
Spain: regions play a big role for the EU Ecolabel 

 

Spain is different from the majority of European countries, being divided in seventeen autonomous 
regions (Comunidades Autónomas) composed of one or more provinces. The State transfers to 
each of those regions a wide range of responsibilities, including environmental competences. This 
explains the existence of six Spanish EU Ecolabel competent bodies instead of one. This specificity 
offers an opportunity to see how regions can help promote the EU Ecolabel and provide guidance to 
potential applicants.  

In the case of the Valencia region, composed of three provinces (Valencia, Alicante and Castellón), 
local level operation makes it easier to communicate and to develop EU Ecolabel activities in close 
cooperation with companies. Among others, a great example of these activities is the practical EU 
Ecolabel workshop organised by the Clean Technologies Centre (CTL) of the Environment, Water, 
Town Planning and Housing Department of the Valencia Government on March 3rd 2010, focusing 
on regional tourist accommodation services. 

The aim of this event, held in Paterna, was to promote the EU Ecolabel and to explain criteria on 
Tourist accommodation services and Campsites. Practical insight into these criteria was provided to 
attendees, such as verifying criteria fulfilment through specific IT tools. The workshop also 
elaborated on subsidies to be granted by the Ministry of Tourism of the Valencia Government to 
businesses and tourist accommodation in the region. This year, the main beneficiaries of these 
subsidies are companies implementing ecolabelling projects or making investments to improve 
their resources management and competitiveness (e.g. energy and water savings, reduction of 
greenhouse gases, waste and noise and/or light pollution). The CTL lastly talked about the new 
Regulation on the EU Ecolabel in order to clarify the application of new fees as well as discount 
opportunities. 

As intermediaries between local producers and the Government, regions, such as the Valencia 
region in Spain, are well positioned to encourage those whose products or services meet the EU 
Ecolabel criteria to apply for the ecolabel and to support regional development at the same time.  

 

 
EU Ecolabel workshop targeting Tourist accommodation services in the Valencia region, Spain. 

 
 

For further information, please contact the Valencian Competent Body, consult the list of national 
CBs or the EU Ecolabel website.  

 

http://www.cma.gva.es/intro.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/contacts/competent_bodies_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/contacts/competent_bodies_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/index_en.htm

