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Minutes
of the 3rd Meeting of the

Working Group on Implementation
under the CAFE programme

from 25 and 26. April 2002 in Vienna

1. Welcome, Introduction
The meeting, hosted by the Federal Environment Agency Austria, was chaired by JS (At). A
list of participants is annexed to this report. The agenda, which was distributed at the
beginning of the meeting, was adopted.

2. Information on CAFE SG
JS gave a short report from the meeting of the CAFE SG which took place on 15 and 16 April
2002 in Brussels, in particular on those items relevant for the Working Group.

•  The CAFE SG took note of the decision of the Working Group not to prepare guidance on
Article 6 of the NECD.

•  The CAFE SG supported the decision of the Working Group to put most efforts on the
preparation of guidance for the preparation of programmes and plans under Article 8 (3)
of the AQFWD.

•  The CAFE SG was invited to send any proposals for further topics to be tackled by the
Working Group to the Commission. The delegation from Germany mentioned the
question of measurements in the vicinity of industrial plants, while Dutch members of the
Steering Group raise questions concerning programmes and plans to be prepared under
Art. 8 (3) of the AQFWD, e.g. on the selection of the baseline scenario and on the choice
of the meteorology for assessing future compliance.

•  Germany announced that it would organise a workshop on attainment plans in April 2003
in Berlin or Potsdam.

3. Information on INTEGAIRE
DvdH presented information on a project Integrated Urban Governance and Air Quality
Management in Europe – INTEGAIRE. This EC funded Thematic Network on Improving
Urban Governance and Decision Making has a work package on ‘Legislation and
Implementation‘ (co-ordinator: Stainar Larssen, NILU). Within this project a set of
recommendations and a good practise data base will be developed. It was decided to follow
the progress in this project.

4. Exceedance of alert thresholds
FdL presented an assessment of exceedances of the alert thresholds for SO2 and NO2
defined in Dir. 1999/30/EC. Exceedances are very seldom (NO2: 3, 2 and 6 stations in 1998,
1999 and 20001; SO2: 12, 8 and 9 monitoring sites). The representativity of these
exceedances could not be assessed due to lack of data. A description of the results is
annexed to this report.

                                               
1 for NO2, data from more than 1000 sites are available for each year, for SO2 > 880.
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A short note on the necessity to provide action plans to reduce the duration of exceedances
of alert values defined in daughter directives was introduces by JS. It was concluded that the
note should be extended to include also guidance on the possible examples in the case of
(predicted) exceedances of the alert thresholds.

5. Zones for the protection of ecosystems and vegetation
FF gave a short presentation on the Portuguese approach to delimit zones for the protection
of ecosystems and vegetation. It was noted that the provisions within the first daughter
directive were very vague. The directive contains only provisions on the macro-siting criteria
for monitoring sites to check compliance with the said LV. The Working Group felt itself not in
a position to provide any further clarification, since Council and Parliament have obviously
left any details to subsidiarity, even though it was concluded that this situation was not
ensuring a harmonised approach in assessing air quality in relation to LV set for the
protection of ecosystems and vegetation. MH will propose a small note summarising these
conclusions.

6. Guidance on programmes and plans according to Article 8 of the AQ FWD
6.1 Users of guidance on Art. 8
Based on a note distributed by DvdH the Working Group discussed potential users and uses
of reports compiled under Art. 8(3) of the AQ FWD. The Working Group concluded that the
most important client of the report is the European Commission, even though member states
and the public are additional, important clients. It was also recognised that the reports have
to be formalised to a certain degree to ensure that the information can be easily extracted
and aggregated. Therefore it was decided to included tables and templates, were
appropriate, in the proposed structure of the report.

6.2 Outline of reports under Art. 8 (3) of the AQ FWD
On the basis of the decisions mentioned in 6.1 the working group discussed the existing draft
on guidance on programmes and plans Art. 8 (3).
<this part will be based on the notes to be provided by the rapporteurs>

7 Further activities
It was concluded that work on the guidance should be continued. It was decided that

•  DR will work on chapters 1,2, and 4

•  JC will provide a draft on chapter 5

•  DJ will provide a draft on chapter 6, while

•  MH will produce a draft on chapters 7-9

of Annex IV of the AQ FWD.
The drafts will be distributed by the authors among the members of the working group not
later than 24 May. Comments may be forwarded to the authors till 4. June.

8 Next meeting
The next meeting is scheduled from 20. to 21. June 2002 in Vienna, starting at 10:30 a.m..
The meeting will be hosted by the Federal Environment Agency Austria.


