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Germany is honoured to host the Sixth European Forum on Eco-Innovation. Based on the 

Environmental Technologies Action Plan ETAP and organized in parallel to the International Trade 

Fair WASSER BERLIN, the forum brings eco-innovators from all over Europe together to share 

experience, identify demands and agree on common steps in order to promote environmental 

technology transfer. With the expertise of delegates from international business and research, the 

forum offers a unique opportunity to exchange information about the needs and challenges of 

technology transfer and to contribute to eco-innovation strategies.

Dear participants,

Astrid Klug
Parliamentary State Secretary 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Protection 
and Nuclear Safety

Environmental technologies have a key role to play to meet the 
enormous global challenges of sustainable development we are 
facing today. The problems of climate change and water pollution 
and scarcity require innovative techniques and services. The 
economic crisis will even strengthen the demand for eco-efficient 
solutions. It is up to all of us to make eco-innovation an integrated 
tool of sustainable development and economic recovery. 

2009 is the European year of creativity and innovation. The title of 
the forum “Creating Partnerships for Stimulating Economic Renewal” 
makes clear that ETAP aims at encouraging the trans-national 
networking of innovative companies, especially small and medium-
sized enterprises and all other actors in the innovation process. In 
order to foster eco-innovation, we have to create synergies between 
research, environment and business. A new quality of creative 
cooperation between eco-innovators is required to direct the high 
potential of the European eco-industry towards ecological benefits 
as well as to social and economic welfare for all people in the world. 

I cordially welcome you to the 6th Forum on Eco-Innovation, 
which we organized in cooperation with the European 
Commission and our neighbouring countries Poland, the 
Netherlands, Denmark and the Czech Republic. May I invite 
you to actively participate in the networking process in the 
framework of ETAP. I am looking forward to fruitful discussions. 
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The world economy is going through a 
severe economic crisis. Many fear that our 
environmental ambitions will need to take 
second place to the more pressing concerns 
of safeguarding jobs and restoring economic 
growth. However the challenges of climate 
change or natural resource depletion, just to 
name a few, are still just as serious. Our failure 
to address these challenges properly will make 
any economic recovery unsustainable in the 
long run. Beyond the immediate concerns of 
the design of the future international financial 
architecture, world leaders must take bold 
measures to address social and environmental 
crises, at the same time and with the same 
urgency. 

The European Union attaches great importance to eco-
innovation in creating new and better jobs, as well as 
safeguarding our planet and the environment we live in. 
Mobilizing creativity, willingness and investments for new 
solutions and cleaner technologies, and at the same time 
re-focusing the global economy away from fossil fuel reliance, 
preserving natural resources such as water, forests and soils 
is the best way to address today’s challenges and prepare for 
the future. These are also the key messages of the Economic 
Recovery Plan proposed by the European Commission 
and endorsed by the Member States. The Environmental 
Technologies Action Plan is the key to accelerating the uptake 
of novel environmental technologies.

I welcome the discussions at the 6th Forum on Eco-
innovation. We will address the topic of the transfer of green 
technologies both within the EU and globally, particularly 
to developing countries. Within the EU we need to create 
a strong commitment to promote eco-innovation and new 

“green-collar” jobs, especially in small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs). But the challenges we face are global and we need global 
actions to address them, including increased efforts to remove all 
barriers to the environmental goods trade. Our trading partners need 
access to new and innovative technologies to achieve the goals of 
sustainable development. However, access is not enough. Realizing 
the benefits of technology transfer depends upon the capacity 
of recipient economies to apply new technologies efficiently, to 
create synergies with local suppliers and to engage public and 
private decision-makers. This in turn requires a certain degree of 
technological sophistication. Domestic research and development 
capacity and the general knowledge level of our human resources 
are the key drivers of technology transfer. Green technology transfer 
can be a win-win opportunity for all, including the European green 
industry: let us not miss it!

The challenges we face are many. The need for concerted action is 
pressing. I invite all participants to be bold and innovative. Challenge 
our speakers and your fellow Forum participants! There is a crucial 
and urgent need for creative, forward-looking and ‘transformational 
thinking’! Be bold in your recommendations and seize the 
opportunity to help drive the transition to a green and sustainable 
world economy!

Welcome to the Sixth European Forum  
on Eco-innovation

Mr. Karl Falkenberg
Director General DG Environment, European Commission
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Greening the economy is crucial in addressing the current financial crisis and overcoming global 

environmental challenges. Governments worldwide are launching economic stimulus packages 

to address the current problems – and many countries are making important provisions for green 

investments. This provides us with the critical mass of investment to achieve the transition to a 

green economy. European green technology providers must seize the opportunity –  

an opportunity supported by the Environmental Technologies Action Plan, the main political 

platform for EU initiatives within the field of environmental technologies.

