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In this issue In this edition of the Flower News, Liazzat Rabbiosi
talks about the UNEP project to promote ecolabelling
opportunities for developing countries.
Also in this issue: a report on the complementarity
between the EU Ecolabel and EMAS, news on a remarkable

approach to ecolabelling in Asia, the second EU Ecolabel
Communication Award, developments of the first webshop
for ecolabelled products dedicated to the hospitality
sector, a website for biolubricants and the updated FAQ
on the EU Ecolabel.

a combination of awareness raising, capacity building,
technical assistance and consultation activities involving
various stakeholders. By the end of the project, a number
of export products are expected to be awarded with the
EU Ecolabel, the selected environmental label for this
project. Product groups identified by local partners are
textiles (India and South Africa), footwear (Mexico and
Kenya/Ethiopia), paper (Brazil) and televisions (China).

What opportunities can ecolabelling represent for
developing countries?
The opportunities are twofold. First, a move towards value-
added eco-friendly manufacturing is an economic and
environmental plus. In complying with ecolabelling
requirements, companies in developing countries achieve
the highest environmental performance and can
differentiate their products in global markets. The high
value ecolabelled products contribute to greater
international competitiveness and enhance market access
while providing incentives to establish sustainable
enterprises. Second, it is a unique opportunity to bypass
the resource and pollution intensive development path
that has proven to be unsustainable. Ecolabelling provides
a way for developing countries to establish institutions
and infrastructure that do not require carbon-intensive
practices, and thereby avoid those issues which have
required such a complicated process of change in
developed countries.

What are the results of the project so far?
The topic of ecolabelling has generated a lot of interest.
The private sector sees it as a business opportunity while

governments appreciate the international competitiveness
factor of the argument and the expected environmental
benefits. We have received requests to replicate the project
in other countries and industries. Currently, there is a
need to plan a second phase of the project, looking more
in-depth at capacity-building in countries such as Kenya
and Ethiopia. We would like to incorporate ecolabelling
into a broader area of sustainable products with other
UNEP activities in the area of life-cycle assessment,
cleaner production and procurement, amongst others.

How do you see the future of ecolabelling in developing
countries?
Ecolabelling is an important interface between production
and consumption. It is a growing and necessary part of
the global effort to achieve sustainability. Trade between
developed and developing countries demonstrates that
this shift will require more products from developing
countries that meet strict environmental criteria to
maintain their competitive edge in the global marketplace.
However, ecolabelling also needs to become more
development friendly to realise its full potential as an
effective market instrument and a method for achieving
environmental improvement. This implies considering the
realities that firms in low-income countries face to comply
with environmental requirements. Such an approach will
also alleviate the existing bias of viewing voluntary
environmental labelling as a disguised barrier to trade.
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Liazzat Rabbiosi, Programme Officer at UNEP, speaks to
us about ecolabelling opportunities for developing
countries.
The UNEP ’Enabling developing countries to seize
ecolabelling opportunities’ project works with SMEs in
selected countries to meet the requirements of ISO type I
ecolabels and with governments to create an enabling
policy framework. It focuses on obstacles and challenges
that businesses in developing countries may face in terms
of trade and environmental labelling. This is done through

On the web Calendar

Interview with Liazzat Rabbiosi, UNEP

For more information about the project, click here.

http://www.unep.fr/scp/ecolabelling


The awarding of the EU Ecolabel to a producer or
service provider is the first step towards more
environmentally responsible behaviour by reducing
the impact of the product or service on the
environment throughout its life-cycle. Yet, some
licence holders decide to go further and seek
additional certification. The EMAS registration (EU
Eco-Management Audit Scheme) seems to be the
favoured choice. EMAS is a management tool for
companies and other organisations to evaluate,
report on and continuously improve their
environmental performance.
Both the EU Ecolabel and EMAS are voluntary
schemes falling under a broader action plan which
is part of the Sustainable Consumption and
Production and Sustainable Industrial Policy adopted
by the European Commission on 16 July 2008 that
aims at contributing to the improvement of the
environmental performance of products and
increasing the demand for more sustainable goods
and production technologies. Although fundamentally
different – one tool being a product/service ecolabel,
the other one being an environmental management
system (EMS), focusing on the production process
– the two schemes are complementary.

