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Dear Participants,

I am very pleased to welcome you all to Copenhagen  
on the eve of the 15th Meeting of the Committee  
of the Parties to the Convention on Climate Change.  

Scientific evidence has forced our societies to take  
into account the effects of global warming. The need  
to mitigate further global warming is evident. But  
mitigation is not enough. Already, we can see severe  
impacts on the environment such as droughts,  
heat waves, extreme rain and flooding. As a result,  
we need to start acting to adapt to those challenges  
globally and in the EU. 

Adaptation requires new innovative environmental  
solutions. Therefore sustainable and functional  
eco-innovations must be developed to combat  
and to adapt to climate change. 

Throughout Europe we have seen several examples  
of how eco-innovations have helped find smart  
solutions to adapt to climate changes. For instance,  
new environmental technologies have been used  
to ease the management of extreme rainfall and flooding. 

In order to promote and further stimulate eco-innovative 
measures in all EU Member States, the Environmental 
Technology Action Plan – ETAP - has been set up. ETAP 
has a strong focus on mitigating climate change, but the 
role of eco-innovation in adaptation to climate change  
has not yet received the same attention. 

I am proud to host this 7th Forum on Eco-innovation  
on this crucial topic. I strongly encourage you all to  
take part in the discussions on how to further develop  
innovative solutions for adapting to a changing climate.

Mr. Troels Lund Poulsen 
Danish Minister  
for the Environment  

Welcome to the  
7th European Forum on Eco-Innovation 
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Welcome to the seventh forum on eco-innovation

While we have yet to grasp the full measure of global  
warming, it is essential that we work both on the mitigation 
of climate change and on adaptation to its unavoidable 
effects if we are to meet the environmental challenges  
that we ourselves have caused over the past 50 years. 

Adaptation measures will have to be taken at national, 
regional and local levels. They will include ensuring more 
efficient use of scarce water resources, adapting building 
codes to new and more extreme climatic conditions, and 
making sure that nature is in the best position to survive. 
But adaptation will be a long process. It will require close 
co-ordination between policymakers, industry, scientists, 
non-governmental organisations and citizens alike. 

The European Environmental Technology Action Plan 
(ETAP) is an important part of this process. Environmental 
technologies and eco-innovation can play a key role in  
ensuring successful climate adaptation. I welcome your 
ideas on the roles these technologies can play, on possible  
new approaches to collaboration, and on the financial 
mechanisms we need to ensure an effective response.

With your help, we can share ideas and experience,  
and come up with recommendations to the EU and  
Member States for establishing new frameworks to  
support effective adaptation measures. 

Much is expected of us in this meeting. Let us live up to 
these expectations by making bold and inventive recom-
mendations to help shape the future of eco-innovation in 
Europe. Our work can help build a better world for us all.

Karl Falkenberg 
Director General
European Commission, Environment DG
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Day One 
Monday 23rd November 2009

09:00 Registration and coffee

10:00 Welcome, agenda and process
 Mr. Troels Lund Poulsen1, Danish Minister for the Environment 
 Mr. Peter Woodward, facilitator

10:20 Adapting to climate change – a major challenge for Europe
 Impacts, issues and opportunities for eco-innovation
 Professor Jacqueline McGlade2, European Environment Agency, Executive Director
 
 Table discussions and Q & A

11:10 Coffee

11:40 Innovating to tackle the adaptation challenge at all scales
 Presentation White Paper: Adapting to climate change - towards an European  
 framework for action
 Mr. Gustaaf Borchardt3, DG Environment, European Commission, Directorate D
 
 National: Netherlands – fundamental rethink of national water strategy 
 Mr. Pier Vellinga4, Wageningen University, Centre of Water and Climate, 
 Alterra, Director

 Regional: Rhine and Westphalia – towards an integrated adaptation strategy
 Dr. Alexander Schink5, Ministry of the Environment, Conversation, Agriculture  
 and Consumer Protection, State Secretary

 City: Barcelona – responses to the water scarcity challenge 
 Mr. Lorenzo Galbiati6, Agència Catalana de l’Aigua, Coordinador d’Àrees 
 Table discussions and Q & A

 Group and panel discussion

13:00 Lunch 
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Side Event (optional)
Results of the first CIP calls for projects.
Q & A  
Mrs. Beatriz Yordi,  
Executive Agency for Competitiveness and Innovation (EACI)

14:00 Harnessing environmental technologies for effective adaptation 
 The session will highlight experience from employing environmental technologies  
 at different scales and circumstances across Europe
  
 Host city case study – Climate change adaptation in Copenhagen -  
 Planning and implementing innovative solutions
 Mr Jan Rasmussen and Mrs Dorthe Rømø7, City of Copenhagen