Technology transfer – 
the key to greening our economy

Eco-innovation and environmental technologies represent a 
promising pathway to economic renewal. Effective technology 
transfer is an essential element for exploiting the huge potential of 
this sector. This means developing a more effective approach to 
technology transfers both within our economies in Europe – for 
example between research institutes and technology SMEs – 
and globally, as provided for in most international agreements for 
development or international trade.

Efficient technology transfer is an essential step in the further 
development of environmental technologies and increased 
dissemination of eco-innovations. However, there are pressing 
concerns that we must address before we can make greater 
progress. In particular, we must overcome the challenges in making 
the process financially beneficial for both parties in a technology-
transfer agreement, while preventing unintended third-party 
exploitation of the technologies involved. We need to equip the host 
country with the necessary skills and knowledge to fully exploit the 
green technologies.

We need a collaborative effort to meet the challenges of ensuring 
efficient technology exchanges at local, regional and international 
level – not only within Europe but also globally. It is only in this way 
that we can overcome the many obstacles involved – from lack of 
co-ordination between government policies at all levels to difficulties 
of encouraging better commercial exploitation of research results. 

So, what new environmental and research policy instruments should 
our policymakers be developing to encourage technology transfer in 
green products? Should public support focus primarily on projects 
that are attractive technology transfer facilitators and networks? 
How can we encourage European companies to develop these 
new technologies for economic benefit in Europe and in the rest of 
the world? And how can we direct funding to the best cases most 
effectively in the current climate of fear on risk taking?

What role can technology platforms play in defining the strategic 
technology needs for industry in the transfer of technologies, in 
particular the key mechanisms for technology and knowledge 
transfer? How do we get all the stakeholders to participate? What 
role should our research institutes and universities be playing in 
developing new environmental innovations? How can these eco-
innovations be best brought to the market? 

Finally, how can we improve technology transfer in eco-innovation 
to emerging economies and developing countries? Do we need to 
improve international agreements in this field? And what role should 
such technology transfer play in the climate-change debate in 
Copenhagen later this year?

This forum in Berlin is intended to provide an opportunity for all 
stakeholders to help find answers to these questions as well as 
exchange ideas and share best practices. The outcome should 
play a role in helping Europe to face up to the opportunities and 
responsibilities in a new, greener global economy.
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10.00    Registration

Session 1: Framing the debate
Objectives: In order to address the financial crisis governments around the world 
are preparing economic stimulus packages. Experts around the world advocate the 
transition to a green economy as a way to address the current market failures. Some 
countries like China included important provisions for green investments in their stimulus 
package ($200 bn out of $580 bn). This creates a huge chance to shift the economy to a 
green footing and should provide European green technology providers with new market 
opportunities.  Technology transfers are involved in this approach, both within European 
economies, for example between research institutes to technology SMEs, and globally, 
as provided in most international agreements for development or international trade. 

During this session the Forum will discuss the policy context of technology transfer, 
in particular for green technologies at the national, EU and global level – looking at 
environmental and research policy instruments as well as the role of the business 
community. 

11.00  Welcome to Berlin  
  >  Ms. Astrid Klug, Parliamentary State Secretary, German Federal Ministry 

for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety

11.15   From challenges to opportunities: harnessing the potential  
of green technology transfer

  >  Karl Falkenberg, Director General DG Environment,  
European Commission

11.30  Science Community Perspective
   >  Mrs. Manuela Soares, Director for the Environment, DG Research, 

European Commission

11.45  Business perspective
   >  Mr. Hans G. Huber, CEO Hans Huber AG, (German Environmental 

Award 2006)

12.00  International perspective
   >   Dr. Guido Sonnemann, Programme Officer for Sustainable Innovation, 

Division of Technology, Industry and Economics, UNEP

12.15    Café-style discussion

12.30   Lunch

Day 1
Thursday 2nd April 2009

Ms Astrid Klug

Karl Falkenberg

Mr Hans G. Huber

Dr Guido Sonneman
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Session 2: From Research to the Markets
Case studies of involving partnerships highlighting crucial success activities, insights,  
implications and recommendations.

This session will hear about the role of technology platforms in defining the strategic technology needs 
for industry and the role technology platforms play in the transfer of technologies in particular the key 
mechanisms for technology and knowledge transfer.

