
Green that drop! Biolubricants in the Netherlands 

Just a drop? Despite small quantities, the environmental impacts of classical lubricants can be 
significant. In case of leaks, the hydraulic oil and the fat components of lubricants can pollute soil 
and water. Leaks happen quite often, for example, when lubricants are used in certain vehicles and 
appliances (e.g. chainsaws, caterpillar tractors, etc). Groundwater can even remain contaminated 
for up to 100 years. In order to try to tackle this issue, the European Commission introduced the 
EU Ecolabel Lubricants product group in 2005, for which the criteria are currently being revised. 

More recently, the Product Board on Margarine, Fats and Oils in the Netherlands launched 
Biosmeermiddelen.nl. IVAM (an independent research and consultancy organisation at the 
University of Amsterdam, also involved in the revision process of the criteria) was in charge of 
providing the content. The website is dedicated to biolubricants – lubricants that are made of 
renewable resources, such as rapeseed oil. It “intends to make everyone aware that 
environmentally friendly alternatives exist in lubrication”, says Ckees van Oijen, a senior consultant 
at IVAM. The website provides general and technical information, such as definitions of the 
different types of lubricants and their effects on the environment, technical requirements to reduce 
their impacts, product availability, policy incentives, practical experiences, news, and more. There 
is also a section presenting ecolabels and the criteria for environmentally friendly lubricants, such 
as biodegradability, toxicity, and the use of renewable raw materials. Not only do biolubricants 
have a reduced impact on the environment, but they are also better for workers, since their 
toxicity is lower than conventional lubricants. The website provides guidance for public 
procurement in the Netherlands as well, to encourage the purchase of greener lubricants. 
Biosmeermiddelen.nl in only available in Dutch so far, but an English summary is to be published 
soon. 
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For further information, please visit the Biosmeermiddelen website or consult the Lubricants 
webpage on the EU Ecolabel website. 

http://www.biosmeermiddelen.nl/Home/tabid/1270/language/nl-NL/Default.aspx
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/