Various reasons seem to motivate obtaining both
the EU Ecolabel and EMAS. The most common
appears to be clients’ requests and the company’s
desire to demonstrate environmental responsibility
and awareness. A small survey performed by the
EU Ecolabel Helpdesk amongst companies that
have the EU Ecolabel as well as an EMAS
registration, showed that the advantages that can
be drawn from this double distinction can be of a
quantitative (e.g. lead to increased sales), but also
very much of a qualitative nature: one asset in
particular is the high environmental reliability and
recognition the certifications bring with them, since
they help a producer to efficiently communicate to
potential clients that their products and services
are less harmful to the environment.
Several companies report that the award of
the EU Ecolabel facilitates obtaining an EMAS
registration and vice versa, especially for the
following reasons:
– Alignment of environmental criteria: a part of

environmental criteria are already fulfilled when
a second certification application is started.

– Economic aspect: there are discounts on
application fees (i.e. 20% discount for EU Ecolabel

applicants if they are already registered under
EMAS and/or ISO 14001 certified).

– Development of expertise: i.e. the persons in
charge of the application and the implementation
can be the same for EU Ecolabel and EMAS and
can therefore efficiently develop an expertise for
both tools.

Hence, EMAS and the EU Ecolabel successfully
complement each other to improve environmental
performance and to respond to the steadily
increasing demand for more environmentally-friendly
production, products and services delivered by
socially responsible companies.

The hospitality sector can now buy ecolabelled products online

Report

Retailer’s corner

The EU Ecolabel and EMAS, hand-in-hand towards better environmental performance

Revisions
Under the joint Ecolabel/EuP project, the revision
and development of criteria for Personal computers,
Portable computers, Light bulbs, as well as Washing
machines and Refrigerators, that were EU Ecolabel
product groups in the past, have started.

Following the votes from the Regulatory Committee,
the planned dates for entry into force of the criteria
are as follows:
– Personal computers, Portable computers:

End 2010
– Refrigerators and Light bulbs: Early 2011
– Washing machines: Early 2011

New product groups
The EUEB is currently discussing the development
of criteria for two new product groups: Buildings
and Printed paper.

ECOPORIO is the first online shop for ecolabelled products, co-financed by the European
Commission through the Eco-innovation programme. It was launched in April 2010 in Austria
and Germany, but will soon expand to other important marketplaces in Europe. ECOPORIO
targets the hospitality sector and aims at improving the sales and visibility of ecolabelled
products in this sector. As far as environmental impacts are concerned, this sector presents
a great potential for improvement, yet ecolabelled products are not easy to find in retail
stores or wholesale outlets. On the ECOPORIO website products are referenced for free, with
a minimum standard of ISO Type 1 for ecolabels.
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http://www.ecoporio.eu

Product groups

For more information, please visit the EU Ecolabel
and EMAS websites.

Screenshot of the ECOPORIO website

http://www.ecolabel.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/index_en.htm


New Ecolabel licences and licence extensions

http://www.ecolabel.eu

November 2009
until April 2010

The EU Ecolabel by Product Group *

Product Group | Number  of Awards > TOTAL 1,047
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Real Chimica S.r.l. (IT) (new holder)
Soro Internacional S.A. (ES-CAT)
(new holder)
RCSI (FR) (new holder)
Laboratoire Prodene Klint (FR)
(extension)
Mc Bride SA (BE) (new holder)
Hagleitner Hygiene International
GES.M.B.H (AT) (new holder)
Evonik Stockhausen GmbH (DE)
(new holder)
Pro-Ren A/S (Dk) (extension)

Televisions
SHARP Electrónica España, S.A.
(ES-CAT) (extension)
Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd (SE)
(extension)
Philips Consumer Lifestyle B.V. – BU
Television (NL) (new holder)
SONY España, S.A. (ES-CAT)
(extension)
Samsung Electronics Hungarian Co.
(HU) (new holder)