13.30  Multi stakeholders’ partnerships for a strategic research agenda
  >  Ms Diane d’Arras, Chair of the  Water supply and sanitation Technology Platform 

(WssTP), Director of Research and Development at Suez Environment
  
13.45  Government-driven partnerships to promote national systems  
  >   Mr. Thomas Alstrup,  FORA - The Danish Enterprise and Construction,  

Authority’s Division for Research
  
14.00  Panel: successful partnerships for economic renewal
   The second part of the session will include a discussion around several 

examples of local partnerships geared to economic renewal and the experience 
of technology transfer in this process. The role of innovation clusters and links 
between research results and economic renewal will be highlighted. 

  Summary presentation Clusters and Competitiveness
  >  Peter Woodward/DG ENTR

  Translating research results to marketable products  
  >  Mr. Martin Bittens, Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research – UFZ Leipzig.  

The Terra Aqua, Site Remediation Centre TASK 

  Mobilising regional potential for technology development and economic renewal
  > Mr. Andrzej Rybka, Managing Director, Aviation Valley Cluster

  Responding to environmental challenges through cluster partnerships
  > Mr. Tiberio Daddi, Laboratory MAIN (Management and Innovation) Sant’Anna University

   Rehabilitation of mining sites in Eastern Germany - Successful linkage of 
Research and Adaptation:

  >  Dr. Friedrich von Bismarck, CEO for the Governmental Program for the Rehabilitation 
of East-German Lignite Mines  

14.45  Coffee Break

Mr Thomas Alstrup 

Mr Martin Bittens

Mr Andrzej Rybka

Mr Tiberio Daddi

Dr. Friedrich von Bismarck
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Session 3: Improving Market Conditions: 
What are the key mechanisms for creating a favourable environment?

Key questions: Should public support actions primarily focus on projects that are attractive 
for medium sized companies? What should be the focus of technology transfer facilitators and 
networks, the actors (the technology provider, the local recipient, industrial or public customers) or 
the technologies, or both? What are the skills needs of technology transfer managers? What are the 
specific features of environmental

15.15  How to develop business from concept to market?
   >  Mr. Ben Butters, Director European Affairs, Eurochambres 

15.30  Business perspective from SMEs 
  >  Mr. Hans Wouters, Co-director at Brightwork and manager at Mannen van de Wit - 

Innovation Office Watertechnologies NWP

15.45   Networking for Innovation: barriers, enablers and current trends of cluster 
initiatives. Excellence in Water Technology and Water 

   >  Mr. Hubertus Soppert, Vice Chair of German Water Partnership e.V.

16.00   Support for SMEs: The Enterprise Europe Network and its Sector Group 
Environment

  >  Mr. Peter Wolfmeyer, Chair of the Sector Group Environment, ZENIT GmbH  

16.15  Café-style discussion – Formulation of recommendations 

17.15    Close

19.00   Cocktail organised by the Federal Ministry for the  
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety

 
From 19.00  
to 20.30   Opernpalais
  Salon Königin Luise
  Unter den Linden 5, 10117 Berlin

  The nearest metro station (U2) is “Stadtmitte”

Mr Ben Butters

Mr Hans Wouters

Mr Hubertus Soppert

Mr Peter Wolfmeyer
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Day 2
Friday 3rd April 2009
Session 4:  Acting Globally: Practical capacity 
building for eco-innovation 
 
Bringing eco-innovative responses to the needs in developing countries

Key questions: What is the state of play in technology transfer and capacity building in clean 
technologies, particularly to emerging economies and developing countries? How successful 
have the various international agreements been? What are the best-case examples of successful 
technology transfer? What were the key elements of success of these agreements? What were the 
biggest barriers? What is the perspective for the future, particularly what role should be assigned to 
technology transfer in the post-Kyoto agreement on climate change?  

All speakers are invited to suggest a recommendation

09.30  State of play
  >  Dr. Guido Sonnemann, Programme Officer for Sustainable Innovation, DTIE, UNEP

09.45  Perspective of developing countries
  >   Mr. Steven Hunt, Senior Energy Consultant and International Projects Manager, 

Practical Action Consulting and PISCES (the DFID Bioenergy Research Programme 
Consortium)

10.00   Drivers of technology transfer for climage change mitigation  
and environmental technologies

  > Mr. Nick Johnstone, Empirical Policy Analysis Unit, OECD
 
10.15  Water for a Changing World: Enhancing Local Knowledge and Capacity
  >  Mrs. Aleid Diepeveen, Manager, Wetsus

10.30  Examples of business based eco-innovation for developing countries   
  >  Mr. Jens Ove Frederiksen, Business Development Manager, Grundfos
 
10.45  Formulation of recommendations 

11.15  Coffee Break

Dr Guido Sonnemann

Ms Aleid Diepeveen

Mr Jens Ove Frederiksen

Steven Hunt
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Mr Timo Makela

Mr Thomas Track

Ms Aleid Diepeveen

Dr Susanne Lottermoser

Session 5:  Moving forward from the 
Conference
11.45  Panel discussion
   To focus on the recommendations coming out of the morning and previous days debates 

plus suggestions from the panellists; the recommendations should feed into the review of 
the Environmental Technologies Action Plan that is being prepared by the Commission.