14:20 Rising to the challenge - Case studies 
 Delegates attend 3 from 20 table-based case studies
 Focus on key insights and lessons learnt
 Each group identifies one emerging insight/issue from table sessions

15:50 Afternoon tea 

16:05 Learning lessons from the application of environmental technologies 
 Group and plenary discussion of key insights with panel drawn from
 four case study presenters

16:40 What’s on the environmental technology radar?
 Scanning the horizon for innovation in adaptation technologies 
 Mr. Aaron Atteridge8, Stockholm Environment Institute, Researcher

17:00 Free time for Forum connections - Bring your business cards!!!
 Getting ready for evening activities

 
 

18:00 European Eco-innovation Challenge: An energetic networking activity!

20:00 Evening buffet (Østerbro)
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Day Two 
Tuesday 24th November 2009

09:30 Creating new innovative capacities and frameworks  
 to implement effective adaptation

 Working with risk – The Insurance Industry
 Dr. Peter Höppe9, Münchener Rückversicherungs-Gesellschaft AG, Analyst 

 New finance models – The Banking Industry  
 Mr. Magnus Rystedt10, Nordic Environment Finance Corporation (NEFCO), 
 Managing Director

 Harnessing business - Manufacturing Industry
 Mr. Henrik Dissing11, Danish Federation of Industries, Head of eco-innovation sector 

 The Civil society perspective
 Mr. Dennis Pamlin12, Independent Consultant (formerly WWF)
 
 Q & A / Panel discussion 

10:55 How do we enable more effective action on adaptation?
 Table groups formulate recommendation(s)

11:20 Coffee break (Foyer)

11:50 The way forward – Conference recommendations
 Discussion and consensus on recommendations with plenary  

12:50 Closing remarks
 Mr. Karl Falkenberg, DG Environment, European Commission, Director General

13:00 Conference close
 Optional 2-hour Copenhagen Harbour tour (incl. lunch) – Adaptation solutions in practice
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Conclusion of ETAP 6th European Forum  
on Eco-innovation, Berlin, April 2009

The main themes recurring throughout the debate included:

W    hile a wide range of opportunities is available,  
companies need to take a long term view,  
factoring-in the life cycle perspective, rather than  
looking for a ‘quick fix’.

   ygolonhcet lufsseccus rof noitulos elgnis on si erehT  
transfer in green products as demands come from 
different sources in different recipient countries,  
and these demands are met in different ways by  
the originating industries.

    Finance is crucial and there is a need to establish 
good links to the financial market. Once banks are 
ready to lend, industry can make money. It is also 
important to get governments involved, particularly  
at the early stage of the project when risks are  
typically the highest.

    elbatius si tahw ees ot seigolonhcet gnitsixe ta kooL 
for developing countries.

    Monitoring of technology transfer projects should  
look at knowledge transferred not just the number  
of participants. Time is necessary to train mentors  
and build trust.

 

Based on the list of business factors and the second day’s 
discussions, the participants developed a series of key 
recommendations for the Forum:
 
   Adapting technology to developing country needs;

   Establishing trust with local partners;

   Long-term impact assessments;

   Simplifying regulations;

   Ensuring efficient use of public and private funding;

    Reducing credit risk for SMEs at the early stage  
of transfer;

    Role for developing country governments to stimulate 
demand;

   Involving recipient country governments in financing;

    EU funding for small-scale projects in developed  
and third-world countries;

    Network support for SMEs in developing countries; 
and

    rehtegot gnignirb murof PATE na fo tnemhsilbatsE 
stakeholders from EU and developing countries.
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Technology transfer has a major role to play in greening economic development, 
both within the European Union and globally. The approximately 200 participants  
in the 6th European Forum on Eco-Innovation in Berlin, Germany, reviewed the possibilities  
offered by eco-innovation and environmental technologies in meeting the twin challenges 
of environmental degradation and the economic crisis. Their objective was to identify 
more effective ways to encourage technology transfer within Europe and worldwide – 
with a particular focus on support for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
and co-operation with developing countries.
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Next forum: 8th European Forum on Eco-Innovation 

Making Eco-Innovation happens  
in Small and Medium-sized Enterprises

7th ETAP Forum on Eco-innovation  
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Bilbao (Spain)
Tuesday 20th & Wednesday 21st April 2010

For further information
Visit the official ETAP website for latest  
information on:
  Policy and actions
  Innovative technologies
  Fund resources
  Links and forthcoming events
  ETAP news and other communication tools

Contact information
Directorate General Environment
Unit Research, Science and Innovation
Tel.: +32 (0)2 296 48 88
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/etap
Contact: Env-technology@ec.europa.eu


