz-Chemie Gmbg & Co.KG (DE) (new 
holder)
Novance (FR) (extension)
Envirosys Div STL Lubrifiants Inc (DE) (new 
holder)
Lubrizol Ltd (UK) (extension)

Soaps and shampoos
Buzil-Werk Wagner GmbH & Co (DE) 
(extension)
Farmec Groupe Anios (IT) (new holder)
Nettuno srl (IT) (new holder and extension)
Cosmhotel srL (IT) (extension)
GFL (IT) (extension)
I.C.E.FOR (IT) (extension)
Kimberly-Clark, S.L. (ES) (new holder)
Laboratoires Cellande SA (FR) (new holder 
and extension)
Novamex (FR) (extension)
Prodene Klint (FR) (new holder and 
extension)
Ming Fai Enterprise (FR) (extension)
Christeyns France (FR) (Extension)
Gold Drop SP. Z.O.O (PL) (new holder)
Gojo Industries – Europe Limited (UK) (new 
holder)
Sutter Industries SPA (IT) (new holder and 
extension)
Dolcos (IT) (extension)
Kroll (IT) (extension)
Laboratoire Prodene Klint (FR) (extension)
Chimipack SRL (IT) (new holder)

Televisions
Sony España SA (FR) (extension)
Sharp Electronica España (ES) (extension)
Arcelik A.S. Electronics Plant (DE) (new 
holder)

Toshiba Information Systems UK LTD (DE) 
(new holder and extension)

Textile products
The Merino Company (UK) (extension)
Camira Fabrics Ltd (UK) (new holder)
EasyDo Products Limited (UK) (new 
holder)
Textiles Maes (BE) (new holder)
Bute Fabrics (UK) (new holder)

Tissue paper
Delipapier (FR) (extension)
Wepa Hygieneprodukte Gmbh (DE) (new 
holder an extension)
Byness SRL (IT) (new holder)
Socarpi srl (IT) (new holder)
Cartiera Nuova Socarpi (IT) (new holder)
Mc Tissue SPA (IT) (extension)
Delicarta (IT) (extension)
Arjowiggins (FR) (new holder)
Lucart France (FR) (new holder)
Jabipack SL (ES-V) (new holder)
LC Paper 1881 (ES-CAT) (new holder)
Cartotecnica Santa Caterina (IT) (new 
holder)
Mapedo SPA (IT) (new holder)

Tourist accommodation (new holders)
Edena (FR)
BW Cannces Riviera (FR)
Scandic Hotels Deutschland Gmbh  (DE)
Airone Country House (IT)
Albergo Lago Verde (IT)
Albergo Pian Del Bosco (IT)
B&B La Magnolia (IT)
B&B Tra Cielo E Sabbia (IT)
Country House Ca’lani (IT)
Ciasa Alpina Relax Hotel (IT)
Hotel Garden (IT)
Hotel Lucia (IT)
Hotel Mediterraneo (IT)
Hotel Monzoni (IT)
Hotel Villa (IT)
L’orizzonte di Marini Claudia (IT)
Perbacco (IT)
Relais La Loggia (IT)
B&B Adduari (IT)
B&B Turchetti (IT)
Casa Vacanze Baglio Mustazza (IT)
Hotel La Locanda Del Postino (IT)
Hotel Palace Ypsigro (IT)
Hotel Ravesi (IT)
Residence Deci Dela (IT)
Albergue Juvenil Julia (IT)
The Oaks (IE)
Hill View odge (IE)
Antica Casa Diana (IT)
Corte Dei Toldi (IT)
B&B La Stanza Segreta (IT)
B&B Nonna Peppina (IT)
Agriturismo Su Massaiu (IT)
Solar Hotel (FR)
Monte Granatico SRL (IT)

Facts & Figures

The EU Ecolabel by Country *
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Calendar

Laundry detergents Mid 2011
Detergents for dishwasher  Mid 2011
All Purpose Cleaners Mid 2011
Hand dishwashing detergents  Mid 2011
Copying and Graphic paper Mid 2011
Lubricants Mid 2011
Personal computers Mid 2011
Portable computers Mid 2011

Light Bulbs/Light Sources  Mid 2011

Printed paper products, washing machines, and refrigerators should 
be adopted at the end of 2011 or early 2012

Laundry and dishwashing detergents for professional use – criteria 
development are ongoing in 2011 and should be finalised early 2012

Revision of product groups  (scheduled adoption) New product groups  (scheduled adoption)
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/news/newsletter_en.htm.