Textile products
Ovattificio Fortunato S.r.l. (IT)
(extension)
Falpi Srl (IT) (new holder)
Framsohn Frottier (AT) (new holder)
Nejdecká _esárna vlny, a.s. (CZ)
(new holder)
Fulgar SPA (IT) (new holder)
Alok Industries Limited (DK) (extension)
Babycoca For Wears And Textiles
(DK) (new holder)
Penfabric Sdn Berhad (DK)
(new holder)
Kvadrat A/S (DK) (extension)

Tissue paper
Vendor B.V. (DK) (new holder)
WEPA Lille (FR) (extension)
Delicarta S.p.A (IT) (extension)
Lucart France s.a.s (IT) (extension)
Cartiera Lucchese S.p.A (IT)
(extension)
M.C. Tissue S.p.A. (IT) (new holder)

Ibérica De Papel S.A. (ES-CAT)
(new holder)
GC&WEPA SL (ES-CAT) (extension)
Global Hygiene (FR) (new holder)
Georgia-Pacific France (FR) (extension)
Gomà-Camps, Sau (ES-CAT)
(extension)
Wepa Lille (ES-CAT) (extension)
Mp Hygiene (FR) (new holder)

Tourist accommodation
(new holders)
Hotel Synaya (FR)
S.C. Ana Hotels S.A. - Hotel Crowne
Plaza (RO)
Agritur Maso Pertica (IT)
Agriturismo Fattoria Acquaviva (IT)
Albergo Ladina (IT)
Cà delle Margherite (IT)
Chalet Dolce Vita (IT)
Grand Hotel Riva Del Sole (IT)
Hotel Al Pescatore (IT)
Hotel Astor (IT)
Hotel Diana (IT)
Hotel Europa (IT)
Hotel Goya (IT)
R.T.A. Rosa dei Venti (IT)
Rifugio Fuciade (IT)
Relais Reggia Domizia (IT)
Hotel Thalas (IT)
Plaza Alta Hotel a.s. (CZ)
Hotel Les Vagues (FR)
Alisea Eco Guest House (IT)
Hotel Executive (IT)
L’artisin (IT)
DEVAS bvba Hotel Fevery (BE)
Ethic Etapes La Roche Du Trésor (FR)
Jugendherberge Bern (AT)
Jugendherberge St. Moritz (AT)
Jugendherberge Scuol (AT)
West Events (FR)
Best Western Hotel De La Paix (FR)
Best Western Aux Ducs De
Bourgogne (FR)
Best Western Hotel Vieux Port (FR)
Best Western Star Champs Elysees (FR)
Hôtellerie La Petite Couronne (FR)
Hotel Ibis Sarlat (FR)

All purpose cleaners and cleaners
for sanitary facilities
Allegrini S.p.A (IT) (extension)
Firma Srl (IT) (extension)
Interchem Italia S.r.l. (IT) (extension)
Kiter S.r.l. (IT) (extension)
Lakma Strefa Sp. Z o. o (PL)
(new holder)
Industrias Vijusa, S.L. (IT)
(new holder)
FIS Chemicals Ltd (UK) (new holder)
Ma-Fra s.p.a (IT) (new holder)
Dermo SA (ES-CAT) (new holder)
Kliner-Profesional SA (ES-CAT)
(new holder)
Reckitt Benckiser Scandinavia A/S
(FI) (extension)
Bollerup Jensens Sæbefabrik A/S
(DK) (extension)
Inteman S.A. (ES-CAT) (new holder)
Kh-Lloreda, S.A. (ES-CAT)
(extension)
Lobial (FR) (extension)
Proeco Químicas, S.L. (ES-CAT)
(extension)
Laboratorio Eurochem, S.A. (ES-MD)
(extension)
Dr. Schnell Chemie GmbH (DE)
(extension)
Premiere Products Chemical Division
(DE) (new holder)
Disarp, S.A. (ES-V) (new holder)

