
         

CLEAN MARINE AWARD

 
EUROPEAN CLEAN MARINE AWARD 2004 

ENTRY FORM 
 
Please complete this form as fully and clearly as possible, either electronically or in black ink.  Entries in 
any EU language will be considered. 
 
The deadline for receipt of entries is 20 April.  Winners will be notified by 20 May, and invited to attend the 
EU Environmental Award ceremony with Commissioner Wallström in Brussels on 1 June. 
 
Please submit entries electronically, including any attachments, to: env-ships@cec.eu.int 
 
Or send six hard copies by post, including any enclosures, to:  Clean Marine Award 

c/o Nicola Robinson 
European Commission 
200 rue de la Loi 
1049 Brussels 
BELGIUM 

Please indicate the category to which this entry refers: 
 
 a) EU ship operator which has a policy or procedure of low-emission operation   
 beyond regulatory requirements (eg EU-based or EU-flagged shipping company) 
 b)  EU shipper which has a policy or practice of using low-emission ships    

to transport their goods (eg EU-based manufacturing or retail company) 
 c)  EU authority which has a policy or procedure to facilitate low-emission shipping or   
 shore-side activity in port (eg EU-based port, local or national government authority) 
 
1. Full formal or legal name (person, company or organisation) 
 

Volvo Logistics Corporation 
 

2. Address 
 

S-405 08 Göteborg 
Sweden 

 
 
3. Head of entering unit (company/organisation) 
 

Åke Niklasson CEO 
 



 
4. Name of policy, practice or procedure (please keep this as brief as possible): 

- The Corporate Values  
- The Volvo Group Environmental Policy 
- Volvo Logistics’ Environmental Strategy 
- Volvo Logistics’ Environmental Objective (all transport modes) 
 

5. Description of the policy, practice or procedure (max 500 words), including a brief history of its 
development. Give enough information for the Committee to assess the achievement. ALL entries must 
include an accurate summary, and no entry will be considered if this summary is not provided. 

 
Volvo Logistics Corporation (VLC) is a company within the Volvo Group with the mission to deliver 
complete supply chain solutions that add value for our customers worldwide. We develop, purchase and 
manage end-to-end logistics solutions. VLC is ISO 9001 and 14001 certified. 
The corporate values represent the foundation for the Volvo Group with the inherited values from the 
Volvo brand – Quality, Safety and Environmental Care. These values show what is important to us as a 
group and how we want to be judged internally and externally.  
The Volvo Group Environmental Policy expresses our commitment to improve energy and resource 
efficiency and to reduce emissions in all aspects of our business, with a special focus on the use of our 
products in society.  
In our VLC Environmental Strategy we stress that transport on land, at sea and in the air is harmful to the 
environment due to resource consumption and emissions. Therefore we have sharp targets to decrease 
the environmental burden by continuous improvements. This is achieved by: 
1) Ensuring high fill-rates  
2) Performing environment calculations  
3) Establishing environmental demands (emission reduction and environmental systems) on our 

carriers 
All activities are continuously followed up and action plans are developed if targets are not met. If a 
carrier cannot cope with our demands, the carrier will be excluded from our potential supplier list until 
measures are taken. Adherence to our environmental demands and environmental friendly solutions is a 
key parameter we look at when awarding carriers.  
The reduction in emissions of greenhouse gases (CO2), Fertilisers (NOX) and Acidifying substances 
(SOX) has been measured and followed up since 1998 in a yearly environmental survey of carriers. The 
VLC Environmental Target 2001 – 2003 was a reduction by 5% per emission factor and mode of 
transport and tonkm. This was possible to achieve by requiring all our carriers to be ISO 14001 certified 
and demanding the road carriers to use minimum Euro 1 engines. The result for sea carriers on a total 
level was:  
CO2: –19,4% 
NOX: -11%  
SOX: -4% 
The individual progress for each sea carrier is followed up over time and the result is communicated in 
the Volvo Group Environmental report. 
VLC has decided to keep to the same objective for the coming period (2004 – 2006). To reach this VLC 
will set an upper limit for sulphur content in bunker oil and ask Road carriers to use minimum Euro 2 
engines. 
Key suppliers have voluntarily reduced the sulphur content after thorough discussions with VLC, and we 
award business accordingly. One example of this is the co-operation between VLC and WWL 
(Wallenius/Willelmsen) which is our largest supplier (reference: Lena Blomqvist, Vice President 
environmental-, fleet performance, phone: +46 8 772 08 05).  

 
 



 
6. Details of any particularly innovative features, with a focus on environmental benefits.  (Or attach 
supporting material separately). 
 

The annual environmental survey of carriers  
The procedure for measuring the continual improvement in emission reduction includes: 

• Continuity: the measurings have been performed annually since 1998. 
• Guidelines: E.g. for sea carriers VLC is asking for actual emission of CO2, NOX and SOX  

measured as g/tonkm for each ship. A presentation of the emission data based on certified 
measurements is preferred. If that is not available a theoretical calculation is an alternative: 

  

Fuel consumption(g) * Sulphur content * Mole mass relation = Emission factor (g/tonkm) 
   Cargo transported (tonnes) * Distance (km) 

 
 
Fuel consumption: For given cargo (tonnes) transported and distance (km) travelled. 
 

Mole mass relation: SOx = 2 
                                      S  

• Regular meetings on strategic and operative levels are held to jointly explore solutions on the 
emission challenges  

 
Bi-annual VLC Environmental Award  
Carriers with extraordinary environmental commitment resulting in environmental improvements can 
achieve VLC’s environmental award. This award has been given to WWL in 1998 and Silja Line in 2000. 
No supplier was appointed in 2002 as VLC did not see extraordinary environmental results with any sea 
carrier that year. 

 
 
7. Contact details to obtain further information if necessary 
 
Name:                        Maria Larson (Head of the VLC Quality, Environmental and Safety function) 
 
Telephone number:   + 46 31 666 366 
 
E-mail address:         maria.larson@volvo.com 
 
Website:                          
 
 
 
8. Declaration  
 
I submit our entry for the EU Clean Marine Award 2004. I certify that the information given here, and in any 
accompanying statements, is correct to the best of my knowledge.  I agree that details can be made 
publicly available on the European Commission’s website.  I also agree that if successful, a representative 
of my company or organisation will attend an award ceremony in Brussels on 1 June 2004. 
 
 



Name :  Åke Niklasson, CEO 
 
 
Date :    2004-04-16 
 

 

Display stand at Green Week 
 
Whether or not we are successful, we would be interested in promoting our initiative  
with a free display stand in Brussels throughout Green Week from 1-4 June.         
 
(Note that one person must attend the stand at all times.  The Commission can provide the stand itself, PC, locker, and pay 
travel and accommodation expenses for the exhibitor. A limited number of stands will be available; interactive displays 
demonstrating environmental benefits for climate change and/or the marine environment will be given priority.  For more details 
contact env-ships@cec.eu.int or see the Green Week website: http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/greenweek) 