Please note that the subscription process for the Flower Newsletter and for the News Alert has changed. 
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For comments or further information, please contact the EU Ecolabel Helpdesk:  
ecolabel@biois.com  
c/o BIO Intelligence Service, 20-22 Villa Deshayes, 75014 Paris, France

The Flower

News in Brief

A new leaflet was published online about EMAS, the EU 
voluntary scheme designed for companies to improve 
their environmental performance. 
Find more about this here. 

A promotional leaflet about the EU Ecolabel displaying 
the range of EU Ecolabelled products is available online 
here.

The Green Public Procurement, the EU programme which 
helps public authorities purchasing green goods and 
services, has also its new promotional leaflet. 
You can access it here.

Find out about the new online publications of the EU Programmes 

The UK Ecolabel Delivery at the Ekoteks Symposium.

David Parker from the UK Competent Body was 
delighted to represent the EU Ecolabel at the Ekoteks 
Textile Symposium held in Istanbul, Turkey, on 29 
March 2011. It focussed on producing textile goods 
with lower environmental impacts.
Turkish companies are very familiar with meeting the 
environmental standards of major textile houses and 
retailers when exporting to Europe; but the emerging 
concern is in accessing wider European markets and 
to ensure that the same standards are applied to 
companies trading between each other in Turkey. A few 
days before, the Turkish government had introduced 
a tough new regulation on the use of chemicals. The 
symposium was opened by Mr Zafer Çaglayan, Minister 

of State of the Republic of 
Turkey, who spoke to a 
packed venue, with over 
350 attendees.
After his address, David 
Pa rke r  desc r ibed  the 
Ecolabel criteria: its purpose 
the benefits to manufacturers 
and customers. The EU 
Ecolabel was seen as highly 
practical and commercially 
very valuable.   

 
The Catalonian CB promotes sustainable tourism 

Barcelona hosted the 20th International Tourism Show 
of Catalonia, from 7 to 10 April, presenting a wide 
variety of tourism destinations all around the world. 
During this event, the Catalonian Competent body of 
the European Ecolabel, with the cooperation of the 
EMAS Club, participated in the joint promotion of the EU 
Ecolabel, and the environmental management system 
EMAS. A stand dedicated to sustainable tourism was set 
up, where information brochures were displayed. An EU 
ecolabelled television set also displayed messages on 
sustainable tourism. The Catalonian Directorate-General 
for Environmental Quality held a conference to introduce 
EMAS and the EU Ecolabel. It was followed by a 
presentation of interesting tourism initiatives: Les Medes 
campsite, which is located near the nature reserve of the 
Medes Islands, and Hotel Algadir, the first Catalonian 
hotel awarded with the EU Ecolabel, which is located in 

the Ebre River 
Delta Nature 
Reserve. 
This event was 
attended by 
around 3,300 
companies. 

The EU 12 Workshop tour across Europe 

The first series of workshops organised in the 12 
most recent EU Member States within the framework 
of the “EU12 Ecolabel workshops” project has been 
conducted by the Competent Bodies in Romania, the 
Czech Republic, Cyprus, Poland, Estonia, Lithuania, 
Slovakia and Bulgaria. They were supported by the 
EU12 workshops project team composed of Energon, 
Reduce2day and G&L. The aim of these workshops 
is to promote the EU Ecolabel to the industry and 
relevant stakeholders who may support future EU 
Ecolabel activities. However, participants also included 
government officials, EU Ecolabel experts, media, and 
NGO representatives, with an average audience of 30 
to 65 attendees. A total of about 280 participants 
took part. The main product groups covered were: 
Textiles, Tourist Accommodation, Paints and Varnishes, 
Detergents, Soaps and Shampoos, and Floor Coverings. 
The feedback from all stakeholders was very positive. 
The majority of participants stated that the group work 
and discussions were very helpful, as it gave them the 
opportunity to address very specific topics, such as the 
criteria and the application process. The successful 
workshop series will continue through May and June 

2011 in Malta (20th 
May) ,  Latv ia (7th 
June), Hungary (10th 
June ) and Slovenia, 
(14th June).

Update on the EU Ecolabel presence at different fairs and events

The Catalonian 
CB Stand

The Bucharest 
Workshop

The poster of the 
Ekoteks Symposium
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http://ec.europa.eu/coreservices/mailing/index.cfm?form=register&serviceid=2395&lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/pdf/emasleaflet_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/brochures/consumers/en/Discover%20the%20EU%20Ecolabelled%20products.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/brochure.pdf

