
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

9th European Forum on Eco-Innovation, 29/30 November 2010, Brussels 

Access to finance – the number one problem facing eco-innovators 

Access to finance is an essential step for the start up and growth of a business. The development and 
successful exploitation of eco-innovation in Europe requires support and funding to successfully bring 
new ideas to the market. The 9th European Forum on Eco-Innovation looks at the current trends and 
discusses the challenges faced by both the financial bodies providing funding and the predominantly 
small and medium-sized eco-enterprises that need funding to develop their potential.  

This event brings together informed parties, from banks, investment funds and agencies running 
financial programmes, to small eco-innovators, policymakers and potential customers, including also 
business intermediaries such as consultants and facilitators, as well as association representatives. 

The ETAP Forum will identify the challenges faced in funding eco-innovation. Moreover it will set out 
recommendations for good practice that could greatly improve the design of financial support 
programmes at EU level and remove barriers to eco-innovation. This practical, hands-on approach is 
one of the most important elements of the forum, ensuring a maximum of interaction between 
participants.  

Financing is essential if Europe is to reap the benefits of eco-innovation. The first Forum in 2006 
explored the range of financing opportunities available for eco-innovation, with an emphasis on 
approaches that harness public/private interactions. This 9th edition of the Forum will focus on how to 
improve access to finance, particularly in the early stages. 

  

 
About the event 

Plenary sessions will address the market reality – the trends, opportunities and challenges involved 
in financing eco-innovators. Sessions will also examine the situation from the perspective of funding 
bodies including national and regional schemes.  

An overview of EU initiatives supporting eco-innovation including the Competitiveness and 
Innovation Framework Programme (CIP) Financial instruments, Eco-innovation Pilot projects, Life 
Environment and Risk Sharing Finance – targeting different stages in the innovation cycle 

Practical experience case studies will concentrate on the experiences of private enterprises, 
financial institutions and business intermediaries in eco-innovation financing. The perspective will be 
that of in-depth case studies giving insights into different industries. 

Location: Hotel Plaza Brussels, Boulevard Adolphe Max Laan, 126, 1000 Brussels  

  



Full list of speakers: 

• Janez Potočnik, Commissioner for the Environment, European Commission 
• Professor Anders Flodström, Vice Chairman of the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) 
• Andrew Thomson, Senior Research Analyst, Cleantech Group 
• Joachim Grill, CEO, SOT Biotech GmbH 
• David Walker, European Investment Bank (EIB Group) 
• Lauri Ylöstalo, CEO, Lahti Science and Business Park 
• Dr Coenraad de Vries, Managing Partner Start Green Venture Capital 
• Kim Moller, Chairman of the Board, Oxford Research 
• Hervé Martin, Head of Unit LIFE Environment and Eco-Innovation, Directorate-General for the Environment, 

European Commission 
• Wolfram Tertschnig, Austrian Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management 
• Dr Christian Kuhne, German Federal Ministry of the Environment, Nature Conservation and Transport 
• Claire Munck, Managing Director, European Trade Association for Business Angels, Seed Funds, and other 

Early Stage Market Players (EBAN) 
• Beatriz Yordi, Head of Eco-innovation unit, Executive Agency for Competiveness and Innovation (EACI), 

European Commission 
• Prof. Dr Rolf Wüstenhagen, Director, Institute for Economy and the Environment, University of St. Gallen 
• Henrik Olsén, European Private Equity & Venture Capital Association (EVCA), Environmental Technologies 

Fund 
• Raymond van Ermen, Executive Director, European Partners for the Environment (EPE) 
• Timo Makela, Director for International Affairs & Life, Directorate-General for the Environment, European 

Commission 
• Gerassimos Thomas, Director, Directorate-General for Economic and Financial Affairs, European 

Commission 
• Patrick Lambert, Director, Executive Agency for Competiveness and Innovation (EACI), European 

Commission 
• Matthias Ummenhofer, Head Equity Fund Investments, European Investment Fund 
• Jean-David Malo, Head of Unit, Regions of Knowledge and research potential, Directorate-General for 

Research, European Commission 

 

MEDIA INFORMATION 

Journalists are invited to attend for any or all parts of the conference. A dedicated media desk will be 
available to assist with any requests and a room will be available for interviews. To request an 
interview in advance of the event, please contact Ilka Neumann (etapmedia@pracsis.be).  

Media relations contact: Ilka Neumann, etapmedia@pracsis.be, Tel: +32 2 340 30 67 
Secretariat contact: Cédric Hananel, etapforum.eu@pracsis.be, Tel: +32 2 340 30 64  
Website: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ecoinnovation2010/2nd_forum/index_en.htm 
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