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Minutes
of the 4th Meeting of the

Working Group on Implementation
under the CAFE programme

from 20 and 21. June 2002 in Vienna

1. Welcome, Introduction
The meeting, hosted by the Federal Environment Agency Austria, was chaired by JS (At). A
list of participants is annexed to this report. The agenda, which was distributed at the
beginning of the meeting, was adopted.

2. Information on WG on PM
JS gave a short report from the first meeting of the CAFE Working Group on PM.

3. CIRCA
The Commission has established an interest group for the Working Group on Implementation
(http://forum.europa.eu.int/Members/irc/env/Home/main?index). Even though some
documents had been already put on this web side several members of the group had
problems to access the side and/or to download documents. Further descriptions can be
found under http://helpsup.tietoenator.be/.
As soon as all members have full access to the interest group’s web page, information will be
distributes through this channel.

4. Exceedance of alert thresholds
JS introduced a note on the exceedance of alert thresholds. It was decided that anyone was
introduced to comment on that note until Friday, 5. July 2002. JS would try to incorporate the
comments.
It was also decided that documents which are agreed within the working group should be
presented to the CAFE Steering Group.

5. Zones for the protection of ecosystems and vegetation
A short note summarising the working group’s conclusions on the lack of clear criteria to
delimit zones for the protection of ecosystems and vegetation within the directives was
discussed. Some members of the working group felt that the wording of the note could be
altered slightly to avoid any misunderstanding on the main massage (being that the
protection of ecosystems and vegetation is of high importance, but due to large differences
between the locations and types of ecosystems in different member states, a rigid concept
seems not appropriate to ensure adequate protection; therefore, details are left to
subsidiarity). In addition, the working group recommended to take up the question of
protection of ecosystems and vegetation within the review of the first daughter directive. MH
agreed to review and, as appropriate, rephrase his draft note to reflect the conclusions of the
working group. A revised version will by circulated not later than August 1. Member of the
working group are then invited to comment until August 23.
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6. Guidance on programmes and plans according to Article 8 of the AQ FWD
The Working Group discussed once again potential users and uses of the programmes and
plans compiled under Art. 8(3) of the AQ FWD. It was concluded that they had several users.
In addition, in different Member States different authorities might prepare these programmes
and plans (local/regional/national).
The programmes and plans have also be transmitted to the Commission (AQ FWD, Art. 11).
However, the working group concluded that presumably only certain information of the
programmes and plans was of the interest and use to the Commission. Therefore, it seems
appropriate to identify this information and to propose the content and format to be
transmitted to the Commission. That implies that not the whole programmes and plans, but
only a condensed extract are routinely transmitted to the Commission (but Member States
should be prepared to send the whole programmes and plans on request). MWF agreed to
check with the Commission’s legal service whether such a procedure – if adopted by the
Committee referred to in Art. 12 of the AQ FWD – would comply with the requirements within
the directive.
The working group had an extensive discussion on what kind of information could be part of
such a reporting to the Commission. The working group asked DvdH to prepare draft on the
information to be forwarded to the Commission on programmes and plans.
Some member of the working group also made clear that there was in addition some need
for the preparation of guidance to establish the programmes and plans. However, such
guidance needs to be rather general to be applicable for different purposes. Therefore, as a
first priority some guiding remarks on how to use the templates for the information to the
Commission will be produced.

7 Further activities
It was concluded that work should be continued. It was decided that

•  DvdH will work on the document and provide a first draft to the members of the working
by 12. August

•  the members of the working have the opportunity to send comments until August 23 to
DvhH

•  A presentation on the current status of the work should by provided to the CAFE SG at its
session on 11. and 12. September 2002.

JS would prepare an extract of existing documents on the question of assessment at the hot
spot level (in particular in the vicinity of industrial plants), for further discussion at the next
meeting of the working group.

8 Next meeting
The next meeting is scheduled from 8. to 9. October 2002 in Vienna. The meeting will be
hosted by the Federal Environment Agency Austria.


