
 

First student residence to obtain the EU Ecolabel in Europe 

Who are the luckiest “eco-students” in Europe? The 391 young people who live in the Lungodora 
University Residence in Turin: their home has just been awarded the EU Ecolabel for 
accommodation services. This environmental certification was created by the European Commission 
to identify products and services with high environmental performance. Thanks to the championing 
role of EDISU (the regional organisation promoting the right to access university studies), the EU 
Ecolabel has now been awarded for the first time to a student residence. 

The Lungodora University Residence is a unique place providing comfortable accommodation and 
offering its students “green training”. “A course about sustainability is offered to students”, explain 
the promoters, “which takes place both through education in sustainable consumption, but also 
through improvement in the buildings’ environmental quality”.  

“The Lungodora Residence is not a ‘hotel-type’ accomodation. In a way it is a home, it is the 
‘house’ of the students and for this reason it seemed important to guide them towards a more 
sustainable way of life, which is the real meaning of the EU Ecolabel certification,” explains Maria 
Grazia Pellerino, President of EDISU.  

The practice of the ‘do not waste’ as well as that ‘being ethical is also economic’ gives concrete 
results”, states Nicola de Ruggiero, the Regional Councillor. Cosimo Biasi, from the Centro Studi 
Ambientali of Turin, is confirming some of the numbers giving examples of the anti-waste policy: 
“One of the many actions carried out at the Lungodora Residence was to bring down the average 
lighting level within the limits allowed by law. Deactivating a few unnecessary lights will save as 
much as EUR 9,000 per annum with an annual reduction in carbon dioxide emissions equal to  
19,000 kilos.” 

The Lungodora Residence is now an "environmental laboratory" earning top marks, equipped with 
technology and equipment to reduce the consumption of energy, water and materials, including the 
biggest solar thermal system in Piedmont. Educational material is provided in rooms and communal 
areas and residents are encouraged to replicate and share their good practices and habits with 
families and friends, so the students are becoming teachers.  
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For more information about the project, please contact Alessandra Mazzotta – Press office Centro 
Studi Ambientali: info@studiambientali.to.it, tel.: +39 011 19710596 or visit: 
www.studiambientali.to.it 


