
Ecolabelling, towards a more sustainable society 

The relationship between ecolabelling and poverty reduction was the main focus of the side-event 
at the UNSDC-18 that brought together the Nordic Council of Ministers and UNEP. Held on May 
13th, the event considered the ways in which developing sustainable production and consumption 
patterns could lead to a more sustainable society.  

The two main actors agreed on the importance of ecolabelling schemes, particularly in promoting 
sustainable development in developing countries. The Nordic Council of Ministers, which is part of 
the Sustainable Development Commission (SDC), has shown their commitment to ecolabelling as 
part of their efforts to bring about a more sustainable mode of production and consumption 
through cooperation and experience sharing. This organisation works closely with UNEP in order to 
achieve these efforts. UNEP offers technical assistance and capacity building to these countries in 
order to help them access ecolabelling opportunities. For more information on the work carried out 
by UNEP and ecolabelling, please check out our latest Flower newsletter here.  

Both UNEP and the Nordic Council of Ministers emphasised the importance of type 1 ecolabels such 
as the EU ecolabel in enhancing sustainable production and consumption as they adopt a life-cycle 
approach, using multiple criteria and third-party certification. As the Swedish State Secretary, 
Elisabet Falemo pointed out, ecolabels also promote a more environmentally friendly mode of 
production. Furthermore, these schemes offer consumers a wider choice of green products. 

The African ecolabelling mechanism discussed by Andrew Maiyo, Secretary General from the 
African Organization for Standardization (ARSO), shows how ecolabelling can offer a competitive 
advantage for companies in developing countries whilst promoting low emission practices, thereby 
contributing to the fight against climate change.  

Even though more concrete actions are needed to help companies from developing countries to 
become certified, this event shows how ecolabelling schemes can have a positive effect on 
production and consumption patterns. This in turn helps towards the development of a more 
sustainable society. 
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For more information, please visit the UNEP website for ecolabelling and the Nordic Council of 
Ministers website. You can find interesting information on this event such as speakers, 
presentations and more here. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecolabel/news/archives/flower_news/2010_may/flower_news_en.pdf
http://www.unep.fr/scp/ecolabelling/
http://www.norden.org/en
http://www.norden.org/en
http://www.norden.org/en/nordic-council-of-ministers/council-of-ministers/ministers-for-co-operation-mr-sam/sustainable-development/the-united-nations-commission-on-sustainable-development-csd/csd-18-in-new-york/program-for-nordic-side-event-at-the-csd-18

