
Training of Trainers “Ecolabelling: what it is and how to do it”: the 
EU Ecolabel, an example for developing countries 

The Train-the-Trainers workshop is a key activity of the UNEP project “Enabling developing 
countries to seize ecolabelling opportunities” that sets the stage for capacity-building and technical 
assistance in the project target countries China, India, Kenya, South Africa, Brazil and Mexico. It 
took place in Bonn, Germany on September 14th – 17th 2009, and gathered national and 
international experts from the participant countries. 

The objectives of the training were to improve understanding of the concept of ecolabelling, its 
rationale, policy, operation and key factors for its efficacy. It was divided into four corresponding 
core modules. 

Additional sessions focused on practical exercises, including role play and case studies on the 
experiences of two textile companies from developing countries, whose products were awarded the 
EU Flower: Thong Thai Textile in Thailand and RJ Knitwear Limited in India. Moreover a 
representative from Sony Europe talked about their example of ecolabelling televisions, thus 
providing the perspective of a multinational company.  

A number of international experts on ecolabelling including those involved in criteria development 
and marketing of the EU Ecolabel contributed to the production of a training package. This will be 
later adapted into an e-learning tool and available as an independent study course on the InWEnt 
e-learning platform (a global capacity-building institution affiliated with the German government 
and specialised in vocational training for developing countries). 

The trainees are expected to adapt the material to the specificities of their countries and deliver 
similar workshops directly to industries and governments. They should be able to assess the 
technical adaptation required by industries, assist companies in the target countries in handling the 
application process for the EU Ecolabel and successfully market such products. 

The organisers of the event noted: “This workshop is a milestone of this project that tries to 
demonstrate how ecolabelling can contribute to sustainable development of emerging and 
developing countries”. 

 
Practical exercise during the workshop 

For further information about the UNEP project, please visit the following website: 
www.unep.fr/scp/ecolabelling and www.fr1.estis.net/sites/eco-label or consult the EU Ecolabel Web 
News of March 2009. 
The training material is uploaded on the project website and available here. 