Campsites (new holders)
Hanstholm Camping (DK)
Camping Port-Punay (FR)
Camping Les Gros Joncs (FR)
Ceveo Les Balcons Verts (FR)

Copying and graphic paper
Arjowiggins Graphic (FR) (new holder
and extension)
Stora Enso Nymolla AB (SE)
(extension)
Stora Enso Oyj (FI) (extension)
UPM-Kymmene Corporation (FI)
(extension)
International Paper (FR) (extension)

Footwear
Calzaturificio Fratelli Soldini S.p.A (IT)
(extension)
Skofabriken Kavat AB (SE) (extension)

Growing media
Collini Valentino & Mario s.n.c. (IT)
(new holder)

Hand dishwashing detergents
Industrias Vijusa, S.L. (IT) (new holder)
Interchem Italia S.r.l. (IT) (new holder)
Dermo SA (ES-CAT) (new holder)
Claro Products Gmbh (AT) (extension)
Lobial (FR) (extension)

Hard floor coverings
Gruppo Concorde S.p.A. (IT) (extension)
Florim Ceramiche S.p.A (IT) (extension)
Ceramica Magica Spa (IT)
(extension)
Industrie Fincuoghi s.p.a (IT) (extension)
Ceramica Castelvetro (IT) (new holder)
Rondine S.p.A. (IT) (extensions)
Ceramica Sant’agostino S.p.a. (IT)
(new holder)
Claro Products Gmbh (AT)
(extension)

Heat pumps
Airpac International (FR) (new holder)
Mitsubishi Electric Air Conditioning
Systems Europe Ltd (UK)
(new holder)

Indoor and outdoor paints and
varnishes
Bona AB (SE) (extension)
Arboritec AB (SE) (new holder)
Dyrup A/S (DK) (extension)
Earthborn (UK) (extension)
Ppg Ac France (FR) (extension)
Blanchon (FR) (extension)
Somefor (FR) (extension)
Peintures Reca Sas (FR) (extension)
BBI Peintures (FR) (extension)
Société des colorants du Sud-Ouest
(FR) (extension)

Sterma (FR) (new holder)
Soficor Mader (FR) (extension)
CDP Kerlys (FR) (new holder)
Leroy Merlin (DE) (extension)
Pinturas Y Recubrimientos Ursan, S.L.
(ES-CAT) (new holder)
Industrias Juno, S.A., S.L. (ES-CAT)
(new holder)
Groupement Action Distibution (DE)
(extension)
Sa Dpe (FR) (extension)
Societe Des Colorants Du Sud-Ouest
(FR) (extension)
Soficor Mader (FR) (extension)

Laundry detergents
Mc Bride S.p.A. (IT) (extensions)
Danlind A/S (DK) (extension)
Novamex (FR) (extension)
Dalli (FR) (extension)
Werner and Mertz France SAS (FR)
(extension)
Vandeputte (FR) (new holder)

Light bulbs
Ge Hungary Kft Consumer &
Industrial Ligthing (HU) (extension)

Lubricants Hydrolic Fluids
Lubrizol Limited (UK) (new holder)
OMV Refining & Marketing GMBH (DE)
(new holder)
Oy Voitelukeskus Tonttila Ltd (FI)
(new holder)

Personal and portable computers
ASUSTek Computer Inc. (CZ) (extension)
Systemkosmetik GmbH (SE)
(new holder)
Cederroth International AB (SE)
(extension)
Micro-Star Int’l Co., Ltd (CZ)
(new holder)

Soaps and shampoos
Allegrini S.p.A (IT) (extension)
Químicas Del Vinalopó, S.L. (ES-V)
(new holder)

Facts & Figures

The EU Ecolabel by Country *
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Copying and graphic paper End 2010
Dishwashing detergents End 2010
Laundry detergents End 2010
Light bulbs Early 2011
Personal computers End 2010
Portable computers End 2010
Refrigerators Early 2011
Washing machines Early 2011

Printed paper End 2010
Laundry and dishwashing detergents for professional
use – criteria development are ongoing under 2010

Please note that as of 1 April 2010, Rugile Balzekaite is heading up the EU
Ecolabel Team at DG ENV. She replaces Benjamin Caspar. We wish Rugile
Balzekaite much success in her new position.

