
Asia: a brand new approach to the EU Ecolabel 

Asia, known as the “world factory”, offers great ecolabelling opportunities. Ecolabelling 
programmes can help the Asian continent to green its manufacturing sector and offer its 
consumers a wider range of environmentally friendly products and services. Nevertheless, the 
expansion of ecolabelling in developing and emerging countries faces many hurdles. UNEP created 
a special programme (with which the EU Ecolabel is collaborating) to help developing countries to 
achieve the ecolabel certification. 

However, for many Asian producers, obtaining the EU Ecolabel certification may seem to be an 
unreachable target. Indeed, language and cultural barriers can significantly complicate and 
increase the length of the application process. Most Asian producers, especially SMEs, do not have 
any contact points in Europe and the lack of local competent bodies (CB) familiar with domestic 
legislation and norms seems to deter potential applicants.  

Fortunately, Asia came up with its own tailored approach to ecolabelling. In order to help more 
Asian manufacturers to obtain the EU Ecolabel, local intermediaries developed in several Asian 
countries. These intermediary organisations come from a diverse range of sectors and backgrounds 
(e.g. NGOs, test laboratories, associations, etc.), but they all play the same key role: facilitating 
the communication between CBs and Asian applicants. Their knowledge of local industries and 
culture provides them with a better understanding of how to reach producers. This consequently 
increases producers’ chances to be awarded the EU Ecolabel.  

Among the services they provide, these local intermediaries promote the EU Ecolabel as well as 
other national ecolabel schemes and provide guidance and assistance to potential applicants such 
as: filling in application forms, constituting their application dossier, providing guidance on where 
to get their product tested, etc. The Taiwanese association EDF (Environment and Development 
Foundation), which collaborates closely with the Taiwanese Government (Environmental Protection 
Administration) is a good example of a local intermediary. This organisation helps local producers 
to obtain the EU Ecolabel faster and consequently reduces the amount of time and energy required 
for achieving Ecolabel certification. It also aims to develop relationships between the Taiwanese 
ecolabel programme and other ecolabel schemes in order to increase the standardisation and 
harmonisation of criteria.  

 

 
Interesting EU Ecolabel facts about Asia: 

- 21 Asian companies have been awarded the EU Ecolabel so far; 
- Licences have been issued in the following product groups: Textile 

products, Soaps and shampoos, Portable computers, Televisions, Light 
bulbs and Copying and graphic paper. 

 

 

 

 
 

For more information on Asian licence holders, please visit the EU Ecolabel website and the Green 
Store. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/index_en.htm
http://www.eco-label.com/
http://www.eco-label.com/