  > Mrs. Aleid Diepeveen, Westus  
  >  Mr. Timo Makela, Director for Sustainable Development,  

DG Environment, European Commission
  > Mr. Thomas Track, Dechema 
  >   Mr. Steven Hunt, Practical Action Consulting and PISCES (the DFID Bioenergy  

Research Programme Consortium)

12.40  Closing Remarks
  >  Dr. Susanne Lottermoser, Deputy Director-General, German 
  Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Protection and Nuclear Safety   

12.50  Close

Steven Hunt
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The ETAP website is an up-to-date news source of the latest developments in the world of eco-innovation and 
environmental technologies. It offers a wealth of information on relevant topics. Every two weeks news articles are 
published on cutting edge green technologies, as well as the most recent policy announcements from both the EU 
Institutions and the Member States. In addition, interviews with key players in the field, and case-studies of thriving 
initiatives, provide an insight into the various aspects of the sector. Apart from just keeping its readers abreast of the 
most recent developments, the website also provides important information on the European national roadmaps, financial 
schemes, and upcoming European events. By regularly providing specialised eco-innovation and environmental news 
items, the ETAP website keeps policymakers, stakeholders and academics ahead of the game in terms of knowledge of 
this evolving sector.      

For the latest developments in eco-innovation and environmental technology please visit: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/etap

Don’t hesitate to contact us at etap@pracsis.be

The ETAP website: a collective voice for 
innovative environmental technologies

The European Forum on Eco-Innovation brings together business and policy perspectives 
in a unique event that explores strategic orientations for eco-innovation and environmental 
technologies, in support of the EU Environmental Technologies Action Plan (ETAP). 

Decision makers and actors from finance, technology development, business, policy development, 
academia and NGOs debate and discuss relevant topics.

Recommendations of the Forum provide pertinent and timely suggestions for future action aimed 
at business and finance, as well as National and European policy makers.

European Forum on Eco-Innovation 
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Creativity and innovation 
contribute to economic 
prosperity as well as to social 
and individual wellbeing.

A series of issues need to be tackled to encourage emerging 
technologies for eco-innovation:

• Fostering new business models along the value chain;
• Focusing on services rather than products;
• Robust global vision and goal setting;
• A coherent but flexible legal framework;
• Overcoming financing gaps in the innovation chain;
•  Supporting small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to achieve breakthrough innovations;
•  Awareness raising among consumers and synergy between policy makers; and
•  More transparent risk communication on emerging technologies.

Conclusions of the 5th ETAP Forum on
Emerging Technologies for Eco-Innovation
Opportunities and Risks
Budapest, 15 and 16 October 2008

The European Year of Creativity and Innovation aims to raise awareness of the importance of creativity and innovation for 
personal, social and economic development; to disseminate good practices; to stimulate education and research, and to 
promote policy debate on related issues.

For more information:
http://create2009.europa.eu/
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Europe
ETAP 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/etap/index_en.htm

European Space Agency 
http://www.esa.int/SPECIALS/Technology_Transfer/ESAWQD8OS7D_0.html 

European Environmental Agency 
http://technologies.ew.eea.europa.eu/atlas_map  
 

International organisations
UNFCCC        
http://unfccc.int/cooperation_and_support/technology/items/1126.php

http://unfccc.int/ttclear/jsp/index.jsp
 
UNEP 
http://www.unep.or.jp/ietc/techTran/index.asp 

Germany
Federal Ministry 
http://www.bmu.de/english/aktuell/4152.php

FONA 
http://www.fona.de/
 

UK
Knowledge Transfer Network 
http://www.ktnetworks.co.uk/
 

France
Inria 
http://www.inria-transfert.fr/fr/index.php

Pôle de compétitivité 
http://www.competitivite.gouv.fr/

Directorate General Environment  
Unit Research, Science and Innovation  
Tel: +32 (0)2 296 48 88    
Email: env-technology@ec.europa.eu 

European Commission 
DG Environment
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