Revision of product groups (scheduled adoption) New product groups (scheduled adoption)

This news bulletin is published by the Ecolabel sector of the European Commission on the Internet at:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/news/newsletter_en.htm.

Subscribe to the Flower Newsletter or to the EU Ecolabel Email News Alert here.

For comments or further information, please contact the EU Ecolabel Helpdesk:
ecolabel@biois.com
fax: +33 1 56 53 99 90
c/o BIO Intelligence Service, 20-22 Villa Deshayes, 75014 Paris, France

OFFICE FOR OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, L-2985 Luxembourg
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News in Brief

The Product Board on Margarine, Fats and Oils in the
Netherlands and IVAM – an independent research and

consultancy organisation at the University of Amsterdam
– jointly launched biosmeermiddelen.nl. This website is
dedicated to biolubricants, i.e. lubricants that are made
of renewable resources such as rapeseed oil. It provides
practical and technical information on biolubricants,

and presents the existing ecolabels (including the EU
Ecolabel) and the criteria for environmentally-friendly
lubricants. The website, www.biosmeermiddelen.nl, is
currently only available in Dutch, but an English summary
should be published soon.

The new Frequently Asked Questions are now available
on the EU Ecolabel website here.

The updated section offers more detailed information
on the scheme and the new Regulation. A new sub-
section on the EU Ecolabel logo has also been added.
Furthermore, product group specific FAQ will shortly
be available on each product group webpage to

facilitate criteria interpretation for current and future
EU Ecolabel applicants and for CBs.

Find out about biolubricants

New FAQ online

For the second year, the European Commission and
the EU Ecolabel Helpdesk will reward the best
communication initiatives to promote the EU Ecolabel
during the EU Ecolabel Communication Award ceremony
in Brussels on October 18th. The jury will consider
applications from holders in the light of four criteria:

quality and creativity of the campaign, effective EU
Ecolabel logo use, relevance of promotional activities
undertaken and results achieved.

Applications must be sent to the EU Ecolabel
Helpdesk in the form of an application package
before June 14th. We look forward to discovering
your innovative communication initiatives and
wish the best of luck to all participants!

Announcement of the second edition of Communication Award

For further information and to receive the application pack, please contact the EU Ecolabel Helpdesk.

Ecolabelling programmes could help the Asian continent
to green its manufacturing sector. However, most Asian
producers, especially SMEs, do not have any contact
points in Europe and a lack of local competent bodies
(CBs) familiar with domestic legislation and standards
seems to deter potential applicants.
Asia invented its own tailored approach to ecolabelling
to tackle the language and cultural barriers. In order
to help more Asian manufacturers to obtain the EU
Ecolabel, local intermediaries have developed in several
Asian countries. These intermediary organisations come
from a diverse range of sectors and backgrounds (e.g.

NGOs, test laboratories, associations, etc.), but they
all play the same key role: facilitating the
communication between CBs and Asian applicants.
Their knowledge of local industries and culture provides
them with a better understanding of how to reach
producers. This consequently increases producers’
chances of being awarded the EU Ecolabel.
Among the services they provide, these local
intermediaries promote the EU Ecolabel as well as
other national ecolabel schemes and provide guidance
and assistance to potential applicants such as: filling

in application forms, constituting their application
dossier, providing guidance on where to get their product
tested, etc.

A new approach to ecolabelling in Asia

For more information on Asian licence holders, please visit the EU Ecolabel website and the Green Store.

Interesting EU Ecolabel facts about Asia:
– So far, 21 Asian companies have been awarded

the EU Ecolabel;
– Licences have been issued in the following

product groups: Textile products, Soaps and
shampoos, Portable computers, Televisions, Light
bulbs and Copying and graphic paper.

mailto:ecolabel@biois.com
http://www.ecolabel.eu
http://www.eco-label.com/default.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/faq/faq_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/ecolabelled_products/product_categories_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/news/newsletter_en.htm

